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WHEREAS, Subsection 11 of section 101, title 38, United States Code (USC), defines 
“period of war” as the Spanish-American War, Mexican Border Period, World War I, World 
War II, the Korean Conflict, the Vietnam Era, the Gulf War and the period beginning on the date 
of any future declaration of war by Congress and the ending on the date prescribed by 
Presidential proclamation or concurrent resolution of Congress; and  

WHEREAS, Title 38, USC, section 1521 (a) provides that the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) shall pay pension to each veteran of a “period of war” who meets the length of 
service requirements specified in section 1521 (j) and who is permanently and totally disabled 
and who meets the income criteria in this section; and  

WHEREAS, Title 38, USC, section 101 (6) recognizes that, for VA purposes, the dates 
for the “period of war’ for the Spanish-American War (April 21, 1898, to July 4, 1902) also 
include service during the Philippine Insurrection, Boxer Rebellion, and service in the Moro 
Province from April 21, 1898, to July 5, 1903; and  

WHEREAS, Operation “Blue Bat” in Lebanon, July 1, 1958, to November 1, 1958, 
Operation “Urgent Fury” in Grenada, October 23, 1983, and Operation “Just Cause” in Panama, 
December 20, 1989, to January 31, 1990, are not qualifying service for pension or benefit 
purposes, under title 38, USC, definition of a “period of war”; now, therefore, be it  

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 26, 27, 28, 2014, That the Congress be urged to include 
in the definition of “period of war” in title 38, United States Code, sections 101 (11) and 
1521, the following periods: the operations in Lebanon in 1958, Grenada in 1983, and 
Panama in 1989-1990 for the purpose of establishing entitlement to VA pension. 

 
 


