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Group 3 for the Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care
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WHEREAS, Qualified Merchant Marines are eligible for veterans benefits; and

WHEREAS, Congress authorized the Mariner's Medal, which was awarded to any
seaman who while serving in a ship during the war period (World War II) was wounded,
suffered physical injury, or suffered through dangerous exposure as a result of an act of enemy of
the United States; and

WHEREAS, Enrollment levels for Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) health care are
set according to eight priority groups established by Congress; and

WHEREAS, Purple Heart and Medal of Honor recipients are accorded Priority Group 3
status for VA health care; and

WHEREAS, Recipients of the Merchant Medal should be accorded similar priority group
status for VA health care; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 26, 27, 28, 2014, That The American Legion support
legislation that would place recipients of the Mariner Medal in the Priority Group 3
enrollment level for Department of Veterans Affairs health care.



