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" People who give are rewarded, not monetarily, 

but because their involvement represents an 
expression beyond themselves.ò    

--  Henry A. Rosso  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation has enjoyed a strong  year ï due directly to the 

combined efforts of our Legion family .  While o ur final total , reflects the economic downturn our 

nation has experienced, showing a 10  percent decrease  in contributions over last year.  Without 
your demonstrated caring and support  this decrease would have been much greater .  

In 1954, The American Legion allowed the separate incorporation of the American Legion Child 

Welfare Foundation.  Since then, the Foundation has granted nearly $10  million dollars to 

nonprofit youth -oriented organizations, providing them a means to educate  families and 

communities about the needs of special children across this nation.  And most of these 
donations have come in five or ten dollars at a time from people just like you.  

Through your donations, Foundation grants produced donor cards, CDs and med ia templates for 

organ and donor registration campaigns; distributed how - to manuals to hundreds of diabetes 

camps to ensure safe effective programs; and created educational kits and brochures to 

increase awareness of the dangers of shaking babies.  Familie s dealing with Huntingtonôs 

disease, Marfan syndrome and cancer all benefited from Foundation funding.  Parents, 

professionals and the general public are now more aware of the challenges faced by children 
with autism, meningitis and birth defects.  

In Octob er of 2008 , the Board of  Directors approved grants to 18  nonprofit organizations in the 
amount of $ 639,695  for projects to be  complete d in calendar year 2009 . 

I am p leased to report during the 2008 -2009  Contribution Year, donations exceeded $ 631,507  
with o ver $ 339,727  of that amount coming to us from the Sons of The American Legion.  

Members of the American Legion family are the primary contributors to the success and growth 

of our Foundation.  Your support allows the Foundation to continue funding projects that 

improve the quality of life for our nationôs children.  Remember that every dollar given to the 

Foundation is used for grants that assist our young people.   The American Legion generously 

takes care of our overhead costs.  As a result, all of the mone y donated is entered into the Trust 

Fund to be used for grants.  Few, if any, other foundations can make this claim.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors, the staff, and all the Children throughout 

this great country of ourséThank You! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Dennis R. Bola nd, President  



Mission  

Though created by The American Legion in 1954, the American Legion Child Welfare 

Foundation, Inc. is a separate 501 (c) 3 corporation.  

 

Our foremost philanthropic priority is to provide other nonprofit organizations with a means to 

educate the public about the needs of children across this nation.  

 
 

 
 

Areas of Interest  

The Foundation accepts proposals from nonprofit organizations for projects that:  

 

 Contribute to the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual welfare of children through the 

dissemination of knowledge about new and innovative organizations and/or their programs 

designed to benefit youth; and/or  

 

 Contribute to the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual welfare of children through the 

dissemination of knowledge al ready possessed by well -established organizations, to the end 

that such information can be more adequately used by society.  

 
 

 
 

Brief History  

In 1952, Department Commander Dr. Garland D. Murphy, Jr. of Arkansas, came to The 

American Legion with an offer to  provide a valuable contribution if we could figure out some 

way his gift could be used solely for children.  After much study and discussion, the idea of a 

foundation was adopted.  Later that year, the National Executive Committee appointed a special 

comm ittee to determine the feasibility of establishing such a proposed foundation.  

 

Eventually, on October 15, 1953, the National Executive Committee approved the 

establishment of the Foundation and entered into a trust agreement with Dr. Murphy.  Legal 

work w as completed, and on July 9, 1954, the Foundation was duly incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Indiana.  At that time, Dr. Murphy assigned to the Foundation deeds to fractional 

mineral rights on nearly 10,000 acres of land in the oil - rich Williston  Basin in Montana and 

North Dakota.  

 

In 1955, it gave its first three grants totaling $22,500 to three organizations. The Delinquency 

Control Institute, the National Association for Retarded Children, and the National Society for 

the Prevention of Blindnes s were the first three beneficiaries.  

 

To date, over $ 9.8  million has been awarded to organizations to assist the children of this 

country from the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation, Inc.  

 

 
 
 

ñDedicated to the betterment of all childrenò 
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American Legion 

Childrenôs Home 

of Ponca City, 

Oklahoma was 

awarded $64,000 

for their project 

titled ñAmerican 

Legion Childrenôs Home National Awareness Initiative.ò  This grant will support a national 

campaign to raise awareness and fu nds for the childrenôs home.  The American Legion 

Auxiliary and the Sons of The American Legion sponsor this grant.  

 

The American Legion Children's Home was established in 1928 as an orphanage for 

children of veterans who could not provide care for their y oung. The land, as well as the 

funds for the first dormitory, were donated by E.W. Marland, Conoco Oil man and past 

Governor of Oklahoma. The facility now serves as a Home to 62 children, ages 11 -  18.  

 

Over the past 80 years we have served children from a  wide variety of backgrounds with 

very diverse needs caused by loss of family, depravity, abuse or neglect. Since opening 

in 1928, the Home has served approximately 8,000 children and still stands as the one 

and only American Legion Children's Home in our nation.  

For more information:  www.americanlegionchildrenshome.org  

 

 
American Humane Association  of Englewood, 
Colorado was awarded $24,879 for their project 
titled ñExploring Differential Response.ò  This grant 

will produce and distribute 7,500 copies of the 

Protecting Children  journal.  The Sons of The 
American Legion sponsors this grant.  

 

Founded i n 1877, the American Humane 

Association is  the only national organization 

dedicated to protecting both children and animals .  Through a network of child and animal 

protection agencies and individuals, American Humane provides national leadership in 

developi ng policies, legislation, curricula and training programs --  and taking actions --  to 

protect children and animals from cruelty, abuse, neglect and exploitation.  

For more information:  www.americanhumane.org  

  



 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

McHenry County,  Inc.  of 

McHenry, Illinois was awarded 

$24,351 for their project titled 

ñMentoring Answer Book.ò  This 

grant will produce and distribute 

the Parents Handbook  to 2,034 

mentoring agencies throughout 

the nation.  The American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The American Legion sponsor 

this grant.  

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of McHenry County, Inc., is located in the 3rd fastest growing county in 

Illinois.  The organization served 549 children last year and hopes to continue serving even more 

children in the futu re.   Big Brothers Big Sisters of McHenry County is community supported and 
is viewed throughout the area as a premier agency in the youth development field.  

The organization accomplishes this through education and service activities emphasizing 

experience -sharing relationships between youth and adults.  

For more information:  www.bbbsmchenry.org  

 

Childhood Leukemia Foundation  of Brick, 

New Jersey was awarded $42,000 for their 

project titled ñHope Binders.ò  This grant will 

distribute templates and support materials 

to 140 pediatric oncology hospitals 

throughout the United States to help families 

begin to feel some degree of co ntrol over 

devastating circumstances.  

 

The Childhood Leukemia Foundation is a national non -profit organization that offers a wide 

range of services at no charge to children living with cancer and their families. Our goal is to 

make sure children battling c ancer know they are not alone. All of our programs have been 

designed to: Educate and entertain , provide a sense of physical normalcy and help raise self 

esteem , e ncourage physical participation and therapeutic play , m aintain a communications 

lifeline and provide care management tools .  

For more information:  www.clf4kids.org  

 
Childrenôs Hunger Alliance of Columbus, Ohio was 
awarded $20,000 for their project titled ñCARES Project.ò  
This grant distributes two hundred CARE kits to family 
childcare providers n ationwide to provide children with 

quality early learning experiences.  

 

Children's Hunger Alliance is the statewide nonprofit 

organization committed to breaking the cycle of childhood 

hunger in Ohio.  

For more information:  www.childrenshungeralliance.org/  

  



 
Family & Childrenôs Service of Minneapolis, Minnesota 
was awarded $40,000 for their project titled ñFamily 
Strengths Toolkit.ò  This grant will produce and distribute 

a fun, interactive printed publication that will provide 
children and families with op portunities to spend time 
together while learning what makes them strong as a 
family.  

 

Family & Children's Service is one of the oldest 

nonprofit organizations in the Twin Cities. For more 

than 130 years, our organization has given help 

and hope to more th an one million people. Over 

600 volunteers help support our mission of building 

strong families, vital communities and capable children.  

For more information:  www.everyfamilymatters.org/  

 

Give Kids The World  of Kissimmee, Florida was 

awarded $14,700 for t heir project titled ñDream & 

Go Guides: Handbooks for Happiness.ò  This grant 

will produce and distribute Dream & Go Guides to 

ensure that the one -week stay of children with life -

threatening illnesses and their families is the 

vacation of a lifetime that p rovides joy and 

memories that endure long term.  

 

Give Kids The World is a non -profit organization that exists only to fulfill the wishes of all 

children with life - threatening illnesses and their families from around the world to experience a 

memorable, joyful, cost - free visit to the Central Florida attra ctions, and to enjoy the magic of 

Give Kids The World Village for as long as there is a need.  

 

Countless smiles, endless laughteré and a week full of dreams come true. Each day, Give Kids 

The World lives by this mission and has made a promise to never tur n a child away. The Village 

was built through the selfless commitment and generous spirit of individuals and corporations 

who wanted to make a difference in the life of a child. Since 1986, more than 93,000 children 

have had their dream come true at Give K ids The World. No child in need has ever been turned 

away ï and no child ever will. Give Kids The World is a place where families find joy, laughter, 

serenity, and a lifetime of memories. Through the tireless support of our volunteers, employees 

and genero us partners, we dedicate each and every day to these special families.  

For more information:  www.gktw.org  

 

 

Kids In Danger  of Chicago, Illinois was awarded $16,400 

for their project titled ñSafe from the Start.ò  This grant will 

produce and distribute ch ild safety materials (brochures, 

checklists and newsletters) to health care professionals, 

childcare providers and parents nationwide.  

 

Kids In Danger (KID) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 

protecting children by improving children's product safety .  

 

KID was founded in 1998 by the parents of sixteen -month -old Danny Keysar who died in his 

Chicago childcare home when a portable crib collapsed around his neck.  

For more information:  www.KidsInDanger.org   

 



Mercy Medical Airlift  of 

Virginia Beach, Virginia was 

awarded $43,000 for their 

project titled ñChild Health 

Program.ò  This grant will 

develop and modernize five 

websites providing information to the public and the pediatric medical world regarding available 

charitable air tr ansportation.  The American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The American 

Legion sponsor this grant.  

 

Mercy Medical Airlift (MMA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to serving people in situations 

of compelling human need through the provision of charit able air transportation. MMA is totally 

supported through charitable giving and the services of volunteer pilots and office assistants.  

MMA manages and coordinates large -scale charitable air medical transportation programs for 

individuals, often children,  who need access to medical research centers and disease -specific 

treatment programs. MMA operates a free, long -distance, ambulatory outpatient transport 

service for individuals in medical and financial crisis.  

For more information:   www.mercymedical.org  

 

 

National Ability Center  of Park City, Utah was awarded $9,600 for their project titled the 

ñSummer Camp Brochures.ò  This grant will produce 12,000 brochures to educate parents of the 

quality summer camps and year - round programs designed to meet the spe cial needs of children 

with disabilities.  The Sons of The American Legion sponsors this grant.  

 

The National Ability Center is committed to the development of lifetime skills for people of all 

ages and abilities by providing affordable outdoor sports and recreational experiences in a 

nurturing environment.  

 

The objective of these experiences is to build self -esteem, confidence and physical development, 

thereby enhancing active participation in all aspects of community life. As a national role model, 

the Center promotes the concept of ability through integration, public awareness and education.  

 

Founded in 1985, the National Ability Center is a 501(c)3 non -profit, tax -exempt organization. 

Programs are supported through special events, grants from private c orporations and 

foundations, individual donations and program fees. All activities are offered at an affordable 

rate and scholarships are available, ensuring participation for all applicants.  

For more information:   www.discovernac.org  

  

http://www.discovernac.org/


 

National Autism Center  of Randolph, 

Massachusetts was awarded $39,150 for their 

project ñImplementing Evidence-based Educational 

Interventions for Children with Autism Spectrum 

Disorders in Sch ool Settings.ò  This grant will 

produce a publication targeted to provide school 

systems with a tool to enable them to more 

effectively serve students with ASD within their school systems.  

 

The National Autism Center is dedicated to serving children and ad olescents with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders (ASD) by providing reliable information, promoting best practices, and 

offering comprehensive resources for families, practitioners, and communities.  

 

The National Autism Center has completed an unprecedented multi - year project - the National 

Standards Project -  to establish a set of standards for effective, research -validated educational 

and behavioral interventions for children on the spectrum.  These standards identify treatments 

that effectively target the core symp toms of ASD.  The resulting National Standards Report is 

the most comprehensive analysis available to date about treatments for children and 

adolescents with ASD.  It is a single, authoritative source of guidance for parents, caregivers, 

and service provid ers as they make informed treatment decisions.  

For more information:   www.nationalautismcenter.org  

 

National Exercise Trainers Association  of Minneapolis, Minnesota was awarded 

$25,870 for their project titled ñFitness for Todayôs Youth.ò  This grant will produce and 

distribute manuals and journals through schools, Boys and Girls Clubs and YMCAs to 

educate, motivate and reinforce the concept  of healthy, active lifestyles.  

 

NETA: National Exercise Trainers Association  Since its founding in 1977, NETA (formerly 

known as NDEITA) has certified over 120,000 fitness professionals and is recognized as a leader 

in the fitness industry. NETA offers ce rtification and continuing education workshops in Group 

Exercise, Personal Training, Pilates, and Yoga. NETA Certifications are recognized at over 18,000 

fitness facilities across the US.  

For more information:   www.netafit.org  

 

 
National Exchange Club F oundation  of Toledo, 
Ohio was awarded $39,866 for their project titled: 
ñBelieve in the Blue Campaign.ò  This grant will 
produce and distribute materials designed to provide 

families across the nation with tips on positive 
parenting.  

 

The National Exchange Club Foundation is 

committed to making a difference in the lives of children, families and our communities through 

its national project, the prevention of child abuse. The NEC Foundation's most successful 

method of countering abuse is  by working directly with parents through the parent aide 

program. The NEC Foundation coordinates a nationwide network of nearly 100 Exchange Club 

Child Abuse Prevention Centers who utilize the parent aide program and provide support to 

families at - risk fo r abuse.  To date, the NEC Foundation and its Exchange Club Centers have 

helped more than 140,000 children and 100,000 families eliminate  
child abuse in their daily lives.  

For more information :  www.preventchildabuse.com  and 

www.nationalexchangeclub.org  

http://www.preventchildabuse.com/


 

National Indian Child Welfare Association  of Portland, 

Oregon was awarded $24,625 for their project titled: ñEnsuring 

the Seventh Generation: Youth Suicide Prevention Toolkit.ò  

This grant will p roduce and distribute toolkits to guide tribal 

child welfare workers and programs throughout the United 

States in implementing early suicide prevention and 

intervention methods.  The American Legion Auxiliary sponsors 

this grant.  

 

The National Indian Child  Welfare Association (NICWA) is a 

national voice for American Indian children and families . We are the most comprehensive source 

of information on American Indian child welfare and the only national Ame rican Indian 

organization focused specifically on the tribal capacity to prevent child abuse and neglect.  

NICWA is a private, non -profit, membership organization  based in Portland, Oregon. Our 

members include tribes, individuals ðboth Indian and non - Indian ðand private organizations 

from around the United States concerned with American Indian child and family issues. Our 

board of directors is made up of 26 American Indians, and we have a staff of 24, most of whom 

are American Indians. Together, our partners , board , and staff  work to protect  the most vital 

resource of American Indian people ðour children.  

For more information:  www.nicwa.org  

 
National Marfan Foundation  of Port Washington, New York was 
awarded $25,000 for their project titled: ñMarfan Teen Space.ò  This 
grant will produce an on line teen community space on the 
organizationôs website that will provide a safe place for teens with 

Marfan Syndrome to network and provide teen -specific information 
on Marfan syndrome.   

 

Founded in 1981, The National Marfan Foundation (NMF) is dedicated  to saving lives, and 

improving the quality of life for individuals and families affected by the Marfan syndrome and 

related disorders.  Together with their National Volunteer Network, including Chapters, Support 

Groups and other local contacts, NMF dissem inates accurate information, provides support and  
fosters research.  

For more informat ion:  www.marfan.org/   

 

Our Military Kids, Inc.  of McLean, Virginia was awarded $33,800 for their project titled ñOur 

Military Kids Informational Materials Phase II.ò  This grant will produce a quarterly newsletter 

and develop a user - friendly website to assist in making essential 

extracurricular activi ties, including tutoring, available to the 

school -aged children of deployed and severely injured Reserve 

and National Guard personnel.  The American Legion Auxiliary 

and the Sons of The American Legion sponsor this grant.  

 

The mission of Our Military Kids , Inc. is to ensure that the 

children of deployed and severely injured Reserve and National 

Guard personnel can afford to participate in activities such as 

youth sports, fine arts and tutoring programs that are so 

important in their young lives during this  stressful time. Deployed Reserve and National Guard 

parents are making enormous sacrifices for our country. Our Military Kids, Inc. is dedicated to 

minimizing the sacrifices their children must  
make here at home.  

For more information:  www.ourmilitarykids .org/   

http://www.nicwa.org/children_families/
http://www.nicwa.org/membership/
http://www.nicwa.org/partners/
http://www.nicwa.org/board/
http://www.nicwa.org/staff/

