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The American Legion Family encourages community to wear 
a red poppy on National Poppy Day®, May 22,2020 

Wear a red poppy on National Poppy Day® as a symbol to honor the fallen 
and support the living heroes who have worn our nation’s uniform. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: _GoBack]CITY, STATE, DATE, 2020 – With Memorial Day on the horizon, The American Legion Family reminds the public that Congress supports May 22, 2020 as National Poppy Day®. The American Legion encourages all patriotic Americans to wear or display a red poppy as a symbol of remembrance and hope. 

“The American Legion Family is pleased to have brought National Poppy Day® to the United States,” said ________, title of American Legion Post/Unit #__. “Wearing a poppy the Friday before Memorial Day is a reminder to remember those who have made the ultimate sacrifice and is a symbol of hope for the generations to come who will answer our nation’s call to military service. It is important for Americans to remember that we have an entirely new group of veterans. Supporting them and their families is absolutely essential.” 

The red poppy came to symbolize the blood shed by those who fought and those who continue to fight for our country following World War I. It was popularized by the publication of the wartime poem “In Flanders Fields.” Written by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, M.D. while serving on the front line in World War I, the poem honors soldiers killed in battle. In 1920, the poppy became the memorial flower of The American Legion Family. 

Each year, members of The American Legion Family, led by The American Legion Auxiliary, distribute poppies with a request that the person receiving the flower make a donation. All donations received on National Poppy Day® will be used by The American Legion Family to support the future of local veterans, active-duty military personnel and their families with medical and financial needs. 

For more information about National Poppy Day® and to purchase poppy-themed items please go to poppydayusa.org. 

About The American Legion 
[image: ]The American Legion is the largest wartime veterans service organization with nearly 
2 million members in 12,875 posts across the nation. Chartered by Congress in 1919, 
The American Legion is committed to mentoring youth and sponsoring wholesome community programs, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting a strong national security, and continued devotion to servicemembers and veterans. Learn more at www.legion.org. 

About The American Legion Auxiliary 
[image: ]Founded in 1919, the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) helps to advance the mission 
of The American Legion. With nearly three-quarters of a million members, it is the world’s largest women’s patriotic service organization and one of the nation’s most prominent supporters of veterans, military, and their families. ALA members volunteer millions of hours annually, with a value averaging $2 billion each year. From helping to draft the GI Bill in 
1944 to advocating for veterans on Capitol Hill, The American Legion Family has been instrumental 
in advancing legislation that improves the quality of life for our nation’s veterans. To learn more and get involved, visit www.ALAforVeterans.org. 

### 

image2.jpg




image1.jpg




image3.jpg
THE AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY
NATIONAI POPPY DAY ®




