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WHEREAS, Certain VA benefits require wartime service 

by veterans; and 
 

WHEREAS, The present dates for wartime service during 
the Vietnam War are August 5, 1964, through May 7, 1975; and  
 

WHEREAS, On November 10, 1997, Public Law 105-110 was 
signed by President Clinton; and 
 

WHEREAS, This legislation amended the public law which 
established The American Legion (41 Stat. 285; 36 United 
States Code (USC) 45), approved September 16, 1919, by 
striking December 22, 1961, and inserting February 28, 1961; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, The American Legion has always advocated the 
principle of equal benefits for equal service and believes 
that wartime service is not limited to only those who served 
in combat; and  
 

WHEREAS, The American Legion believes the provision in 
section 101(29(A), title 38, USC, which limits entitlement 
to wartime benefits to those who served “in-country in the 
Republic of Vietnam” in the period February 28, 1961, to 
August 5, 1964, discriminates against those other veterans 
who served on active duty during this period, but who did 
not happen to have been stationed in Vietnam; and  
 

WHEREAS, During these early years of the war in 
Vietnam, those serving on active duty in other parts of the 
world were a part of the build-up of military forces in 
Vietnam and were subject to transfer to Vietnam at any time; 
now, therefore, be it  
 



 RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention 
assembled in Salt Lake City, Utah, August 29, 30, 31, That 
The American Legion shall seek legislation to establish 
February 28, 1961, as the beginning date of the Vietnam War 
for VA benefit purposes. 


