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New Arlington monument  
thanks to efforts by Sons

Emergency from Page 1

 In the hours that followed a tornado’s path of death and destruction 
through Joplin, MO earlier this year, the most important rescue and re-

covery work was not done by 
trained responders.  It was 
done by neighbors helping 
neighbors.
 Sons and other members of 
The American Legion Family 
can play a critically important 
role in their communities.  All 
they have to do is begin right 
now to get prepared.
 “Preparedness is a state of 

Are you prepared for the next big emergency?

 Back in August, I had 
the unique honor of writ-
ing a letter requesting the 

use of the Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery for an event our squadron has been 
involved with for over three years. 
 On Monday, October 24th the Jewish Chaplains 
Monument was dedicated at the Amphitheater and 
then placed on Chaplains Hill next to similar monu-
ments honoring Catholic, Protestant, and World War 
One chaplains.
 The project began a few years ago during The 
American Legion’s annual Washington National Con-
ference.  It has become a tradition for the National 
Commander of the S.A.L. to visit Arlington National 
Cemetery during the conference and place a wreath at 
the Tomb of the Unknowns.
 After the wreath ceremony that year, a few of us 
walked to Chaplains Hill at the base of section 2 to 
find the names of three Catholic chaplains honored 
there from my Alma Mater, Providence College.  We 
found the three names on the Catholic monument and 
then tried to find the names of the World War II era 

Members of the West Point Cadet Jewish Choir pose 
beside the newly-installed monument honoring mili-
tary rabbis killed in the line of duty.

Continued on Page 6

By Kenneth G. Kraetzer
Pelham, NY Squadron 50

“Four Chaplains” lost when the troopship Dorchester 
was torpedoed on the Atlantic in February 1943,   The 
heroism and selfless actions of the four chaplains: a 
Catholic Priest, two Protestant Ministers, and a Jew-
ish Rabbi was exclaimed by survivors. The memory 
of the “Four Chaplains” became a rallying cry of the 
war and has been immortalized in American Legion 
ceremonies conducted annually. 
 What we discovered was that the existing monu-
ments present the names of the Catholic and two Prot-
estant chaplains, but not the Jewish chaplain, Rabbi 
Alexander Goode.  I contacted the Jewish War Veter-

mind,” Craig Fugate told S.A.L. 
members during their October 
National Executive Committee 
meeting in Indianapolis.  Fugate is 
Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency.  He 
was invited to address the N.E.C. 
by S.A.L. National Commander 
Jim Roberts, who used to work for 
Fugate in Florida’s Department of 
Homeland Security.
 “Government can never replace 
citizens who are impacted by di-
sasters,” said Fugate.  “There just 
aren’t enough people that can get 
there fast enough.”
 Fugate pointed to Tuscaloosa, 
AL as another example of a com-
munity that lost more than build-
ings, trees and lives.  The commu-

nity’s police and emergency rescue 
communications were destroyed, 
as well.
 “On a personal level, what’s 
your emergency communications 
plan?  If the cell towers go down 
in your town, how will you get in 
contact your family?”
 “Historical emergency planning 
tends to ignore the worth of people 
who have been impacted.  The clos-
est, fastest response is from your 
neighbor.  We should stop look-
ing at people as victims and look 
at them as survivors.  It doesn’t 
matter how good FEMA is or isn’t, 
we’re only one part of the team.”
 Fugate explained how his agen-
cy’s thinking has evolved and now 
works to create partnerships and 
promote personal preparedness.  
Private sector businesses, espe-

cially “big box” stores like Wal-
Mart, Lowes, Menards and others 
already have the transportation ca-
pability to move large amounts of 
supplies into disaster areas.  Their 
sizable parking lots also have the 
potential to serve as staging areas 
to serve large numbers of people.  
He went out of his way to include 
the Sons and The American Legion 
Family as important potential part-
ners in any disaster.  He pointed out 
that Legion posts can be utilized as 
emergency command and commu-
nications centers and as centers for 
food preparation and distribution.
 Fugate congratulated the S.A.L. 
on its program to promote CERT 
(Citizen Emergency Response 
Team) training.
 Closing his remarks, Fugate 
asked Sons, “Are you prepared?”
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By James Roberts III
National Commander

Getting back to blue is his goal

Do you have a story to share?

Send ideas and pictures to:

National Update
c/o Mike Pipher, Editor

612 S. State Road 446 - #35C
Bloomington, IN  47401

or
mpipher@iu.edu

Next deadline is February 1, 2012

CWF from Page 3

 My fellow Sons – I am so very humbled 
to have the opportunity to serve as your Na-
tional Commander this year. We have a great 

 Just one week before taking the oath 
of office as National Commander, Jim 
Roberts lost his father, James – the man 
who gave him an S.A.L. membership 
as a birthday present in 1978.  A stroke 
suffered in June had guaranteed Jim’s 
dad would not be able to attend the 
S.A.L. National Convention in Min-
neapolis where Jim would be elected.  
The family had even been making ar-
rangements to transmit Jim’s election 
and installation back to Florida so his 
dad could watch.
 “This is something I want to do for 
him and honor him this year,” says the 
Sons’ newest commander, an honorary 
life member of Lakeland, FL Sq 4.  “As 
we got farther into the weekend at the 
convention, it got harder knowing he 
was not going to be there, but I was sur-
rounded by a great American Legion 
Family.”
 Following the convention, Com-
mander Roberts’ work got underway in 
earnest.  Commander Jim says he wants 
to “get back to blue” in his administra-
tion.  His three biggest priorities will 
be communication, commitment and 
recognition.  He wants to provide na-
tional and state leaders with the tools 
they need to communicate effectively 
with squadrons.  He wants everyone to 
commit to doing well in whatever job 
is before them.  He wants to recognize 
those members who are doing a good 
job.  One additional goal is to improve 
the organization’s membership reten-
tion rates.
     Throughout his year as the leader 
of the Sons, Jim will have plenty of 
help at home from his wife of 20 years, 
Anita, and their two daughters Jessica 
and Jasmine.  The girls are serving this 
year as Florida’s Auxiliary Department 
Junior Honorary President and Vice 
President, respectively.
 Jim is currently employed by 
the Florida Division of Emergency 
Management and serves as a re-
gional coordinator. 

Marrow Transplant for Children.”
- Birth Defect Research for Children of Orlan-
do, FL was awarded $18,500 for their project, 

“Birth Defect Research for Children’s Accessibility & Outreach Project.”
- Children’s Institute, Inc. of Rochester, NY was awarded $9,500 for 
their project, “Building Strong Military Families Through Play.”
- Mercy Medical Airlift of Virginia Beach, VA was awarded $43,400 for 
their project, “Child Health Program - Info Dissemination Upgrade.”  
- National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth (NAEHCY) of Minneapolis, MN was awarded $41,000 for their 
project, “Voices for Homeless Students.”
- National Center for Missing and Exploited Children of Alexandria, 
VA was awarded $25,500 for their project, “Child ID App.”
- Organization for Autism Research of Arlington, VA was awarded 
$49,355 for their project, “Understanding Autism: A Guide for Secondary 
Teachers.”
- Second Wind Fund, Inc. of Lakewood, CO was awarded $23,724 for 
their project, “Teen Suicide IS Preventable: Campaign to educate school 
gatekeepers about suicide prevention and how Second Wind Fund, Inc. 
can help reduce the teen suicide rate in their communities.”
- Starr Commonwealth- National Institute for Trauma and Loss in 
Children (TLC) of Albion, MI was awarded $20,000 for their project, 
“Trauma Informed and Resilience Focused Virtual Resource Center for 
Military Parents.”
- Texas National Guard Family Support Foundation (TXNGFSF) of 
Austin, TX was awarded $40,000 for their project, ““My Parent Is De-
ploying To Combat”.”
- The American Legion Department of Arizona/ Detachment of Arizona 
of Phoenix, AZ was awarded $49,500 for their project, “Deployment Josh 
Development Program.”
- The American Legion, Department of Kansas of Topeka, KS was 
awarded $32,000 for their project, “Drug Free America - Ruler - Book-
mark.”
- ThinkFirst Foundation (ThinkFirst National Injury Prevention Foun-
dation) of Naperville, IL was awarded $25,715 for their project, “Think-
First Campaign to Prevent Childhood Injuries.”
- Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors, Inc. (TAPS) of Washing-
ton, DC was awarded $25,000 for their project, “TAPS Grieving Chil-
dren’s Care Kit - “Klinger: A Story of Hope”

team this year that will be helping us to “Get Back to Blue!” As I said 
at the National Convention, my three priorities to get us there are Com-
munications, Commitment and Recognition.  We must communicate ef-
fectively across levels of the organization.  We must continue our com-
mitment to our membership, our programs and The American Legion 
Family.  Finally, we must recognize those who are doing good work on 
behalf of The American Legion Family. I know that we can do it and 
that’s why our team includes you.
 I have had the opportunity to make a couple of events this year and I 
want to take time to thank The American Legion Family of Minnesota for 
all of the hospitality shown to my wife and me during our visit to honor 

Kris Nelson, National Presi-
dent of The American Legion 
Auxiliary.  We had a wonderful 
time. My visit to the Detach-
ment of Virginia for their Fall 
Conference was a great time, 
as well.
 So far this year we have been 
working on the Great Mem-
bership Trail Ride. It doesn’t 
matter how you get down the 
trail – we just want you to have 
some fun with your member-
ship this year. We fully expect 
to surpass our December mem-
bership target and we will need 
your help to help us grow be-
yond that point. I expect it will 

be a little difficult as we come into the holidays, but we need to keep our 
focus and with a big team effort we will be successful.
 As we enter the holiday season, please take this time to remember 
those who are less fortunate, all of our nation’s veterans and those who 
are currently serving our nation all over the world. The American Legion 
Family will be participating in many activities to help during the holidays 
and I would encourage all of you to join in. In keeping with my motto of 
“Honoring Those Who Served and Those Serving” - my family and I will 
help prepare and serve Thanksgiving Dinner to veteran patients at the 
Bay Pines VA Hospital in Florida. I hope you will have an opportunity 
to do something similar in your area on a special day or two in the New 
Year.
 From my family to yours – best wishes for safe and enjoyable holi-
days this year.
 Until next time.

Legacy Run 2012 - mark your calendar
 The next American Legion Legacy Run will start Aug. 21 in upstate 
New York, the home Department of National Commander Fang Wong. 
Riders will escort Wong along the 850-mile Run, traversing Pennsylva-
nia, Ohio, Michigan and Indiana before arriving in Indianapolis at Speed-
way Post 500 on the afternoon of Aug. 23.
 There have been six Legacy Runs.  They have netted more than $2.6 
million for college scholarships for the children of U.S. servicemen and 
women killed on active duty on or after Sept. 11, 2001.  Last summer’s 
Run raised more than $660,000.

 Winter can be a difficult time 
for the elderly and for individu-
als with disabilities.  The fami-
lies of deployed veterans can also 
find times rough during the winter 
months.  Sons can use this as an 
opportunity to make a difference 
in the lives of those we care about.  
Perhaps there are home repairs that 
we can take undertake before the 
snow gets too deep.  Or, when it 
does get deep, there will always be 
doorsteps and sidewalks that need 
shoveling.  Now would be a good 
time to prepare a list of squadron 
members with specific trade skills, 
those physically able to do general 
chores.  Even younger members 
could offer to help with chores or 
baby-sit for a working spouse. If a 
spouse doesn’t have a car, driving 
them to the store or to a doctor’s 
appointment may be something 
that will help.  If the squadron has 
resources, it might even assist with 
the purchase of some groceries or 
medications.
 The American Legion has pro-
grams in place to aid veterans and 
military families.  Most of them 
can be found at www.legion.org.

Heroes to Hometowns 
program offers help 
during difficult months

Say hello to our newest 
National Commander
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 (Above Right) A popular activ-
ity for Sons these days is to donate 
G.I. Josh dogs to the families of 
troops being deployed.  Most of us 
thought the dogs would wind up in 
the hands of children, but it turns 
out G.I. Josh dogs are starting to 
show up on military bases around 
the globe.  (Below Right) Josh cer-
emoniously receives a Combat Action Badge in 
Iraq.  Josh’s motto is:  “Ready, willing, and able 
to serve as a comfort and communication tool to 
the Family’s of our military men and women.”

 Each year on Memorial Day, Ohio’s 3rd Dis-
trict S.A.L. hosts a picnic for the patients at the 
Dayton VA Medical center. Squadrons in the dis-
trict donate funds to pay for the event.  Approxi-
mately 150 patients were served traditional pic-
nic food, always a welcome break from hospital 
food.

 In August, Sons from Whittemore, IA Sq 425 con-
ducted their first Purple Heart Day program.  They  ded-
icated a new S.A.L. Purple Heart Garden, and recog-
nized Purple Heart recipients. (Right) Sixty-five people 
attended the program and was followed by a meal and 
entertainment at Legion Hall.

 Mike Sekletar is an artist and a member of Amherst, 
OH Sq 111.  He has painted a mural on the side of a down-
town building depicting Joe Rosenthal’s famous photo 

of the U.S. 
flag being raised over Iwo 
Jima during World War II.  
The mural is 20 feet tall 
with a real flag and pole 
extending another 15 feet 
higher.  (Left) 

  For 21 years, 
Detachment of New Jersey 
Sons have held a watch fire 
bonfire vigil at the beach. 
Its flames are symbolic his-
tory’s beacons for the lost 
and serves as a visible re-
minder of 73,000 American 
POW/MIAs’ plight. (Right)

  The watch fire lights the way for our missing. It follows the tradition of the one 
described in The Battle Hymn of the Republic:
	 I	have	seen	Him	in	the	watch-fires	of	a	hundred	circling	camps,
	 They	have	builded	Him	an	altar	in	the	evening	dews	and	damps;
	 I	can	read	His	righteous	sentence	by	the	dim	and	flaring	lamps:

 His day is marching on.

 Sons from Stanley, LA Sq 69 run a program 
called “Project Incentive” that donates new bicycles to 
deserving youngsters.  This year, six bikes were hand-

ed out during award ceremonies at Alice Boucher El-
ementary School in Lafayette, La.  (Below)

 All members of the S.A.L. can subscribe to The 
American Legion Magazine for 12 issues for only $6 
per year. Readers will enjoy articles about foreign af-
fairs, ordinary citizens accomplishing extraordinary 
things, military valor, veteran’s health care, history, 

etc. Keep up to date with programs of The American Legion and items of general 
interest.
 Send a check or money order for $6 along with your complete name, address, 
date of birth, phone, e-mail and S.A.L. ID number to: The American Legion, Data 

Services – N0808, Magazine 
Non-Member Subscriptions, 
P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206.

 Here’s one S.A.L. member 
who found a way to bring at-
tention to a hot political issue 
in Pennsylvania.  Paul Mathi-
son of Wayne, PA Sq 668 
completed the PennUltimate 
Run, a one-lap, 1,022 mile 

run around the state in an effort to raise 
awareness about this year’s redistrict-
ing and to inspire reform in the once-
in-a-decade process.  Mathison ran an 
average of one marathon each day for 
39 days.  He endured harsh weather, 
heavy traffic, Appalachian Mountains 
and much more.  His jaunt drew a great 
deal of attention from news media 
along the way.  (Right)

 The capturing and collecting of date 
of birth information for the Nation-
al records of our members has been 
a slow process. This information is 
contained on the membership register 
for every member of the Sons. Many 
Squadrons throughout the Country have not submitted this information 
accordingly. The information is needed for demographic needs as well 
as future actuarial studies used for insurance plans, etc. The information 
can be submitted accordingly by postcards, date of birth form, or on the 
member data forms. Detachments are encouraged to pass this informa-
tion on to all Squadrons and members during scheduled Conferences 
and Sons meetings.

 Sons are busy down in Texas.  On one recent weekend, Sons from 
around District 10 gathered at Bastrop, TX Sq 533 and spent the af-
ternoon sorting clothing donations for the victims of the Bastrop wild-
fire.  Over 1,500 homes in the area were burned.  The Detachment of 
Texas went to work coordinating donations that have already surpassed 
$220,000.

 Sometimes it’s the little things that matter a lot.  Sons from Little River, 
SC Sq 186 (Below) have been working with other Legion Family mem-
bers to support our troops overseas.  In talks with vets who have returned 
home, they found 
out that troops in 
Afghanistan find 
a lot of uses for 
wet naps.  So, 
Sons and their 
friends packed 
up 1,000 pack-
ets and sent them 
overseas.
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Looking for ways to improve in 2012NEF part of the 
preparedness plan By Michael Moss

National C & Y Chairman
ans office in Washington DC and they were very 
surprised to learn of this omission.  They suggest-
ed I speak with Rear Admiral (ret.) Harold Robin-
son in New York.  When I spoke to Admiral Rob-
inson, he said, “We need to do something about 
this.” 
 Thus began our mission.
 We knew we would need to do at least three 
things:  raise money for the project, research the 
names of the Jewish Chaplains who died in ser-
vice and create a monument design.  It took a cou-
ple of years, but about $40,000 was raised.  The 
names of 14 rabbis were identified to be honored 
on the marker.  We also came up with a design 
for the monument.  We thought the mission was 
complete at that point, but soon learned that the 
project would require the approval of Congress. 
 Last January, a lot of people, including many 
Jewish war veterans groups and the Jewish Chap-
lains Council, contacted members of Congress to 
solicit support for the project.  After a five month 
campaign, the House of Representatives voted 
280 to 0 on May 23 to approve our project.  Later 
that same week,  the U.S. Senate voted its approv-
al by “Unanimous Consent.”  One month later we 
presented the project design to the U.S. Fine Arts 
Commission, an all-star team of architects and 
museum curators.  They approved the plan with 
one minor change.
 It is hard to describe what the setting was like 
in the Memorial Amphitheater on October 24.  
The sun was shining, admirals, generals, famous 

Monument from Page 1

politicians and heads of veterans organizations were all 
assembled on the dais with the West Point Choir just be-
hind us.  An extraordinary group of veterans and family 
members of the chaplains filled the amphitheater in front 
of us, surrounded by white marble columns.
 We followed a number of American Legion traditions 
at events connected to the dedication.  An MIA/POW 
ceremony was conducted at the celebration dinner the 
night before.  We ended the dedication ceremony itself 
with “God Bless America” led by the West Point Jewish 
Choir.  In comments, we credited American Legion Post 
1048 in Dobbs Ferry, NY for conducting the “Four Chap-
lains” services where, as a young boy, I first learned the 
story of the “Four Chaplains.”  It was that story which 
led to our search for four names at Chaplains Hill one 
day three years ago and, ultimately, led to the placement 
of a new memorial that will continue to honor the rabbi 
chaplains - veterans all - who gave their last full measure 
in service to our country.

Chaplains Hill at Arlington National Cemetery.  The new 
monument recognizing rabbi chaplains (far right) is the 
result of efforts of Sons of The American Legion and others.

(Below) Ken Kraetzer tells the story of how he and 
fellow Sons first realized there was no memorial to 
rabbis who have died in the line of military duty.

 Unfortunately, Legion Family 
members will find a need to tap the 
National Emergency Fund in 2012.  
Storms and their accompanying 
rain and flooding will displace 
many of our members.
 Sons of The American Legion, 
as well as Legionnaires and Aux-
iliary members, are eligible for an 
NEF grant if their membership is 
up to date and if they have been 
displaced from their primary resi-
dence by a natural disaster, which 
must be proved by showing out-of-
pocket expense receipts. Sons and 
others can apply for a grant of up 
to $1,500 to cover housing costs, 
food and clothing.  More impor-
tantly, once The American Legion 
receives an NEF application, it is 
immediately processed and if ap-
proved, a check is sent directly to 
the S.A.L. member overnight by 
mail.
The NEF is not intended to replace 
or repair items, or cover losses to 
equipment or vehicles. And it does 
not cover insurance compensation 
or monetary losses from a business 
or structures on property such as 
barns, tools or sheds.
 To apply for a grant, download 
the National Emergency Fund 
Grant Application by clicking here: 
http://legion.org/documents/le-
gion/pdf/nefapplication_1007.pdf 
 Applications and further infor-
mation may also be acquired by 
visiting www.legion.org/emergen-
cy or by contacting a Department 
headquarters.
 Overall, the NEF has granted 
more than $6 million to victims 
devastated by destruction caused 
from ice storms, flooding, hurri-
canes, tornadoes and more.

 Last year was a very successful year for Sons 
involved with The Legion’s Children and Youth 
programs.

  Consolidated Report Forms showed increases in dollars, donations 
and volunteer hours.  One of this year’s goals is to increase the number 
of Detachments and squadrons that report their activities.  It’s informa-
tion that is vital to the success of our organization.
  This year the Children and Youth Commission will be promoting vari-
ous programs and focusing on communication within every Detachment.  
Each Detachment’s C&Y Chairman needs to gather and distribute infor-
mation to squadrons throughout their state and report activities back to 
the National HQ. 
  This year, squadrons are able to report donations and hours to the 
Operation Military Kids program on the Consolidated Report Form. In-
formation on all C&Y programs can be found on The American Legion’s 
web site at www.legion.org.
In September, The American Legion’s fifth annual Children and Youth 
Conference in Indianapolis was open to all S.A.L. members.  Next year’s 
conference will be held on September 14 thru 16.
We will celebrate Children and Youth month in April.  Plan an event to 
promote children and youth programs in your Post and community.
  By working together we can make a difference in our children’s lives.

 This year we finish the “Drive to 5” for Child 
Welfare Foundation contributions. Commander 
Roberts has set a goal of $400,000 in contribu-

Continued on Page 7

CWF grant awards announced
By Peter Sierminski
National CWF Chairman

tions for this year, which will allow us to surpass the $5 million mark in 
total contributions to the Foundation.
 Each Squadron that donates at least one dollar per member this year 
will receive a banner to hang on their squadron flagpole.
 Now in its 57th year, The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation 
has awarded $506,683 to 18 non-profit organizations.  These grants have 
been awarded to support worthwhile projects through the dissemination 
of information to the general public and specific target groups.   The fol-
lowing is a brief summary of the grants awarded for 2012:
- Alstrom Syndrome International of Mount Desert, ME was awarded 
$13,125 for their project, “The Alstrom Syndrome Handbook.”
- American Humane Association of Englewood, CO was awarded 
$35,250 for their project, “Family Group Decision Making Docutrain-
ing.”
- Angel Flight Soars, Inc. of Atlanta, GA was awarded $16,564 for their 
project, “Angel Flight Soars ‘Broadcast Outreach Campaign’.”  
- Autism Speaks, Inc. of New York, NY was awarded $22,500 for their 
project, “100 Day Kit for Newly Diagnosed Families.”
- Be The Match Foundation of Minneapolis, MN was awarded $16,050 
for their project, “Super Sam vs. the Marrow Monsters: A Guide to Bone 

 Getting schools involved in Americanism pro-
grams early will pay off in the long run.  Now is the 
time to personally deliver information about Ameri-
canism programs to principals, counselors and teach-
ers.  Just sending packets to schools doesn’t always 
mean it will be used, or even read.
 Programs like The American Legion Oratorical 
Scholarship Contest, Boys State, Scouting and Ju-
nior Shooting Sports are all aimed at youngsters.
 Pamphlets and other sources of information about 
all of these programs are available from Departments 
and National Headquarters. 

Spread the word early


