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Some GI Bill Authors Today

HE EIGHT MEN in the photo above are
Tseen as they met in Washington.
D.C., on March 14, this year. during
the Legion’s 50th Anniversary Washing-
ton Conference.

All eight were on the original Legion
team that drafted the first of the GI Bills,
25 years ago. to create a progressive rev-
olution in the history of the readjustment
of war veterans to civilian life.

This year they met to fill in, from their
recall, missing details of the passage of
the first GI Bill for the Legion's national
archives.

From left to right, they are:

Maurice Devine, New Hampshire.
chairman of the Legion’s Legislative
Commission in [943-44,

Lyon Brandon, Mississippi, a member
of the Legion's special G1 Bill Commit-
tee of 1943-44,

Pat Kelly, Georgia, also a member of
the special G1 Bill Committee.

Warren Atherton, California, who ap-
pointed the special Gl Bill Committee
and. as National Commander of the Le-
gion in 1943-44, led the Legion in its
efforts that year.

Robert McCurdy, California, also a
member of the special GI Bill Commit-
tee.

W. Bea Waldrip, Michigan, also a
member of the special GI Bill Commit-
tee.

T. O. Kraabel, North Dakota, Di-
rector of the Legion’s Rehabilitation
Commission in 1943-44,

Robert Sisson, Texas (then of Arkan-
sas), the Legion’s Rehabilitation Com-
mission chairman in 1943-44 and ex
officio secretary of the special GI Bill
Committee.

Missing from the photo is Harry W,

Colmery, who was delayed en route from
Kansas and arrived at this year's March
meetings later. Past National Com-
mander Colmery was a member of the
special GI Bill Committee in 1943-44
and was responsible for drafting the
actual words of the WW2 Gl Bill.

Some other members of that team still
survive. but in poor health.

Here is a sample of some of the Gl
Bill history that those shown filled in
this year. none of which appears as
clearly on the written record.

Q. By what authority was a special
Legion G1 Bill Committee named, and
a decision to seek all of the G1 Bill pro-
visions in a single bill arrived at?

A. As Natl Commander, Atherton
did it on his own authority, “1 was fear-
ful of delay if 1 sought to subject it to
debate. Consultation with our staff and
friends in Congress affirmed that a sin-
gle bill. with all its dangers, was the
only way to get the job done fast and
thoroughly. Thousands of WW2 veterans
were already discharged. disabled. The
Normandy landings were a few months
off. T resolved in the fall of 1943 to seek
a single bill, and on November 30 ap-
pointed the special committee with the
late John Stelle, dynamic former Gov-
ernor of Illinois, as chairman. I simply
used my authority as National Com-
mander to carry out our mandates,”

Q. What was the basis of the content
of the first GI Bill?

A. The direct basis was the content
of various resolutions adopted by the
Legion in its 1943 National Convention
at Omaha, Nebr. But these, in turn, had
antecedents in the experience of all of
us in the miserable years for war vet-
erans after WW1 and in the Legion’s

struggles since 1919 to arrive at a better
system.

Q. Was the WW2 GI Bill then simply
a consolidation of Omaha Convention
marndates?

A. Far from it. The mandates werc
broad and general. The Bill needed them
in detail. No such program had ever been
worked out in detail before.

Between December 15 and mid-
January. 1943-44, the special committee.
Legion staff members, many other Le-
gionnaires who were called in, and not
a few enthusiastic supporters from the
outside thrashed out the details in the
Legion's Washington office.

Chairman Stelle acted as “teacher™ at
a big blackboard. Everything anvone had
to suggest (chiefly our staff experts)
went on the blackboard, where it was
kept, revised or erased after prolonged
discussion and debate.

We went through a similar process
with members of Congress. VA Admin-
istrator Gen. Frank Hines and many
others, even after the first draft of the
bill had been introduced in Congress.

The Bill was continually revised for
several months. Our good friend in the
Senate, Sen. Bennett Clark, held hearings
promptly and the House veterans com-
mittee moved as fast, at first. Members
of other Senate and House committees
who operated in the various fields
touched by the Bill also contributed to
the constant reshaping of it.

Q. What help did you get from the
outside in specialized areas of the bill,
such as loans and education?

A. Many bankers and educators were
skeptical of the bill. Organized educators
supported it strongly, while some indi-

(Continued on page 59)
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vidual educators opposed it. We ended
up with the strong support of a large
array of educational associations. Sen.
Bob Wagner helped us enormously on
veterans’ employment rights and ser-
vices.

Organized bankers were scared of the
GI loan idea, while it was individual
bankers who gave us the help we needed.
The banks had just been through long
years of depression in which many had
gone broke. They were shy of any new
adventure in mortgages or business loans.
The American Bankers Association nei-
ther opposed nor favored the bill, but it
steered clear of our invitation to sit with
us to give advice on the loan provisions.
It remained for bankers in the Legion
and some of their friends to give the Bill
its professional touch. [W. Bea Waldrip,
in the photo on p. 33, is a Michigan
banker, so the Legion’s committee had
its own expert in that field.]

After the Bill was passed there was
banking resistance to making GI loans
in some areas of the country. Thus, in
California, little GI Bill mortgage money
could be found until L.M. Giannini,
head of The Bank of America, an-
nounced that all its branches would start
putting money into GI loans. The others
soon fell in line. It’s interesting to note
that the banks put out money for 20 to
30 years at 4% back then. A great deal
of this 4% money is still out now, at a
lime when the prime rate has gone to
72 %, and banks themselves cannot get
4% mom.).

Q. In what way is recorded GI Bill
history, as previously published, the
weakest?

A. (Unanimous.) In the credit given
the members of the Legion staff of those
days. It is impossible to give them too
much credit. They worked night and day.
on weekends and holidays. They had the
special knowledge and gave of them-
selves unstintingly. We wanted to raise
their pay but couldn’t under the war-
time wage freezes. T. O. Kraabel (the
only staff man in the photo, p. 33) and
the late Frank Sullivan (then acting as
legislative director) were magnificent.
Frank’s assistant, Kay Burch (now re-
tired), was almost a whole staff in her-
self. But the same could be said for every
Legion employee involved. Such loyalty,
devotion and enthusiasm must be seen
to be appreciated.

Then, too, the members of The Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary deserve a much
bigger place in the recorded history.
When it is said that the Legion secured
literally millions of petitions from the
general public in support of the GI Bill,
it is safe to say that the women of the
Auxiliary probably got the majority of
them. RBP
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SERVICE INSIGNIA IN 10-K GOLD
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NOW ! Hundreds of New Designs — Easy-Pay Plan
PRESTIGE RINGS you'll be proud to wear. 10-K
yellow or white gold. Choose guur insignia from
America’s largest selection. Over 1000 designs
for-all services, all wars. Money-back guarantee.
Send for FREE illustrated catalog today.
ROYAL MILITARY JEWELRY
Box Y-302 Apache Junction, Arizona

A Blessing For Folks Over 40

Read newspaper, telephone book, recipes,
Bible, and do close work easily. Goodlook-
ing stylish amber frames. Wear like regular
glasses, SEE CLEARER INSTANTLY.
Not Rx or for astigmatism or diseases of
the eye. 10 Day Home Trial, Send age,
sex. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
On arrival pay postman only $4, plus
C.0.D or send $4, and we pay postage.
PRECISION OPTICAL CO. Dept. 34-E, Rochelle, (11, 61068

MORE BRILLIANT than DIAMONDS says Reader's Di-
gest, Sdlf‘\"t’?(i&l. about this new, man-made
jewel Titania! For settings of your choice only
$12 per carat; a 1-ct man’'s box 14K ring is only
$41; m'lady’s 1-ct fishtail a mere $33. No 1

federal tax. Write for FREE HANDY RING
SIZE CHART & 120 PAGE FULL COLOR
JEWELRY CATALOG. TEN DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

Lapldary Company Dept. AL-5
511 EAST 12 STREET & NEW YORK 10009 N. Y.

This section is presented as a ser-
vice toreaders and advertisers. All
products are sold with a money-
back guarantee. When ordering,
please allow a reasonable amount
of time for handling and shipping.
Be sure to include Zip Code num-
ber along with your address.

CHINA

DOLLAR
only 10¢

Uncirculated nickel sil-
ver dollar minted in 1960
to Commemorate 50th an-
niversary of The Republic of China {For-
mosa) . . . only one to a customer . . .
beautiful coin and ONLY 10¢. SUPPLY
LIMITED! SEND TODAY. Also get free big
catalog 1llustrating coins and supplies,
plus selections of coins from our approval
service returnable without obligation.
Send name, address, zip number and 10¢
for your China Dollar to: LITTLETON
COIN CO., Dept. KC-42, Littleton, New
Hampshire 03561

w2 SHOPPER
LEGION _ .

COLOR PHONE Standard Western Electric,
beautifully refinished. Choice of colors to
fit your decor. Fitted with standard cord &
prong plus for instant use. Available in
Pink, Blue, Red, Green, White, Black, Yel-
low, Beige & lvory. Only $19. 95 (Shp. Chge
%1.50). Send for free brochure. Grand Com.
Inc., Dept. AL5, 4 E. 46 St., N.Y., N.Y, 10017,

STOP STOOPING, sagging shoulders with
new Pi Peer Shoulder Brace. Made of
ventilated-for-comfort 3-ply material; cool,
lightweight, with padded arm bands. Cor-
rects posture instantly. $5.95. 35¢ pstge.
{Men give measurement around chest;
women under bust). Piper Brace, Dept.
AL-59H, 811 Wyandotte, Kansas City, Mo.
64105,
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GROW LIVE SEA MONKEYS . . . just add
water and in 5 min. playful, tumbling sea
monkeys hatch; chase each other. turn
cart-wheels, follow light beams. $1.00 plus
25¢ handling & shipping. Satisfaction guar.
Free instructions and year food supply.
David Geller & Assoc., Dept. ALS, 4 E. 46
St.. New York, M.Y. 10017.

Now!Improved and Patented

RUPTURE-EASER"

Truss]
. Nn laces— instant
4 pull-strap adjustm

Double . . $6.95

2 Na Fitting Required

Right or 5 95

Left Side

Pat.

Strong, form-fitting washable sup-
port for reducible inguinal hernia. Snaps up in
front. Soft, flat groin pad. No steel or leather
bands. Unexcelled for comfort. Also used as
after operation suppart. For men, women, chil-
dren. Send measure around the lowest part of
abdomen and state right, left side or double.
Add 35¢ postage. PIPER BRACE CO., Dept.
AL-59 « 811 Wyandotte » Kansas City, Mo. 64105
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