[image: ]

SAMPLE LETTER TO ACCOMPANY PROCLAMATION 


DATE 

NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE ZIP 

Dear Mayor NAME, 

The American Legion, with the support of Congress, has designated May 22, 2020, as National Poppy Day. We encourage all patriotic Americans to wear or display a red poppy on this day as a symbol of remembrance and hope. This is a wonderful opportunity to educate the public about the servicemembers who have made the ultimate sacrifice fighting for our freedom. 

The American Legion Family would be honored to have your support by sponsoring an official proclamation in CITY/STATE to recognize May 22,2020, as National Poppy Day® in our community. Your proclamation would lend official recognition to the importance of all citizens, residents and visitors in CITY observing this day to honor every servicemember who has died in the name of liberty, freedom and democracy. I have enclosed a sample proclamation which may be of use to your office to compose the appropriate proclamation for CITY/STATE. 

EVENT INFORMATION SAMPLE: The American Legion Family will be holding a special event on DATE at LOCATION to distribute poppies to citizens. We extend an invitation to you to attend this special event and present your proclamation. If you are unable to attend, a representative of your office is welcome to read the proclamation to our supporters on DAY OF EVENT. 

If you or your staff have any questions concerning the request, the sample proclamation, or National Poppy Day®, please call me at TELEPHONE NUMBER. I will follow up on this request with your office in the next few days. As always, we appreciate your support of National Poppy Day® and helping The American Legion Family to honor those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms. 

Sincerely, 




NAME 
TITLE, American Legion Post/Unit #___ 

Enclosure 



PROCLAMATION EXAMPLE 


The Mayor’s Office 

Expressing support for the designation of May 24, 2019, as National Poppy Day® in honor of our fallen. 

THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
DATE, 2020 

American Legion Post/Unit #__ TITLE NAME submitted the following proclamation; which was referred to the OFFICE OF THE MAYOR for review. 

PROCLAMATION 

Expressing support for the designation of May 22, 2020, as National Poppy Day in CITY and recognizing the importance of honoring those who have worn our nation’s uniform; and 

WHEREAS, poppies are worn and displayed as a symbolic tribute to our fallen and the future of living veterans and servicemembers; and 

WHEREAS, at the end of World War I, The American Legion adopted the poppy as a symbol of freedom and the blood sacrificed by troops in wartimes. The symbolic use of the poppy comes from the poem “In Flanders Fields,” which movingly begins, “In Flanders Fields the poppies blow, between the crosses, row on row,” referring to the poppies that sprang up in the churned-up earth of newly dug soldiers’ graves over parts of Belgium and France; and 

WHEREAS, The American Legion family has long utilized the red poppy as its official flower, symbolizing the blood shed by those who have served in our U.S. military, and it is fitting that as The American Legion celebrates its 100th anniversary, they expand the meaning and symbolism of the poppy, mirroring the manner in which the poppy is symbolically showcased in England and Canada in celebratory fashion on their Remembrance Day, also known as Armistice Day and Poppy Day; and 

WHEREAS, wearing a poppy will unite citizens from across the country who decide to show their patriotism; and 

WHEREAS, May 22, 2020, would be an appropriate date to designate as National Poppy Day®. 

Now, therefore, be it Resolved, that the OFFICE OF THE MAYOR — 

[bookmark: _GoBack](1) supports the designation of May 22, 2020 as National Poppy Day®; and 

(2) encourages all citizens, residents and visitors in CITY to join in observing this day to honor every servicemember who has died in the name of liberty, freedom and democracy while also showing their support for living veterans, servicemembers and their families. 
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