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Children & Youth (C&Y)



Children & Youth Programs brochure offers a 
glimpse into the national C&Y programs.

• Committee on Youth Education
• Child Safety
• Child Health
• Family Support Network
• Temporary Financial Assistance 

program
• Child Welfare Foundation
• Veterans and Children 

Foundation
• Children & Youth Month



The purpose of the committee is to formulate, recommend and 
implement plans, programs and activities designed to: 

• Assure care and protection for the children of veterans. 

• Improve conditions for all children and youth, with due concern for 
maintaining the integrity of the family home. 

• Prevent social and physical ills of children and youth where possible. 

• Maintain a balanced program that provides for their physical, 
emotional, intellectual and spiritual needs. 

The Children & Youth Committee of the 
National Americanism Commission



Child Safety
This Children & Youth program 
provides information on how to keep 
kids safe.

The Halloween brochure offers tricks 
and treats on how to keep children safe 
as they venture out for a night of fun 
and excitement.

The Play It Safe brochure explains the 
six most common reasons for 
accidental death of children. The 
brochure also provides resources for 
parents who have questions.



Child Health
Keeping our children healthy is just as important 
as keeping them safe.

Know the Warning Signs of Youth Suicide offers 
a vital information on how to spot someone 
who may be struggling with thoughts of 
suicide. Suicide is the second leading cause of 
death in children ages 15-24. This brochure also 
offers resources for youth, along with their 
family members, dealing with suicidal thoughts.

The Gateway Drugs brochure offers insight into 
gateway drugs and their highly addicting habit-
forming nature. Trying any type drug can often 
lead to a habit-forming addiction. Choose not to 
use.



Children &Youth
The April is Children & Youth Month brochure offers 
ideas and suggestions to help celebrate children in 
your local area. The brochure shares how to become 
more active within your community to promote 
youth programs.

National Family Week helps celebrate the family. 
Families are no longer made up of just parents and 
siblings. In today’s world families include extended 
family members, neighbors, or close friends.

Many military families experience the struggle of 
being away from a loved one for an extended period; 
creating a support network for military families 
within your community can be vital. National Family 
Week takes place annually during the week of 
Thanksgiving.



• Allows departments an opportunity for enhanced reporting 
on assistance provided to children and youth by levels other 
than posts (such as district, county, area, department) that is 
not captured through the Consolidated Post Report.

• The Department C&Y Report is due annually to National 
Headquarters on July 1.

Department C&Y Report



Department C&Y Report



TEMPORARY 
FINANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE 
(TFA)



Temporary Financial Assistance 
• TFA provides non-repayable cash grants to veterans and active duty 
servicemembers with minor child(ren) in the home.

• The onetime TFA grant helps veterans meet basic needs for
housing, utilities, food, clothing and medical expenses, thereby keeping
child(ren) in a stable environment.

• Eligibility for a TFA grant is established once a complete investigation has 
been done at the local level (post, department). Once a financial need is
determined, it is required that all other forms of assistance has been sought,
utilized or exhausted before applying for a TFA grant.

• The TFA program is funded by The American Legion Veterans and Children
Foundation.



TFA Eligibility Criteria

• The qualifying veteran or active-duty servicemember must have 
minor child(ren) living in the home.

• The minor child must not be older than 17, or 20 if still enrolled 
in high school or is physically handicapped. 

• No child reaching the age of 21 may be considered for TFA.



TFA Eligibility Criteria

• The minor child(ren) must be the biological child, stepchild, or 
in the legal custody of, a qualifying veteran or active-duty 
servicemember.

• A qualifying veteran is defined as a member of the U.S. Armed 
Forces serving on federal orders current under Title 10 of the 
United States Code, inclusive of all components, OR any 
veteran possessing an up-to-date membership in The 
American Legion.

• Active duty applicants can be considered without being a 
member of The American Legion. 



What TFA does
• Provides a onetime non-repayable cash grant of up to $1,500 

for the eligible minor child(ren) of a qualifying veteran.

• Helps meet the basic needs of minor children when parent(s)
or guardian(s) are experiencing financial difficulties. TFA
covers the following approved expenses:

• Shelter (mortgage or rent)
• Utilities (electric, gas, water)
• Food
• Clothing for the child(ren)
• Medical or dental care of the child(ren)
• Medications for the child(ren)



What TFA does not do

• Does not strive to simply make the family’s financial situation
more “comfortable” by easing their debts.

• Does not try to give a family a “clean slate” on their debts.

• Is not a long-term or repeatable solution. 

• TFA will not provide for expenses that does not directly
contribute to the basic needs of the child(ren). For example, a 

TFA grant will not pay the bills for a car, phone/cell phone, cable, 
Internet, taxes, transportation, etc.



Overview of TFA Procedures
• Applications generally originate at the post level; this is most optimal 

so there is a local connection between the family and post.
• A local investigator personally visits the family home to validate the 

information provided by the applicant. The investigator fully completes 
the application form and acquires all supporting documentation.

• A fully completed application packet is forwarded by the investigator to 
the department C&Y chairman, adjutant or duly authorized 
department official, in accordance with procedures established by each 
department.

• The department reviews the application, makes its recommendation, 
then sends the application packet to National Headquarters.

• National reviews it. If more information or documentation is 
required, the application packet is returned to the investigator for 
completion.

• Final approval is by the national adjutant. If approved, a two-party 
check to the veteran/servicemember and creditor(s) is issued.



TFA Application Form
• TFA applications are designed to allow any Legionnaire, regardless 

of any previous experience with the TFA program, to successfully 
complete and submit a TFA application.  

• Before undertaking an onsite TFA investigation, it is recommended 
that investigators first confirm: 
– Age of the child(ren)
– Legion membership of the veteran or active duty orders of the 

servicemember
– Legal custody of the children



TFA Application Form

• Forms may be obtained from:
– Department headquarters
– Department Children & Youth chairman



TFA Investigator’s Report

• In order to award a TFA grant, National Headquarters must 
have sufficient information to justify the need for such a 
grant, therefore, it is vital that the investigator complete a 
thorough report. The investigator’s report must detail the 
situation that brought the veteran to The American Legion for 
assistance. What steps are being put into place to help the 
veteran get back on their feet? What is the follow-up plan by 
the investigator or the post with the applicant?



TFA Supporting Documentation
• Copies of the following documents must accompany each TFA 

application:
– Current Legion membership card or current active-duty military 

orders
– Birth certificates of child(ren)
–Marriage license (as applicable)
–Death certificate (as applicable)
– Custody documentation, divorce decrees and legal name 

changes (as applicable)
– All current statements, bills, leases, foreclosures, eviction 

notices, disconnection notices, etc., to be considered 



TFA DO’s

– Do use black or blue ink on form and clearly print or type.
– Do complete entire application
• “N/A” or incomplete sections will likely result in a denial or delay.

– Do completely document that all other sources of assistance 
have been sought or are exhausted.

– Do attach all required documentation.
– Submit copies of all expenses to be considered
• All bills to be considered must include most current statement or 

letter from the creditor.
– Do submit the application packet in a timely manner.
– Do call National Headquarters with questions or concerns.
– Do submit any additionally requested information as soon as 

possible.



TFA DON’Ts
–Don’t expect payment for a bill that did not have accompanying 

documentation.
–Do not expect approval without clear demonstration that the 

veteran is a current Legion member or currently on active-duty 
orders.
–Don’t include originals as supporting documents; use copies ONLY –

documents are not returned.
–Do not provide bad copies; must be legible.
–Do not provide the applicant National Headquarters contact info to 

follow-up on their application.
–Don’t send application packets directly to National. You must use 

department routing first.
–Do not promise the applicant or creditors ANYTHING.
–Don’t be afraid to tell an applicant that they do not qualify.



TFA Action Form 

• If a TFA application is denied or additional information is 
necessary, National Headquarters will return a TFA Action 
Form (checklist) to the department point of contact 
indicating the reason(s) for the returned or denied 
application.



CHILD
WELFARE 

FOUNDATION
(CWF)



CWF Overview
• In 1954, the Child Welfare Foundation, Inc. was developed as a

repository of funds from individuals who wished to contribute to
the betterment of children in this country.

• CWF has awarded over $17 million in grants since 1954. 
• CWF accepts funding proposals from nonprofit organizations for

projects that contribute to the physical, mental, emotional and
spiritual welfare of children. 

• Grants are only given to nonprofit organizations that help U.S. 
children in a large geographic area; they are not awarded for 
day-to-day operating expenses or special operating expenses.

• 100 percent of every dollar donated goes to fund the grants – few 
other foundations can make that claim.



CWF History
• In 1952, Arkansas Department Commander Dr. Garland Murphy, Jr.,

came to the Legion with an offer to provide a valuable contribution
if the organization could figure out a way his gift could be used to
benefit children.

• In 1954, the CWF was duly incorporated and Dr. Murphy assigned
to the foundation deeds to fractional mineral rights on nearly
10,000 acres of land in the oil-rich Williston Basin in Montana and
North Dakota.

• CWF was developed as a repository of funds from those who
wished to contribute to the betterment of children in this country.

• When it was founded, the CWF was the only national organization 
of its kind devoted exclusively to programs involving young 
people.

• The first CWF grant was awarded in 1955.



CWF Grant Facts
• Over $17 million has been awarded to assist children and youth 

throughout this country.

• CWF is a separate corporation from The American Legion with its 
own charter.

• CWF has its own Board of Directors as the governing body.

• Grant applications are accepted starting May 1 and received by 
July 15 each year.

• Grants are awarded in October and the funds are available the 
following Jan. 1.

• Grants range from $6,000 to over $60,000. Average grant is 
between $10,000 and $45,000.



CWF Grant Guidelines
• Grants are only awarded to nonprofit, tax exempt organizations.
• Grants are awarded to support projects benefiting children.
• Grants are not made for:
– normal operating expenses (telephone, computer, office 

space rent, etc.)
– construction
– to match government funds
– defraying school expenses for master or doctoral candidates
– personnel expenses (salaries, insurance, training/seminars, etc.)
– travel (lodging, food, registration, perdiem, etc.)
– purchasing equipment
– consulting services
– producing materials or medium in a language other than English



CWF Grant Guidelines

• Grants must have the greatest potential for helping children in a 
large geographic area.

• Helping the children of this nation is CWF’s primary concern.  It 
does not fund programs that fail to meet the basic criteria of 
direct benefit to children.



CWF Website
• CWF grant application and instructions
• Grant guidelines
• Listing of past grant recipients
• Helpful grant writing tips
• Useful link

cwf-inc.org

http://www.cwf-inc.org/


General Conditions of a CWF Grant

• Reports of progress and expenditures are required.

• Any unexpended balance must be returned to CWF.

• Courtesy copy of all materials created, distributed with  
CWF funds from the grant.

• CWF must be notified immediately for arrangements if 
assigned project manager departs prior to completion of 
the approved project.



CWF
CHILDREN’S ACTION TEAM

(CAT)



CWF Children’s Action Team

• The mission of the CWF depends heavily upon CAT members.
• A CAT member is a representative of, and advocate for, the CWF 

within their respective departments.
- CAT members actively help to provide an awareness of the 

CWF and encourage regular and annual contributions from all 
levels within the Legion Family, as well as from merchants and 
corporations.

- CAT members also stay on the lookout for children and youth 
organizations throughout their state that may benefit by 
assistance from CWF and provide them information on how 
to apply for a grant.



CWF Children’s Action Team
• Contact CWF at National Headquarters to apply for CAT 

membership.
• As a member you will receive:

1)  CAT Pack newsletter 
2) CAT application
3)  CAT certification test

• The newsletter assists in completing the certification test.
• Return completed application and certification test to National, 

along with a $25 check made out to CWF.
• Notification of test results returned within 3-4 weeks.
• Those who achieve a passing mark not only become a certified 

CAT member for their department, but also receive a CAT 
certificate, wallet card, lapel pin and access to exclusive CAT 
information.



VETERANS
AND

CHILDREN FOUNDATION
(VCF)



VCF Overview
• Described as “a renewed commitment to the future,” The

American Legion Veterans and Children Foundation was
established to spark that commitment to assist veterans with 

their benefit claims, and children of veterans in need for decades to 
come.

• In 2018, the National Executive Committee approved by 
resolution a name change for The American Legion Endowment 
Fund to do business under the name Veterans and Children 
Foundation, which more accurately reflects its mission.

• A fundraising campaign kicked off to replenish VCF with $25 
million over the next several years.



VCF Overview
• The American Legion Endowment Fund, now doing business as

the Veterans and Children Foundation, was built from a $5
million fundraising campaign in 1924 (that’s $71 million in
today’s dollars)

• The 1924 campaign was conducted by National Commander 
James A. Drain at a time when American Legion membership 
was less than half of what it is today.

• The purpose of the fund was twofold, as it continues to be: 
- help military and veteran families in need 
- provide needed assistance to former servicemembers

navigating the complexities of veteran
benefits and opportunities



VCF Overview
• Consider VCF as “Endowment Fund 2.0,” only with a much

more illustrative, descriptive name. 

• Retooling the 1925 Endowment Fund as VCF renews the Legion’s 
commitment to children by delivering Temporary Financial
Assistance grants to those in need and expert assistance for
service officers to help veterans and their families.

• Since 1925, the VCF has delivered over $30 million in financial 
assistance for disabled veterans and families of veterans and military 
servicemembers.

• The core of the fund is not touched. It is the income from the 
foundation investments that’s used to fund Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation programs and the Temporary Financial Assistance 
program, allowing the fund to exist and provide assistance in 
perpetuity.



VCF Mission
Temporary Financial Assistance. A one-time non-repayable grant of up to 
$1,500 to a qualifying veteran with minor child(ren) in the home to 
help cover the basic needs of the child(ren).

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation. Provides training for American Legion 
service officers who work tirelessly to help veterans and families free-of-
charge to understand their health-care benefits, education and 
employment opportunities.



VCF Need
• In recent years, The American Legion Endowment Fund has only 

been able to cover portions of Temporary Financial Assistance 
grants and veterans support needs as the global war on 
terrorism continues to add years to the longest armed conflict in 
U.S. history.

• Across the country, more than 3,000 accredited American Legion 
service officers are continuously working on behalf of some 
700,000 veterans and their families at any one time. 

• Service officers provide expert, free-of-charge assistance 
through the VA benefits process, including appeals, and connect 
veterans with other benefits and opportunities due to them as 
veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces.



VCF Need
• Veteran’s families facing eviction, disconnected utilities and no 

food in their homes have been assisted in a TFA cash grant.

• In 2018, 374 minor children of 178 eligible veterans received 
$228,975 in cash grants throughout the United States. These grants 
helped maintain shelter, utilities, food and clothing for minor 
child(ren).

• In 2019, 3,277 minor children of 1,777 veterans throughout 44 
states received $1,141,903 in non-repayable cash grant assistance 
at the national level. Within those grand totals there were 2,767 
minor children of 1,539 U.S. Coast Guard servicemembers who 
received nearly $1 million in cash grants during the longest federal 
government shutdown in our nation’s history.



“A hundred years from now it
will not matter what my bank
account was, the sort of house
I lived in, or the kind of car I
drove…but the world may be
different because I was
important in the life of a
child.” – (Unknown)



Que
stio

ns?

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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