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DEPARTMENT one via WebEx, then every other Sunday on the other Bi-Monthly
COMMANDER month same first Sunday, same meetings as [ mentioned in last month.

Dennis Owens

Greetings Department of France,

This year is already speeding by. For
the next couple of months, I will be at
my Colorado Ranch with my wife on a
well-deserved vacation for her. Note, I
am still available by phone, WhatsApp
and of course via email.

time, 14:00 for the C&A Meeting. The
next one will be on the 5th of October,
then 7th of December, the Ist of
February, the 5th of April and the 7th
of June. I would really like to see all
Post Commanders and Post Adjutants
participate along with our VCAL, all
four VCs, Membership Chairman, JA
and any special guest that makes sense
to bring in. We knocked our
Membership out of the Park Ilast
Membership Year for the Department
of France. I feel one of the reasons is
that we were in constant contact with
all of the Post Commanders and their
Adjutants in these meetings. If you
have not come to this bi-monthly
meeting, please do consider it. I am
sure that everyone will get something
out of it.

These months are 1 September, 3
November, 5 January, 2 March and the
4th of May 2026.

This month August, I am looking
forward to attending the National
American Legion Convention in
Tampa Bay from the 22nd to 28th of
August. Then I plan to attend the China
Post 1 Reunion in San Diageo 14-19
September.

From what I have seen, our Department
Membership thus far has exceeded our
numbers from last year this time, keep
it up! If we all get on it and have our
100% Posts Memberships before
Christmas, then we will be the top of
the Department lists again. This year, I
will be talking about memberships a bit

I am looking forward to seeing as many more than I did last MY.
Commanders and Adjutants this next Please note that the Commander’s
Sunday the 3rd of August at 14:00 Advisory Counsil Meetings have voted Very Best Wishes,

CEST for our Commander’s and
Adjutant’s Meeting. Please get that

and changed to the First Monday
Evenings at 19:00 versus the first

Commander Dennis
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DEPARTMENT
ADJUTANT

,_‘

John Fleming
Department Adjutant’s Corner
Greetings Comrades,

I will be traveling to the States on 26
July for some vacation and to attend the
National Convention in Tampa Bay.
We will return on 2 September, but
have another activity in Paderborn,
Germany, from 3-7 September. 1 will
be answering emails; however, there
might be some delay.

Certification of Officers: Thank you to
the Posts who have recently held
elections and sent in the Notification
forms. I canadd all Post Officers to the
Post Officers Roster on myLegion.org.
Reminder, after Post elections or a
change in Post Officers, it is required to
send two forms to the Department
Adjutant.

1.Notification  of  Post/Squadron
Commanders & Adjutants: This form
must be sent to the Department
Adjutant immediately (within 24
hours) after Post elections. The form
should be dated the date of the
elections/appointment.

2.Post Officer Certification of Service
Form: This form has been revised and
sent to all Posts. It needs to be
forwarded to the Department Adjutant
as soon as possible after Post elections
(within 15 days). The Effective Date
of Election of Appointment is the date
of the original election or appointment.
For example, if an Officer was elected
on 1 May 2023 and re-elected on 1 May

2024, the Effective Date block will
show 1 May 2023.

These forms are critical to keep the
current Post Officer informed of
Department news. If I do not have the
correct information, your Post may not
receive vital information.

Please contact me for any questions or
if you need the forms.

Dates to Remember:

3 August 2025, 1400 CET -
Commanders Advisory Council

1 September 2025, 1900- CET -
Commanders and Adjutants Meeting,
via WebEx

25 October 2025, 1300 CET - 2nd
Department Executive Committee
Meeting

Thanks, and best wishes.

John Fleming

DEPARTMENT
VCAL

Jim Brotherton

Good day everyone. Really just one
item I really want to cover.

This is directed at all Post Commanders
and Adjutants. As you all are aware, the
American Legion memberships cards
were not available when we held the
DEC/Convention in  June. The

Department Adjutant decided to hold
the American Legion Cards when he
did receive them wuntil he had also
received the SAL cards and will admit
that was a good call. This way it helped
not having too much floating around
out there.

The Department Adjutant has now
forwarded the Legion/SAL cards to the
appropriate Department Vice
Commanders and I believe all Vice
Commanders are now in possession of
the membership cards for their
assigned Posts.

The Department Vice Commanders
will make arrangements to either hand
deliver these cards to each assigned
Post or mail them, whichever is
deemed expedient. If you have not

heard from your assigned Department
Vice Commander, [ urge you to reach
out to your assigned Vice Commander.
If you have not received your cards or
heard from your Department Vice
Commander please let me know and
we will see where the disconnect lies.

If you ever feel that there may be a
communication problem , please feel
free to contact me so we can determine
if there is a problem and if so correct it.
I remind the Commanders and
Adjutants periodically to check your
SPAM folders, to ensure that no
correspondence got diverted there.

I wish everyone a successful
membership year and encourage
everyone to work together to
accomplish this.

REMINDER. "ALIZzNEWSLETTER ARTICLES SHOULD BE TURNED IN BY. THE
28TH OF THE MONTH. I WOULD PREFER IF YOU SENT IT IN WORD FORMAT,

PDF WOULD ALSO DO. GET THE WORD OUT!

Davidg 1959(@t-online.de

DEPARTMENT
NEWSLETTER
EDITOR

David N. Greaux
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DEPARTMENT
VICE COMMANDER

Valerie Prehoda

"Greetings from glorious northern
France to all our DFR comrades! Like
most of you, I'm willing to bet, I've
been busier than a 3-legged goat in an
**_whupping contest...and I thought
2025 was going to be my mellow year
lol! On the heels of our Convention

and besides reaching out to "my" Posts
to get membership cards distributed, I
don't have anything substantive to
report, other than to announce that I'm
honored to represent you all at
National's Membership Workshop 8-9
Aug in Indianapolis. I am looking
forward to bringing back what I've
learned to share with you at the 2nd
DEC in Oct...and will most likely send
the highlights out before then.

From 15-23 Aug, I'll be volunteering
(KP duty!) on the "Isle de Large of the
San Marcouf Islands" off the coast of
Utah Beach in Normandy. The first D-
Day casualties were incurred on that
island, when several commandos were
killed by mines that the Germans had
booby-trapped the island with, as they

had no regular presence there. The
association I belong to is working to
preserve their heroism and repair the
damage that the mines created to the
ancient fortifications there.

Then its vacation time back home in far
west Texas from 25 Augto 27 Sept. I'll
still be available by all means if anyone
needs to reach out.

Here's hoping you all are enjoying your
summer with family and friends, and
see you in October!"

S/F Valérie Prehoda

Vice Cmdr, Dept of France
The American Legion
LtCol, USMC ret

DEPARTMENT
VICE COMMANDER

Kerwin L. Hester

Comrades, I would like to address the
topic of email etiquette. First, I must

admit that [ am guilty of not adhering
to the established rules. As a member
of the post, I observed the messages
from the post commander without
responding. When I ascended to the
position of Post Commander, I allowed
the lack of responses to go unchecked,
as I had done the same previously.
Indeed, 1 acknowledge my error.
However, now as the Vice
Commander, overseeing 7 Posts, I
expect that the Post Commander will
respond to my emails. From the
Department Commander down to the
Post Commander, we must lead by
example. Most are aware that I

typically respond with a simple
"Received," without a formal reply.
This is merely to inform you that I have
acknowledged your message. A
comprehensive response will be
provided within 48 hours. My intention
is to ensure that the correct information
has been received. Furthermore, when
replying, adherence to proper email
etiquette and protocol is expected.
Thank You.

For God and Country

Kerwin L. Hester

Vice Commander

Commander Rhein Main Post GR05

t Everlastin rs

GROS5

ANZEIGE WALTER ERICH BECKER
*21.10.1935 - 1 15.06.2025

Wir nechmen Abschied von meinem licben Vater
und Schwicgervater

“ Walter Erich Becker

*21.10.1935 1 15.6.2025

In Liecbe und Dankbarkeit
Stefan & Silvia

Die Beisetzung findet im engsten Familienkreis auf
dem Friedhof in Walldorf statt.
Walldorf, im Juni 2025

NOTICE: NAMES AND INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE NEWSLETTER ARE STRICTLY FOR THE USE OF MEMBERS ONLY. ANY OTHER USE, SOLICITATION, COMMERCIAL OR
OTHERWISE, OR COPYING OR REPRODUCING BY ANY MEANS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE.

~ 3~



Sco uting‘%Ame rica

TRANSATLANTIC COUMNCIL, BSA

TAC OP TEMPO . [l

Department of Fra uting Program Newsletter

DEPARTMENT SCOUTING DIRECTOR NOTES:

It's been a truly remarkable period for Scouting across the Department of France this
summer. We've seen hundreds of Scouts return from unforgettable summer
adventures at Camp Alpine in Switzerland and Camp Aventura in Croatia, bringing
back new skills and cherished memories. Many also dedicated themselves to
leadership development through National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT), shaping
the next generation of leaders.

On a personal note, | had the privilege of attending Intercamp 2025 in Baumhaolder to
present the NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award to Colonel Rick Gallenaio, a fellow
veteran. It was inspiring to see him, in turn, present Scouting America’s highest award
to Gabe, the newest Eagle Scout from Post BEO2's . We'll be expanding on these
inspiring stories as we develop the Transatlantic Council NESA Military Affinity
Network. Find out more at our TAC NESA Eaple Scout Zoom Round Up on August 19,

Looking ahead, mark your calendars for our Shooting Clays event in October, a great
way to support Scouting and have some fun on the range too.

CF#PM Tty Jaeger

Transatlantic Council, Scouting America celebrates it Diamond Jubilee

« Find Your

Save the Date! Movemnber 14th is the day Transatlantic Council was Mext Adventure!

founded in Heidelberg Germany and we are going to celebrate
back where it all started! Over that weekend the Hotel Konigstuhl
will host the Council Recognition Dinner- and TAC' s birthday party!
More registration information to come soon. Let’s celebrate with this

Department of France Scouting Units

#Cub Scout Pack 97 & Scouts BSA Troop 97
Post 1982 Ansbach, Germany

#Cub Scout Pack 112 & Scouts BSA Troop 112
Post FRO1 Paris, France

This announcement also comes with the challenge to earn the 75% Anniversary Spirit
Award that can be earned by any registered member of Scouting America’s

Transatlantic Council. There are specific requirements for each program level.

ITS RECRUITING SEASON! #Cub Scout Pack 154 & Scouts BSA Troop 154

@ RECRU |‘I.ER‘I With the start of the DODEA School year and other Post GROB Stuttgart, Germany

Y EINIY Y EIFETTETTIY schools following, don’t forget to make sure your +Scouts BSA Troop 12
unit is front and center in your community to let people know you are always welcoming  Post GRO1 Ramstein, Germany
new scouts and adults! Use resources from the Transatlantic Council's membership page 114 802 Transatlantic Scouting Group
to help! How will new families find you? TAC has customizable recruitment flyers Cub Scouts, Seouts BSA, Venturing & Sea Scouts
available! Emails are another way. An information table at your school or public spot is Post BEOZ2 Brussels, Belgium
great. Scouts in their uniforms is great too. Need your custom recruiting link for emails (Servicing all of Europe, Midd e East,
and flyers? The unit Key 3 can find it on the Invitation Manger link in their Central Asia & Africa)
;n}g.scl:lutlcll'lg.cr[gf T‘ccnlu:t. By ihe \;a;, "l'luuth and adl.lllts Lnfa\r wear{:his 5'r.':||:.| un;.h T- e Welcome!

. o

D.tt.nm edge g the r_|g t pocket. Submit your completed form and purchase the limite Join fhﬂ Smu‘l'lng

edition Recruiter 5trip here. Adventure.

The American Legion Scouting Square Knot!

This award is designed to recognize American Legion Family
Members for their dedication and work required to assist in
furthering the Scouting America program in The American Legion. It
is open to all registered scouters who are also American Legion members. It's our
Department’'s 2025/26 goal to award 10 more knots . Interested scouters should reach
out to Trey Jaeger for the progress record to start the journey.

Developing Leaders for our Communities Through Unparalleled Scouting!
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DEPARTMENT
SERVICE OFFICER

Frank Phillips

4'Department \ber

What we do

The Mission of the Department Service Office is to provide benefits information,
assistance and advocacy to all who have served and their families. Many Veterans are
unsure of their entitlement to VA benefits so we ask that anyone who identifies as having
served to contact our office to be directed to an appropriate resource.

The Department Service Office provides services and help with the following benefits:
VA Services:

® Comprehensive VA benefits counseling

® BDD Transition VA Claims

® Assistance with Foreign Medical Program care enrollment

® VA Claims preparation, submission and follow-up on VA decisions

® Initiate and develop appeals on unfavorable VA decisions when appropriate to include
representation at VA Hearings

® Survivors Death Benefits

** We will not advise on Social Security or Do) matters. ONLY VA ISSUES!

What do Department Service Officers do?

A DSO will ensure that Veterans and their
families receive all federal VA benefits available
to them. DSO’s.do this by providing effective
and dedicated representation to veterans

and their families, free of charge. You will never

receive a bill from us!

DSO’s are trained and accredited by the
American Legion to represent veterans in
their claims for VA benefits. DSO's are versed
in applicable federal laws to provide the best
representation possible.

The Department Service Office should be
the first stop for all recently discharged
service members and anvone who has
served in any of our armed forces branches
to receive a complete VA benefit explanation.

Department Service Office Staff

Office Visits by Appointment only:
Please call Wednesday OR Friday,
between 1300 and 1600 hours:
+49 964170587 1837 for an
appointment before visiting the office.

You can also send an e mail to:
VS hillips.de

Location Main Office
USAG Ansbach, Katterbach Kaserne
Building 5818, Room 318
91522 Katterbach-Ansbach, Germany
Map: https://goo.gl/maps/6XJQnGnTDu42

To check the staus of a Claim:

Download and Install the

VA.GOV app.
(android and I0S)

NOTICE: NAMES AND INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE NEWSLETTER ARE STRICTLY FOR THE USE OF MEMBERS ONLY. ANY OTHER USE, SOLICITATION, COMMERCIAL OR
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DESERT SHIELD

7 AUGUST 1990 — 17 JANUARY 1991

DEPARTMENT
MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

James Dennis

Hello Comrades,

We are starting out "good" in membership for the 2026
membership year. We are at almost 60%. Let's see if we can hit
80% by the DEC in October. | believe we can make it and
possibly get a higher percentage. Looking at the standings, here
are our stats.

| am using 10 Aug 2024 for last year's stats.

Today's Percentage: 59.40 2025: 59.40
Post's hit 50% target date: 20 2025: 17
Posts at 100%: 3 2025: 1
Renewal at 100%: 3 2025:0
Total members to date: 1794 2025: 1782

Looking at the stats, we are at the same percentage, weeks
ahead of last year. Three more posts have made the cutoff date,
two more posts have made the 100% goal, three Posts have hit
the 100% renewal goal, and we are 12 members ahead of last
year. | will compare our stats around the 10th of August to see
exactly how we are doing. You are all doing a great job, the
100% this year looks good.

| still have not received Post membership chairman's names for
most Posts. | will "drop" Post names on my next standings. |
hope | receive a few by then.

That's all | have for this week.
James Dennis

Membership Chairman
Department of France

2026
New

2026 2026 2026

Renewal HQ
Transfer

Department of France
2026

27-Jul-25

1
2
3|David Chavez GR1982

2026

Actual
Mbsp.

2026

Post
Goal

Next Cutoff Date Plus
06-Sept-25 or
Needed To Meet Minus
50% to Cutoff

Members Needed
To Reach
2026 Goal

AHEAD/BEHIND

2026
Goal

4|HQ9999 0 30 16 0

76,67%

5|Flanders Field BE02 0 17 24 0

22|George S. Patton GR45

by 4 14

&2|z
] E B

85
-14
48,24% 24

23|John Wayne GR79

GRANDTOTALS

Father Francis Duffy IR02 0 3 0 6 23 1
26|C dore John Barry IR03 0 2 12 0 14 14 100,00% 7 -7 0
27|John F. Kennedy IR63 0 3 4 0 7 7 100,00% 4 3 0
28|Rome ITO1 0 3 5 0 8 B8 100,00% 4 -4 0
1 89 5

NOTICE: NAMES AND INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE NEWSLETTER ARE STRICTLY FOR THE USE OF MEMBERS ONLY. ANY OTHER USE, SOLICITATION, COMMERCIAL OR
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Department of France 2026 2026 2026 % of 2024 2025 20242025 POST
2026 puFL | RENEweD | TOTAL 2026 NOT NOT NOT HONOR
Renewal Standings BY RENEWED | RENEWALS RENEWED | RENEWED | RENEWED RIBBON
27-Jul-25 POST EsTIMATED | EstiMATED | ESTIMATED 31-Dec
1[Paris FRO1 94 58 152 83,98% 25 29 54 181
2|Rota sP292 6 2 8 53,33% 2 7 ) 15
3|David Chavez GR1982 40 24 64 44,44% 24 80 104 144
4|HQ9999 30 16 46 76,67% 7 14 21 60
5|Flanders Field BE02 17 24 41 51,25% 21 39 60 80
6|China CPO1 343 287 630 50,52% 34 411 445 1041
7|London EGO1 18 6 24 75,00% 7 8 15 32
8|Liberty EG02 12 3 15 24,59% 2 46 a8 61
9|Athens GCO1 0 12 12 66,67% 2 6 8 18
10|Kaiserslautern GRO1 54 29 83 54,84% 14 45 59 128
11/Rhein Neckar GRO3 17 26 43 110,26% 0 4 4 [ |
12|Rhein Main GRO5 25 13 38 56,72% 19 29 a8 67
13[Stuttgart GRO6 117 28 145 66,82% 12 72 84 217
14|Wiesbaden GRO7 31 25 56 70,89% 2 23 25 79
15|Sgt. William D. Nelson GRO9 29 9 38 71,70% 3 15 18 53
16[Thomas W. Bamett GR14 19 7 26 83,87% 3 5 8 31
17[Eifel GR20 16 3 19 21,84% 3 68 71 87
18Audie Murphy GR30 12 3 15 83,33% 3 3 6 18
19]Omar Bradley GR42 17 1 18 72,00% 2 7 9 25
20[George S. Patton GR45 7 3 10 125,00% 0 2 2 |
21[John Wayne GR79 11 5 16 28,07% 9 T 50 57
22|Pride of Erin IR01 ) 10 18 66,67% 0 9 9 27
23|Father Francis Duffy IR02 3 3 6 26,09% 3 17 20 23
24|Commodore John Barry IR03 2 12 14 100,00% 0 0 0 [ = |
25|John F. Kennedy IR63 3 4 7 100,00% 0 0 7
26|Rome IT01 3 5 8 100,00% 0 0 8
27|Margraten NLO1 28 46 74 36,82% 36 127 163 201
28|Brig Gen. Robin Olds THO1 15 29 14 61,07% 12 27 39 71
29]Sgt Thomas Oliver Ahlberg TH02 11 67 78 58,65% 4 55 59 133
GRAND TOTALS 988 760 1748 59,76% 249 1177 1426 2925

NOTICE: NAMES AND INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE NEWSLETTER ARE STRICTLY FOR THE USE OF MEMBERS ONLY. ANY OTHER USE, SOLICITATION, COMMERCIAL OR
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DETACHMENT
COMMANDER

John Fleming

Sons of The American Legion,
Detachment of France

Detachment Commander
Hello Comrades,

I will be traveling to the States on 26
July for some vacation and to attend the
National Convention in Tampa Bay.
We will return on 2 September, but
have another activity in Paderborn,
Germany, from 3-7 September. I will

be answering emails; however, there
might be some delay.

Membership: We are in the 2026
Membership Year.

Let’s get started on our 2026 Goal! Get
your members to renew early. Talk to
your Post members to see if they are
eligible. If your Post does not have a
Squadron, contact the closest Squadron
or the Squadron of your choice and sign
up. Talk to family members and sign
them up. I plan to do that during my
travels to the States this summer. The

DETACHMENT
ADJUTANT

James Dennis

Department has over 3000 Members.
The Detachment should have at least
that many.

Upcoming Events:

18 October 2025 - 2" DEC,
Wiesbaden, hosted by GRO7.

7 March 2026 — 3 DEC, TBA

6 June 2026 — 4" DEC/Conference/1%
DEC, TBA

John Fleming
Detachment Commander

PCC President

MR
Ly o

Jim Brotherton

Department of France
Past Commanders Club 2026 MY

Who is eligible to join the Department of France

Past Commanders Club?

PCC Secretary
p

Richard Simmons

Past and Present Department Commanders, Department Vice Commanders At Large, Department Vice Commanders, Post

Commanders, SAL Detachment Commanders, SAL Squadron Commanders, Auxiliary Department Presidents, Auxiliary Unit

Presidents... so if you were just voted into the office, you are eligible to join

Initial dues for the Past Commanders Club is only $25.00 / Renewal dues for the Past Commanders Club is only $10.00

!
BIRTH

BN

U.S. COAST GUARD

R

. y ¥ enforce tariff and trade laws.

A

The United States Coast Guard's birthday is celebrated on August
4th. This year, 2025, marks the 235th anniversary of its
establishment. The Coast Guard was founded on this date in 1790
when Congress authorized the construction of ten vessels to

NOTICE: NAMES AND INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE NEWSLETTER ARE STRICTLY FOR THE USE OF MEMBERS ONLY. ANY OTHER USE, SOLICITATION, COMMERCIAL OR
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The official Purple Heart Day is observed on the
7th day of August each year, commemorating the
historic day in 1782 that General George
Washington, Commander-In-Chief of  the
Continental Army, commissioned the first Purple
Heart Medal, originally called the Badge of
Military Merit.

Japan's surrender, which marked the end of World War II,
technically came on Aug. 15, 1945. But due to the time
difference, which spans the international date line, word
came to the United States on Aug. 14. Thus, that day (today)
is celebrated as V-J Day.

American Legion National Convention

f:o% v— The 106th National Convention is in Tampa, Fla. National
===AMERICAN . convention attendeejs .paI'tICIPE.lte In commission meetings,
L E G |O N ' workshops and training sessions, as well as hear from

distinguished guests, see award presentations and elect a
new national commander.

GRAND CORRESPONDANT

DaviD GARCIA DaviD GREAUX

LA SOCIETE DES QUARANTE HOMMES ET HUIT CHEVAUX (THE SOCIETY OF FORTY MEN AND EIGHT HORSES) IS AN INDEPENDENT,
BY INVITATION, HONOR SOCIETY OF AMERICAN VETERANS, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS “THE FORTY & EIGHT”.

THE FORTY & EIGHT IS COMMITTED TO CHARITABLE AND PATRIOTIC AIMS. OUR PURPOSE IS TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE UNITED
STATES CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, TO PROMOTE THE WELL-BEING OF VETERANS, THEIR WIDOWS, WIDOWERS, AND
ORPHANS, AND TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN SELECTED CHARITABLE ENDEAVORS, WHICH INCLUDE AMONG OTHERS, PROGRAMS
THAT PROMOTE CHILD WELFARE AND NURSES TRAINING.

MEMBERSHIP IS BY INVITATION, AND OPEN ONLY TO HONORABLY DISCHARGED VETERANS AND HONORABLY SERVING MEMBERS OF
THE UNITED STATES ARMED

hitp.//www.fortyandeight.org/

DATE TO REMEMBER: There is a Cheminot planed for October 2025...the Call will be sent out!
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