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WHEREAS, The current disability compensation program has proven to be a fair and
equitable manner in which to indemnify veterans suffering disabilities that are incurred or
aggravated in line of duty in the military, naval, or air service; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion is totally supportive of every benefit that is currently
provided to veterans for their past contributions to their country and its welfare; and

WHEREAS, Disability compensation is a monthly payment made by the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) based on a schedule of ratings of reduction in earning capacity from
specific injuries as set forth in title 38, Code of Federal Regulations; and

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of The American Legion that there is no way to adequately
compensate a veteran for loss of ability to be a working, productive member of society, and that
the current monthly rates do not adequately compensate these disabled veterans for the loss due
to reduced earning capacity; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion believes Congress should periodically review the
amount of disability compensation veterans are receiving and provide a cost-of-living adjustment
to assure they have sufficient economic support; and

WHEREAS, Periodically, proposals are made to tax VA disability compensation
benefits; and

WHEREAS, Taxation of these benefits would amount to nothing more than a permanent,
enduring reduction in benefits and would demean the sacrifice and service of our nation's
service-connected disabled veteran population; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 26, 27, 28, 2014, That The American Legion vigorously
oppose any proposal that would subject VA disability compensation benefits to taxation;
and, be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion oppose any administrative or legislative
proposal to dilute or eliminate any provision of the disability compensation program; and,
be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support legislation to amend title 38,
United States Code, section 1114, to provide a periodic cost-of-living adjustment increase
and to increase the monthly rates of disability compensation; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion oppose any legislative effort to
automatically index such cost-of-living adjustments to the cost-of-living adjustment
authorized for Social Security recipients, non-service connected disability recipients and
death pension beneficiaries.



