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Warrior Canine Connection is dedicated to supporting veterans through their Mission Based 
Trauma Recovery Model, in which veterans train service dogs that provide mobility and social 
assistance for other veterans with disabilities. Based in Boyd's, Maryland. 
 
  
Mutts With a Mission is dedicated to restoring independence and freedom to veterans, wounded 
warriors, and others through the provision of service dogs. Based in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

 
 
Dogs will be present at the following locations: 

 
Sunday, February 25: TBI, PTSD, and Suicide Prevention Committee meeting, Monroe Room from 
    9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, February 26: Concourse area from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. & Concourse area from 3-5pm 
 

 
Both organizations will have trainers and informational areas for questions as well. 

 

Often, events with busy schedules and large amounts of 
people can be stressful for veterans, especially if the 

veterans are away from their homes and support networks.  
 

VA&R recognizes the Washington Conference as an event 
that may cause feelings of stress or disruption and is 

proud to announce that two organizations accredited under 
Assistance Dogs International will be joining us at the 

Washington Conference.  
 

These two organizations will be bringing dogs for  
companionship to our veterans in attendance.  
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PROGRAM FOR THE AMERICAN LEGION’S 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON HILTON 
   

TBI/PTSD/SUICIDE PREVENTION COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONROE, CONCOURSE LEVEL 

 
Sunday, February 25, 2024 

 

    9:00 a.m.   OPENING REMARKS 

 

William Kile (WV)  

Vice Chairman 

TBI/PTSD Suicide Prevention Committee, presiding 

The American Legion 
      

 9:05 a.m.   ROLL CALL 

   

  Andrew Petrie (DC) 

Health Policy Analyst   

  Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Division 

  The American Legion 

 

9:10 a.m. REMARKS 

   

  Dangers of Unregulated CBD Products 

Paige Figi 

Executive Director 

Coalition for Access Now 

 

10:00 a.m. REMARKS 

  

 Suicide Prevention  

   Paul Bertrand 

   National Capital Region Training and Delivery Manager 

LivingWorks Education USA 

 

                                Bryan Gibb 

   North American Suicide Prevention Manager 

LivingWorks Education USA 
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 10:50 a.m. REMARKS 

 

 Vietnam Survey Mortality Study 

   Dr. Jeanne Stellman 

   Epidemiologist and American Legion Consultant 

            TBI/PTSD Suicide Prevention Committee  

 Columbia University 

  

 11:20 a.m. CLOSED COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 

11:55 a.m.   CLOSING REMARKS 

 

William Kile (WV)  

Vice Chairman 

TBI/PTSD Suicide Prevention Committee 

The American Legion 

 
 

VETERAN AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION COMMISSION MEETING 
MONROE, CONCOURSE LEVEL 

 
Monday, February 26, 2024 
 
9:00 a.m. OPENING SESSION 

   
  Autrey B. James (CA) 
  Chairman 

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission, presiding 
  The American Legion 
 
  INVOCATION 
   
  Alan B. Cohen (FL) 
  Vice Chairman  

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission 
  The American Legion 
 
  MEMORIALIZATION 
   
  Alan B. Cohen (FL) 
  Vice Chairman  

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission 
  The American Legion 
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ROLL CALL 

   
  Tiffany Ellett (VA) 
  Director 

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Division 
  The American Legion 
 

  OPENING REMARKS 
   
  Autrey B. James (CA) 
  Chairman  

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission 
  The American Legion 
 
9:30 a.m. REMARKS  
   
  Lisa Williamson  
  President 

American Legion Auxiliary   
 
9:40 a.m. REMARKS 
   
  Donald “J.R.” Hall  
  National Commander 
  Sons of The American Legion   
 
9:50 a.m. REMARKS 
   
  VHA Innovation Ecosystem 
  Matthew Rowley   
  Community Builder  

Office Of Health and Innovative Learning (OHIL)  
  Department of Veterans Affairs 
 
10:25 a.m. REMARKS 
   
  Digital Medical Record Service for Veterans’ Health Management 
  Chief Executive Officer 

Eugene Luskin 
  Sync.MD 
  
11:00 a.m. PRESENTATION OF OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER AWARD  
   
  Veteran Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) Award  

Daniel J. Seehafer (WI) 
  National Commander 
  The American Legion 
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11:10 a.m. REMARKS 

 

William Kile (WV)  

Vice Chairman  

TBI/PTSD Suicide Prevention Committee 

The American Legion 

 
11:10 a.m.  BREAKING REMARKS 
   
  Autrey B. James (CA) 
  Chairman  

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission 
  The American Legion 
 

11:30 a.m.  LUNCH 

 

12:50 p.m. RETURN FROM LUNCH  

 
1:00 p.m. VA LEADERSHIP PANEL DISCUSSION  

    
   Jaime A. Areizaga-Soto 

Chairman 

Board of Veterans’ Appeals  

Department of Veterans Affairs 

    
   Matthew T. Quinn, Major General, USA, Retired 

Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs 

National Cemetery Administration 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

 

   Dr. Steve Lieberman 
Deputy Under Secretary for Health  

Veterans Health Administration 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

 

   Michael Frueh 
Deputy Under Secretary for Benefits  

Veterans Benefits Administration 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

    
2:00 p.m.  CLOSING REMARKS/ ADJOURN 

    
   Autrey B. James (CA) 

Chairman 

Veteran Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission   

The American Legion 
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VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION 

 
Autrey B. James, CA, Chairman 

Alan B. Cohen, FL, Vice Chairman 
 
 

NATIONAL COMMANDER’S REPRESENTATIVE 
 

Dr. Carl R. Moon, MN 
 

CONSULTANTS 
 

David Heredia Jr., MD  Kenneth W. Kizer, M.D., CA Hon Alan G. Lance, ID 
David K. Rehbein, IA  Paul A. Morin, MA   Steven Kleinglass, FL 
Ronald F. Conley, PA  William M. Diefenderfer, III, VA Jeffery A. Wisely, WV 
      
 

MEMBERS 
 

Lawrence Van Kuran, CA  Thomas J. Florez, CO  James H. Peterson, IA 
Glenn L. Wahus, ND   Steven P. Pintarich, CT  Franklin Leroy 
McKenzie, ME 
Kenneth G. Connors, NJ  Anthony R. DiFrancesco, PA David M. Hicks, IL 
Willard Coffey, MI   Jeremy A. Wolfsteller, MN  Donald R. Harrison, NM 
Warren L. Aas, SD   Dale H. Oatman, WI   Alan B. Cohen, FL 
Amedeo J. Lauria, ME  Candice Hering, MT            Eileen Fisher, NY   
Terry W. Wilson, TN        Lauretta E. Lockhart, VA  

 
 

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Autrey B. James, CA, Chairman 
 

MEMBERS 
 

James W. Stanko, CO        K. Robert Lewis, CT   William J. Smith, PA 
Patrick R. Rourk, NY  Anthony R. DiFrancesco, PA James E Brehio, MA  
 

 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 
William W. Kile, WV, Chairman 

 
MEMBERS 

Robert S Murray, CT   Mary V. Erdman, AR 
Kenneth R Cooper, IN   Christopher V Herndon, DC 
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RESOLUTIONS SCREENING COMMITTEE 

 
Autrey B. James, CA, Chairman 

 
MEMBERS 

 
James Talaska, IL   James E. Brehio, MA   Steven Kleinglass, FL 
Ivan O. McAllister, MS  Hallie Williams, MO   David Sprinkle, NY 

Summer Kristianson, ND 
 
 

TBI/PTSD COMMITTEE 
 

Ronald F. Conley, PA, Chairman 
William W. Kile, WV, Vice Chairman 

 
CONSULTANTS 

 
   Jeanne Mager-Stellman, NY Ronald Poropatich, MD 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Patrick R. Rourk, NY  John P. Powers, NY   Cory E Brockmann, OR 
Dr. Carl Moon, MN   James E Brehio, MA 

 
 

HEALTH ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

James W. Stanko, CO, Chairman 
Kenneth R. Christian Jr., WA, Vice Chairman 

 
NATIONAL COMMANDER’S REPRESENTATIVE 

 
Daniel C. Evers, OR 

 
CONSULTANTS 

 
   James W. Weinreich, RI  Richard J. Huntley, TX 
 

MEMBERS 
 

James E. Kent Jr., GA  Peter C Faraci, IL   J.H. Walsh, LA 
Larry L. Platt, NJ         William S. White, MT  Julie A. Schnitzler, NE 
Alfred E. Varrone, FL       Timothy M. Jurgens, SD  Paul Sullivan, AL 
Michael N. Thurlow, ID  Gloria N. Hall, ME   Paul J. Smith, IN 
Robert E. Munson, KS  Stanley Shaw, MD   Kenneth L. Miller, MI 
Ivan O. McAllister, MS  Ralph P. Bozella, CO  Neysa Wright, MA 
Kimberly R Eberly, NV  Orletta L. Kilen, ND   Rita D. Chandler, VA 
Kenneth R. Christian, Jr., WA Richard J. Sullivan, SC            Denise M. Jamrozy, WI 
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NATIONAL CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

 
James E. Brehio, MA, Chairman 

P. Earl Gleason, NY, Vice Chairman 
 

NATIONAL COMMANDER’S REPRESENTATIVE 
 

Rene A. Berlingeri, PR 
 

CONSULTANTS 
 

Joan Suelter, FL  John W. Lee, OR 
 

MEMBERS 
Manuel Beltran Jr., AZ  Steve A. Robertson, II, VA  Robert R. Desrosiers Sr, MA 
Hallie Williams, MO   Antonio F. Rabbia, NH  Betty M. Jass, MN 
Erick Michaud, RI   Steven V. Conto, WI  Jacqueline Evonsion, CT 
John A. Endres, DE   Willard W. Erickson, IL  P. Earle Gleason, NY 
Daniel L Gross II, OK  John R. McNeal, Jr., OK  Michael D. Murphy, PA 
Raymond T. Grabin, CO  Milton D. Smith, ID   Joseph M. Flynn, KY 
Byron K. Comeaux, LA  Jerry M. Everett, TN   Edward P. Courtney, SC 
Willis S. Turner Sr., TX  Larry A. Haas, WA   Arnold Whatley, OH 
 
 

VETERANS BENEFITS COMMITTEE 
 

William J. Smith, PA, Chairman 
Benjamin E. Headen, AZ, Vice Chairman 

 
NATIONAL COMMANDER’S REPRESENTATIVE 

 
K. Robert Lewis, CT 

 
CONSULTANTS 

 
Ronald L. Chapman, OH         James E. Fialkowski, WI           Joyce A Miller, VA 

      Anders Jamies Jr, AZ 
 

MEMBERS 
 

David S. Sweeney, FL  Antoine L Gordon, AR  Charles Lasseigne, LA 
Jack E Garwood Jr, IN  David K Cook Sr, OH  Philip Templin, AK 
Rafael A Munoz-Cintron, WA Tweila-Rochelle Cauthen, PA John W. Costigan, KY 
Sandra L Schneeberger, NV James H. Stewart, DE  Earlon L. Beale, NH 
Thomas L. Tvrdik, TX  Barbara A. Pittman, DC  Kathy A. Freed, TN 
Lawrence R. Thompson, VT Carl D. Hendrickson, MN  William A. Cleveland, PA 
Audilio Miranda, NM  Tracy L. Vawter, MO  Deanna M. Hurless, WY  
Wilem Wong, NY  


