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AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION SENATE

IN THE SENATE OF AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Senator  Ryan Leone  of  New York  introduced the following Bill, which was read twice and referred
to the following American Legion Boys Nation Senate Committee:

a Bill

1 to ensure that the values of morality and fairness are maintained in high school sports

2

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION SENATE ASSEMBLED, THAT

4

5 stricter investigations be enforced to prevent illicit methods of improving athletic performance in

6 high school athletes across the country. Enforcement of the decision made by Veronia School

7 District v. Acton should be raised to a higher standard because it is necessary to not only

8 protect the virtue of sports in high schools, but also to ensure that students are not tempted to

9 engage in techniques like blood doping or injecting steroids that may have adverse effects later

10 in life. There is also the possibility that these athletes may progress to the collegiate or

11 professional levels and, even if they decide to cease doping, they may encounter legal issues

12 due to their history of drug usage. To prevent any unfavorable circumstances concerning the

13 morality, health, and legality of high school students, there should be a stricter emphasis on

14 drug testing in schools. 

15 Funding for the programs should be set aside by school districts and state athletic committees

16 to provide materials for the testing at the beginning and middle of each fall, winter, and spring

17 season, totaling 6 test dates per year. The funds would be partially taken out of the allotted

18 funds for school sports programs and backed up with monetary support from each state's high

19 school athletics department. The threat of sport suspension due to violation of the code would

20 be a strong impetus for inclusion and enforcement of the law in schools. Any drugs found in

21 student's systems that violate the World Anti-Doping Code Prohibited List for each year would

22 be considered evidence for suspension and treatment of the students. Depending on the

23 severity of the violation, terms of suspension or any other forms of reprimanding the athletes
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24 will be adjusted accordingly.

25 By increasing the testing of high school athletes for illegal drug abuse, we are not only

26 protecting the legitimacy of their performances and the equality of the sports, but also

27 protecting the students themselves from harmful side effects and future legal concerns.
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