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Commander’s Comments… 
By: Bobby Dunno 

Whoo! Say hello to June, and can anyone 

believe how busy May was.  There is so much 

to talk about with all the happenings at and 

around the Post this past month.   

First we had the 

Post 5 South Wall 

Project and what an 

undertaking that was.  

New windows, repairs 

made and new siding 

to weatherproof our 

Post.  You have to ap-

preciate the volun-

teers who showed up 

but we need to rec-

ognize those who showed up every day for this 

awesome undertaking Tom Sears our Project 

Manager, Mike Calhoon the Primary Motivator 

and David “Ozzie” Osborne the Heart and Soul 

of our labor force and general all around Idea 

Guy!  But we had so many people who came and 

spent a few hours, a day or an entire weekend 

in support of this pro-

ject that will pay divi-

dends for our Post 

far into the future as 

the winter weather 

bounces of the south 

wall rather than pene-

trating and leaking 

into the Post.  

There is not enough 

thank you to go 

around and appreci-

ation will always 

fall short of the 

effort it took to 

get this done for 

Post 5. 

While the South Wall Project dominated 

the month of May life at the Post did not stop 

as we had all the activities that normally keep 

us busy this time of year.   Mother’s Day 

Breakfast immediately followed by our normal 

3rd Sunday of the month Breakfast had Con-

nie, Debbie, Melody, Sharon, Rebecca, Kirsten 

and our young ladies working their way to Ja-

pan fairly busy.  We have also worked on pre-

paring the American Legion Cemetery for Me-

morial Day and several members of the Ameri-

can Legion Family have shown up to pitch in 

along with almost 30 Cub Scouts of our own 

Pack 327.   

It is ever so important that spend the time 

each year to respect the sacrifices of those 

who have paid the price for the freedoms we 

expect and enjoy.  I also need to send a big 

Thank You to Clare Sullivan who wrote my 

speech that I gave during the Memorial Day 

Service and did our schedule of events, what I 

would do without Clare!  The CGC MUSTANG 

turned out for the Memorial Day ceremony 

providing a sharp and professional firing de-

http://www.americanlegionpost5.com
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tail, gotta love our Servicemen on the MUSTANG, 

Always Ready seems to be more than a motto as 

they show up with such enthusiasm.   Nancy Perea 

and I went to Seward High School for a rewarding 

experience when we presented $3000.00 dollars in 

scholarships to graduates from our Post and Auxil-

iary.  21 May was another busy day but the Ameri-

can Legion family divided our efforts and got eve-

rything done.  While some of us attached the stairs 

to the South Wall of the Post others hustled at 

the Harbor Opening 

cooking Hot Dogs and dishing up Potato Salad and Baked Beans as 

part of the Armed Forces Day celebration.   

 Not to mention our own Chaplin 

Vernon Willet conducted the Blessing of 

the Bikes that morning before headed 

to the Harbor to participate in the ac-

tivities there.  And bless all those of 

the Combat Fishing Tournament and 

Captains Dinner that is a really long day 

and everyone who takes part in making it 

a success deserves a pat on the back. 

   We slow down a bit in June but of course with the summer upon us and shrubbery turn-

ing green we will be visited by many friends and the day to day activity within the Post should 

pick up.  Along with our normal monthly activities such as 3rd Sunday Breakfast, June brings us 

our opportunity to honor our Flag as Tuesday, June 14th is Flag Day and we will doing our nor-

mal Flag Day ceremony and retire some of our faithful symbols that afternoon.  The following 

weekend is Father’s Day and we will again be serving up a wonderful and filling Breakfast in 

honor of all our Dads.  That is also our 3rd Sunday community breakfast so serve that day will 

serve a double purpose.  Hmmm got love those Biscuits and Gravy! 

Observing Flag Day is important especially in this day and age when so many 

traditions and customs are being downplayed or ignored for political expedi-

ency.  In honoring Our Flag we pay homage to all those who have served and 

died defending the freedoms The Flag represents.  Today Our Flag is in 

need of defending as in many areas of the country it is being desecrated 

and protesters are taking to the streets flying flags that represent other 

countries or beliefs contrary to what The American Flag represents.  There 

is also the political fight to protect our American Flag, the first federal 

Flag Protection Act was passed by Congress in 1968 in response to protest burnings of the 

flag at demonstrations against the Vietnam War.  Over time, most of the 50 U.S. states also 

voted to enact some form of flag protection law.  All of these state statutes were overturned 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_Protection_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
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by the Supreme Court of the United States by a 5–4 vote as in the 

case Texas v. Johnson in 1989 where the laws were ruled as unconsti-

tutional restrictions of public expression.  Congress responded to the 

decisions by passing a Flag Protection Act, only to see the Supreme 

Court reaffirm Johnson by the same 5–4 majority in 1990, declaring 

that flag burning was constitutionally-protected free speech.  The de-

cisions were to say the least controversial and have prompted Con-

gress to consider the only remaining legal avenue to enact flag protec-

tion statute, that being a con-

stitutional amendment. Each Congress since the 1989 

Supreme Court decision has considered creating a flag 

desecration amendment.  The proposed amendment has 

approved biennially by the two-thirds majority neces-

sary in the U.S. House of Representatives, but it con-

sistently fails to achieve the same constitutionally-

required super-majority vote in the U.S. Senate. During 

some sessions, the proposed amendment did not even 

come to a vote in the Senate before the expiration of 

the Congress's term.    So we of The American Legion 

stand for the honored traditions and patriotic ceremo-

nies to maintain them and place them in the public eye 

to demonstrate love of country and honor all our great 

country represents 

 Well Bobby has expounded enough for one newsletter but I want 

to encourage everyone to visit the Post.  Take time thank our won-

derful volunteers and maybe find a way to get involved yourself.  

There is always ways to contribute big and small, it may be only to 

bake something for the American Legion Riders dessert auction or 

spend a few hours to come out and watch the Flag Day ceremony.  

Participation can be a rewarding experience and great way to feel 

connected to the community and the satisfaction of performing 

service has its own rewards in pride and confidence one gets from 

accomplishments of having contributed.  There are a multitude of programs and activities year 

round and seasonal just pick one, ask some questions to get started and dive in.  Remember we 

all chose to join The American Legion take your choice and make it stand for something to be 

proud of. 

     

 

                                                                                                    

              

             For God and Country! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas_v._Johnson
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1st Vice Report… 
By:  Clare Sullivan 

 
For our entire American 

history there are an 

amazing amount of untold 

reports accounting how 

Americans have answered 

the call to duty. Freedom 

is our cause, but as we all 

know freedom does not 

come free, and many of our “brothers and sisters” have 

paid the ultimate price. We need to remember them and 

the sacrifice they made in keeping us free on Memorial 

Day and every day.  The America we know and enjoy 

would not be the same were it not for these men and 

women we honor on Memorial Day.   

 

We, at the Post 5 Family work to keep patriotic holidays 

alive and in the forefront of the community’s mind.  We 

will do articles in the paper, 

submit proclamations, and 

march in parades however 

our mindfulness and dedica-

tion is focused on days like 

Memorial Day as we take the 

extra time to honor those 

who gave so much for our 

freedoms.  This year’s ceremony was no different and 

we try to build on it each year so we can make it more 

meaningful and inclusive of all in town.  Thank you all 

who attended another opportunity where we can honor 

those who gave so much for us all. 

 

When we have a patri-

otic holiday I like to 

revisit the history of 

the holiday especially 

as the trend in our so-

ciety is to make any 

holiday a “blowout” sale 

day in the stores and 

also a reason to join 

together for fun and 

fellowship. Memorial 

Day is no exception but 

it is also a solemn day 

and a day to be thank-

ful for what others 

have done and sacrificed for our ability to have the 

freedoms we enjoy every day.   
 

A brief history as I found on the VA site:  Three years 

after the Civil War ended, on May 

5, 1868, the head of an organization 

of Union veterans — the Grand Ar-

my of the Republic (GAR) — estab-

lished Decoration Day as a time for 

the nation to decorate the graves 

of the war dead with flowers. Maj. 

Gen. John A. Logan declared that 

Decoration Day should be observed 

on May 30. It is believed that date 

was chosen because flowers would 

be in bloom all over the country. 
 

The ceremonies centered around the mourning-draped 

veranda of the Arlington mansion, once the home of 

Gen. Robert E. Lee. Various Washington officials, in-

cluding Gen. and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant, presided over 

the ceremonies. After speeches, children from the Sol-

diers’ and Sailors’ Orphan Home and members of the 

GAR made their way through the cemetery, strewing 

flowers on both Union and Confederate graves, reciting 

prayers and singing hymns. 

 

Local springtime tributes to the Civil War dead already 

had been held in various places before the GAR obser-

vations. One of the first occurred in Columbus, Miss., 

April 25, 1866, when a group of women visited a ceme-

tery to decorate the graves of Confederate soldiers 

who had fallen in battle at Shiloh. Nearby were the 

graves of Union soldiers, neglected because they were 

the enemy. Disturbed at the sight of the bare graves, 

the women placed some of their flowers on the graves 

of both sides of the war. 
 

Fast forward to 1966, Congress and President Lyndon 

Johnson declared Waterloo, N.Y., the “birthplace” of 

Memorial Day. There, a ceremony on May 5, 1866, hon-

ored local veterans who had fought in the Civil War. 

Businesses closed and residents flew flags at half-

staff. Supporters of Waterloo’s claim say earlier obser-

vances in other places were either informal, not commu-

nity-wide or one-time events. 
 

By the end of the 19th century, Memorial Day ceremo-

nies were being held on May 30 throughout the nation. 

State legislatures passed proclamations designating the 

day, and the military services adopted regulations for 
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proper observance at their facilities. 

 

It was not until after World War I, however, that the day was expanded to honor those who have died in all 

American wars. In 1971, Memorial Day was declared a national holiday by an act of Congress, though it is still of-

ten called Decoration Day. It was then also placed on the last Monday in May, as were some other federal holi-

days. 
 

We also must pay tribute to the unsung heroes and heroines of our nation’s defense—the spouses, children and 

families of our servicemen and women. These men, women and children may not have worn our nation’s uniform, 

nor borne the burden of battle, but they have carried the weight of worry and unyielding patience and support. 

Through their loyalty, dedication and oftentimes personal sacrifice in time of war and peace, they too, have 

served our nation you must also be honored.    

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                For God and Country! 
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House and Vice Reports... 
By: Mike Calhoon 

Hello from the Second Vice/Club, 

Summer is definitely here!!!  What great weather we have had lately.  

Hope everyone is enjoying this great start to Seward’s summer sea-

son. 

We have finished to exterior on the south wall renovation.  Thanks so 

much to all who came and gave of their time, effort, materials, equip-

ment, and money to complete the much needed repairs.  Too many 

names to mention but you are 

all wonderful and we appreci-

ate your giving spirits and 

attitudes.  We will look to 

continue building repairs and 

upgrades as time, volunteers, 

and money allows. 

So much happened in May and 

some great volunteers stepped 

up and help us support all the 

activities we are involved in.   

Having said that, I feel the 

need to speak to our two biggest events in May.  First is the Combat 

Fishing Tournament where we assist the Armed Services YMCA host, 

along with the Charter Boat Association, 213 military service mem-

bers for a day of free fishing with food and prizes.  There are small 

things we do to help early in the day but our main mission is set-up, 

food service, and clean-up for the banquet where we typically feed 

350-400 people.  I 

want to thank all 

the Post members 

who came and 

helped with one of 

the biggest events 

of the year for Post 

5.  Jim Gilmore 

(with a business to 

operate), Scott Bartlett (with the Army Resort to run), John Moline 

(after a full day of taking troops fishing) and myself.  WOW!!!  If not 

for the Auxiliary and SAL members and some folks who are not mem-

bers at all, that helped at different times during the day and night, it 

would have been hard to pull this off.  Think about what we do and 

why we do it.  I am done with my rant for the month. 

June is slower as far as activities go.  We will have our Flag Day cer-

emony on June 14th and Father’s Day breakfast on June 19th.  

Participants and volunteers will be needed for both events so let us 

know if you have the time and willingness to help. 

We are nearing the end of the 2016 membership year so please renew 

if you have not done so already.  Dues for 2017 have increased to 

$60.00 due to an increase at the national level.  If you have any ques-

tions on that please feel free to give me a call. 

 

Thanks to all of you who continue to support your Post and Club.  I 

look forward to seeing you all and please feel free to call if you have 

any questions or concerns.  

 

Salutations from the Sons! 
By: Mike Calhoon 

Greetings from the SAL First Vice Commander, 

Happy summer to you all.  What a great start to this summer season. 

 

The Post was very 

busy in May and the 

SAL membership 

truly fulfilled its 

mission of support to 

the Post.  We helped 

tremendously with 

the south wall reno-

vation, which turned 

out great!!  We sup-

ported Mother’s Day 

breakfast, the com-

munity breakfast, 

The Combat Fishing 

Tournament, well at 

least David Osborn 

did with a little help 

from Brett Gilmore, and preparation and completion of Memorial Day.  

Lots of work in the Legion Cemetery.  A big thanks to all of you. 

 

 

This month we will have our 

Flag Day activities on June 

14th and our Father’s Day 

breakfast and community 

breakfast on June 19th.  Let 

me know if you can help with 

either of these and we will put 

you to work. 

 

The membership year is com-

ing to a close soon so please renew if you have not done so.  The SAL 

Dues for 2017 will increase to $30.00 and we will be sending out noti-

fication to all mem-

bers of the change.  

If you have any 

questions or con-

cerns, feel free to 

contact me at 224-

5440.  Thanks again 

for all your support 

of the Post 5 family 

and I look forward 

to seeing you all 

around the Post. 

 

 

                            

              For God and Country! 
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Auxiliary Notes… 

By: Michelle Swartz 

Please note that our meeting for the month of June will be held the third Wednesday, 

June 15th instead of June 8th.  We welcome all to attend and give us new ideas and help 

plan for our upcoming Toys for Tots auction in August.   

 

If you are able to help even if it is only an hour once in a while, it would be greatly ap-

preciated. 

 

I would like to thank Sharon Dillon, Kristen Johnson-Gray, Misha Johnson-Gray, Crystal 

Johnson-Gray, Clare Sullivan and Mike Calhoon for all their help in getting the crosses 

ready for Memorial Day celebration.  Many hands made light work.   Dave Osborn (Ozzie) 

did a beautiful job with getting the lawns groomed for the ceremonies.   

 

The Memorial Day celebration held at the cemetery and also at memorial monument near 

the Sea Life Center parking lot was chilly but beautiful.   Bobby Dunno made a great 

presentation.  John Christensen recited “In Flanders Fields” from memory.  I  was happy 

to see so many people come out for the ceremonies. 

 

A big thank you, to all those that assisted with the repairs to the south side of the 

building last month.  That was a huge undertaking.   

 

Coming in June will be: 

 

Flag Day – June 14th.   

Business Meeting – June 15th. 

Father’s Day and Third Sunday of the month breakfast – June 19th. 

                                

              

                                                           

                    FOR GOD AND COUNTRY! 
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 YOUR BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD HERE FOR ONLY $5 PER MONTH! 
To advertise in this space call Clare Sullivan at 224-7662 

Rates are $5 per month or $50 per year BUSINESS CARDS ONLY, PLEASE! 

 

Inspection Services 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 

ALR  

Meeting 

7:00pm 

 

 

3 

Steak Night 

4 

 

5 6 

D-Day 1944 

Bingo 

6:30PM 

7 

Mexican 

Martes 

8 

 

9 

SAL  

Squadron 

Meeting 

7:00PM 

10 

Steak Night 

11 

12 13 

Bingo 

6:30PM 

 

14 

Flag Day 

6:15pm 

241st Army 

Birthday 

Post Meeting  

15 

Auxiliary 

Meeting 

7:00PM 

16 

 

17 

Steak Night 

18 

19 

Father’s 

Day and 

Community 

Breakfast 

9:00AM 

20 

Bingo 

6:30PM 

21 

Mexican 

Martes 

22 23 24 

Steak Night 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

Bingo 

6:30PM 

28 

Mexican 

Martes 

29 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Food Served Every Night!!!    

 See you at the Post! 


