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organization of U.S. wartime veterans. Originally charteredsahe Department of Continental Europe, Le-
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poses.

Foremost, they honor the fallen heroes of wars past, whether their names are known or not, no
matter how long ago they sacrificed their lives for the freedoms we enjoy today. The Department of
France continuously reminds us that the price of those freedoms was paid in blood. From a roadside
AAI AOGAOU ET ) OAl AT AG0O #1 O1 OU -hAgave théif live& figitihgAohjsO & E
tice, freedom and democracy under the flag of our nation shall never be forgotten, thanks primarily to
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Beyond that, this department represents a taste of home for thousands adtive-duty personnel
and their families, stationed far away from everything they ever knew and loved. American Legion youth
programs like Boys State, Junior Shooting Sports, Oratorical competition and Junior ROTC connect the
children of U.S. troops witha brand of U.S. patriotism that would be otherwise difficult to obtain overseas,
AiTT1T¢Cc T OEAOO xETI AIT1680 O1 AAOOOAT A xET xA AOAhR 10

For many years, | have been deeply involved with FODPAIEoreign and Outlying Departments
and Pods of The American Legiorg having once served as its president. | have often been honored and
delighted to visit American Legion posts in Europe and elsewhere on the planet, who always remind me

that no matter where you are on the map, foreign or outipng from the continental United States, the soul
of the organization remains the same, and the purposes for which we associate know no boundaries.

Congratulations to the Department of France for a century of service.

For God and Country,

*TET 08om&* AEAG

American Legion Past National Commander

FODPAL Past President
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National Adjutant
Daniel S. Wheeler




| am reminded where we come from, what it means and why it matters every timeshter the National
Executive Committee Room of American Legion AOET T Al ( AAANOAOOAOO8 4EAOR
combat veteran Leon RenMel. Portrayed is the timeless and haunting image of a U.S. doughboy embrac-
ing a wounded French soldier. The Améean is calling for a medic to help his ally, his brother inrens.
ReniMel began this painting on Nov. 11, 1918, the date the Great War ended, ultimately giving birth to
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fought with their lives for freedom, no matter where or when.
The painting was presented to American Legion National Headquarters in 1922. To me, it is a continuous
reminder of our roots in France and of our role on the international stage. Nane understands the im-
portance of global security, human comassion nor the sacrifices necessary to secure them better than
those of us who serve our communities, states, nation and the world in The American Legion.
In that painting are the seeds of whatve now call Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation. Found in the eg of
the wounded French soldier is the plea for effective diplomacy and strong national security. Within the
brush strokes are American Legion values that are not stuck in history, but transceiit, because they are
timeless, and the Department of Francknows this better than anyone else.

Thank you, Department of France, for all you have done in your first century. Enjoy this history
and let it help guide you for the next 100 years.

Sincerely,

Daniel S. Wheeler
National Adjutant
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The American Legion, Department of France
Department Centennial Commander
Jimmie Dale GRO7



The American Legion was created in France after WWI in 1919, now 100 years later we are celebrating
our Centennial Year. | am very fortunate to havieeen elected as the Department of France Centennial
Commander this year. It is a great honor and privileg® belong to such a great organization that has do-
ing so many great things for Veterans and their families.

Since its induction as a chartered Vetan organization the American Legion has helped provided more
opportunities for many Veterans, family membes and their kids. | am reminded of our mission: The
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ted to mentoring youth and sponsorship of wholesome programs in our communities, advocating patriot-
ism and honor, promoting strong national secutly, and continued devotion to our fellow service mem-

bers and veterans.

SET AA )8 0A AAAT QGEAADADAEAIORT GT+#1IVIAA OOAOGAI ET C
throughout Europe. | have participated in all our Department Awareness DrivesthisAAO AT A ) 8
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2020 and the all many possibilities that comes with it. | enjoy the knowledge that | serve with the Ameri-
can Legion, which is a nopartisan not for profit organization that has great influence on Capitol Hill with
the legislative processwvhen it comes to helping veterans and their dependents.

The American Legion successes depend entirely on active membership participation and volugtiem.

) 6O0A 1 AAOT AA OEAO AT AOG1 860 EADPPAT AU AAAEAAT Dh xA
ing to give up their weekends and personal time to help support our great organization. | salute all the
members of the Armed Forces for everythig they do for us every day; | also salute all our great American
Legion members for everything they do foveterans and their family members.

For God and Country, We Serve,

Jimmie Dale
The American Legion
Department of France
Commander



Francis Drake FRO1
Wasthe first American Legion Commander of The Department of Continental Europe , forerunner to the
Department of France

#1118 &OAT AEO w8 $OAEAR TTA T &£ 4EA 'i AOCEAAT , ACET 180 |
ment of Continental Europe and The Department of France, passed away on Feb. 13, 1960, at the ag e of 94.
Col Drake was the first Department of Continental Europe commander.

Col. Drake was an electrical engineer who devoted much of his life to improving friends  hip between France
and the United States. He was instrumental in the building of Pershing Hall in Paris .

H. H. HarjesFRO1
First American Legion Department of France Commander



Francis Drake FRO1 Arthur W. Kipling FRO1

Julian Thomas FRO1 Albert Bennett Cudebec FRO1

The four gentlemen above a ttended the First Caucus of The American Legion
15-17 March 1919



AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE
HISTORY

Research and Creation of this Booklet by the following:

James Zulick, REL) Paris Post #1 Paris, Frangd®astNational Executive Committeeman

Merwyn M. Beavers, PEL) Rhein Main Post #5Waldorf-Hessen, GermanyPastNational Executive Committeeman
Doug Haggan, Rhein Main Post #5 WaldeHessen, Germany, Past National Vice Commander

James Settle, Omar Bradley Post #43chweinfurt, GermanyNational Executive Committeeman

A Special Thankrou goes out to Jeffrey Stoffer Director of Media and Communicatiand members of his staff
Holly Soria, and John Raughtdor the work they put into this history booklet.
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The 1920&
The Beginning
a Time to Foster World Peace

The original American Legion National Executive Committee m eeting minutes laid the foundation to  estab-
lishO4EA $ADPAOOI AT O 1 £ #IFébA®2AT OAT %0OOI PAs 11
SEE ATTACHMEN 1
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THIRD NATIONAL CONVENTION
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
KANSAS CITY, MO.
OCTOBER 31. NOVEMBER 1 AND 2 1921

Report of the Committee on Organization

That it is to the best interests of The American Legion as a whole and its outposts upon the continent of Eu-

rope, that under existing conditions for some years to come ,these Posts assembled under the direction of

OEA POAOGAT O $APAOCOI AT O T £ &OAT AAh O1T AAO OEA OP®tkbe | £
so notified and said department so char tered.

SEEATTACHMENT?2

1920 - 1921 National Commander - Frederic W. @lbraith Jr. (OH), National Conventiorn Cleveland, Ohio
Department Commander - Francis E. Drake, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z No Vice at Large Commander or Vice Commanders

Department National Executive Committeeman - Francis E. Drake, Paris Post #1 Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - No Alt NEC

Department Adjutant - Norman B. Coster, Paris Post #14dfs, France

THE DEPARTMENT AIDS IN THE DEV@PMENT OF FICAC
(FEDERATIONINTERALLIEEdes ANCIENSCOMBATTANTS)

History of FIDAC
In 1920, American Legion Department of Continental Europe Commander Francis Drake was instrumental
in the formation of the Federation Interalliee des Anciens Combattants ( Inter -Allied Ex Servicemembers
Federation) , or FIDAC. FIDAC was aninternational assembly of veterans who had served the armed forces
of the western allies. FIDAC provided a forum for an inter -allied commemorat ion of war and the dead, to
organize inter -allied assemblies and thereby conserve an inter -allied comradeship of ex -serviceme mbers.
Membership was restricted to veterans of the allied forc es.Member countries included the United States,
France, Great Britain, Belgium, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Serbia.
FIDAC resolved, at the end of its third annual meeting, to seek, among other things, world peace through
the eventual disarmament of the OGmplements of war 6and the creationofan &1 OAOT AGEIT 1 Al AT O
lawwar 8 &) $ ! # &-KnownAnsidtence on internationalism, peace and disarmame  nt in the inter -war pe-
riod made this episode part of a larger and longer trend.

La Federation Interalliee des Anciens Combattants (FIDAC ) was founded in Paris, Nov. 28, 1920, as a feder-
ACETT T &£ OAOAOAT 08 1T OCATEUAOQETT O &OTIT OEA A 11T xETC

Belgium

The United States of America
France

Great Britain

Italy

Poland



Romania

Kingdom of Serbs

Croates and Slovenes

Czecho-Slovakia

The American Legion became an active member of the federation, representing the United States. The
EAAANOAOOAOOG 1T £# OEA EAAAOAOGEIT xAOA ET 0AOEOh AO weo
The main objective of FIDAC was to maintain, foster and develop the spirit of co mradeship which manifest-

ed itself on the battlefields of the Great War and to use this comradeshipto  advance the cause of peace. Al-

lied ex-service members felt that by holding together they could unite their countries. And through that

solidarity, they co uld keep world peace.

By its constitution, FIDAC stood aloof from all political parties or sectarian denominations. Its constitution
was as democratic as the constitutions of its component members. It supported the governments of its con-
stituent countries and was determined to help those governments in any way in its power, to ensure that
justice is provi ded to the war disabled, the widow and orphan; to help in the maintenance of law and order;
and to generally to assist in obtaining as full a realization —as may be possible of the results of the victory
achieved in common.

*kkk%k

Grave Endowment Fund

In April 1920 a group of Founding Fathers which included The Department of Continental Europe Com-
mander Francis Drake, and Department Chaplain Frederick W. Bee kman created a trust called the Graves
Endowment Trust to honor, preserve, and decorate the grave s of those who served in the Armed Forces of
the United States of America in World War |, World War II, the Korean Conflict, and of those who served
during the period of the Vietnam Hostilities, who lie overseas. They may adopt and use such methods and
means as they may deem advisable, including the active cooperation and aid of overseas Departments and
Posts of The American Legion and any other agencies, and in pursuance thereof may prescribe details,
methods, and practices deemed necessary, expedient, or convenient. The income shall be used exclusively
to honor, preserve, and decorate the graves and for no other purpose, and under no circumstances shall

the Tru stees have the power or authority to expend, use or divert the Trust or any part thereof for any oth-
er purpose.

In addition to the above guidelines this fund will financially aid Departments and Posts outside the conti-
nental United States of America to hon or and decorate individual graves of those veterans who were laid to
rest outside American Battle Monument Commission controlled facilities.

1921 - 1921 National Commander -John G. Emery (MIX14 June 1921 to 2 November 1921) replaced
Frederic W. Galbaith Jr. (OH) who pasedaway in a car accident in Indianapolis, Indiana.

1921 - 1922 National Commander - Hanford MacNider (1A),(Assumed the position of National Commander
on 2 November 1921) National Convention- Kansas City, Missouri

Department Comman der - Cobot Ward, ParidPost #1 Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z Roy H. Hale, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - R Emmitt Condon, Paris Post #1 Paris, France
Department Alt. Nation al Executive Committeema n z W.S. Parkard, Paris Post #1 Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Arthur W. Kipling, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

The Story Behind the Painting

The painting on the cover of this month's American Legion Magazine is titled, "Ameri  ca" and is the work of
artist Leon Reni -Mel. A lieutenant in the 246th regiment of the French Infantry, Reni  -Mel was also the offi-
cial artist of the French Ministry of War. He started painting "America" on Nov. 11, 1918, and presented it

to The American Le gion in 1922.

The work was, according to the artist, an expression of France's gratitude to the Americans. Answering the
call to battle were 4,743,826 Yanks, 116,708 of whom would die before the truce was declared. At a ban

(
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quet given Aug. 27, 1921, at the French Mi nistry of Foreign Affairs, American Legion representatives were
on hand. National Cdr. John G. Emery was told of Reni-Mel's wish to present the painting to The American

Legion.

On Sunday, May 6, 1922, an official dedication ceremony was arra nged by the then Department of Conti-
nental Europe. At the dedication, Reni -Mel said, "To you, sons of free America, soldiers of the Great War, |
AAAEAAOA O!'i AOEAAGSB

After the ceremony, the painting was sent to the Legion's National Headquarters in Indiana

polis. Signed by

Gen. John J. Pershing and Marshal Foch, French Minister of War, "America" now hangs in the National Exec-
utive Committee room at National Headquarters.

THE AMERICAN LEGION/NOVEMBERL983

FRENCH GIFT FOR LEGION. |

War Ministry to Present Painting to
American Body Saturday.

PARIS May 2.—Presentation ol the
picture ‘‘ America " by the YFrench ZIin-
istry of War to the American Legion
will take place Saturday afternoon. The
painting, which was ordered especially
by. the War Ministery from its official
painter, Rene-Mel, depicts an American
soldier with his right arm around a
wounded French poilu, supporting him,
while with his left he is warding off
the enemy. :

The presentation will be made official-
ly by Minister of War Maginot to. Colo-
nel Cabot Ward, head of the American
Legion in Europe, representing National
| Cemmander MacNider. :
|- Marshal Foch will deliver .a short
.speech, to which Ambassador Herrick
|will reply. The painting will be shipped
|to America later. W s e N

Ehe New Jork Eimes
Published: May 3, 1922
Copyright © The New York Times
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Accepting this artwork from the French M inistry of War was American Legion Department of Continental
Europe, Department Commander Cabot Ward on behalf of The American Legion National Commander
Hanford MacNider. This artwork hangs at the head of the NEC Room, on the fourth floor of The American
NAOET T Al (AAANOAOOAOO8 ! £OAO OITEETC xAO DPOI EEAEOAA
the first to be refurbished to remove decades of nicotine staining.
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Cabot Ward of Paris Post FRO1 is elected U.S.A.
Vice President to FIDAC at the first Annual
Convention held in Paris, France, for 1921 -1922

*kkkk
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Selecting the Unknown Soldier of WW1 in France by Sgt. Edward Y
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ongmahding in the enter, back) /fom the collection of the author



Carol V. Horos% smootheedges.com.
4
The Unknown P allbearer from The American Legion

The four unknown soldiers came from four different cemeteries: Aisne-Marne, Meuse-Argonne, Somme,
and St. Mihiel. Only one would make the journey back home to the United States. On Oct 22, 1921, the un-
known swere disin terred f rom each of the four cemeteries, and on Oct. 23, 1921, were transported under
guard of honor by an officer to the Hotel de Ville, Chalons-sur-Marne, France. Originally, it wa s to be an of-
ficer selecting the first Unknown Soldier. Maj. Gen. H. L. Rgers, the Quartermaster General, learned how-
ever that the French had used an enlisted man to select their unknown soldier, so he changed U.S. plans
and ordered Maj. Robert Harbold, w ho was in charge of the ceremony to pick an enlisted man to select
Americad O O1T ET 1T x1 8

On Oct. 24, 1921,Maj. Harbold, with some French and American soldiers, rearranged the caskets, placing

them in diff erent positions around the room so that the cemetery could no longer be determined. Maj.

Harbold assembled the pallbearers and then called Sgt. Edward F. Younger forward. 091 O xEi 1 OAEA
flowers, proceed to the chapel, and place the bouquetononeoft EA &£ OO0 AAOEAOO OAOOEIT ¢
ARAOATRB 10T A UIT O OAT AAO xEI I HAHandédSdt. Ysuhgériabouduet 8f whité rEs&<0 8 6
Younger entered the makeshift chapel, circled the caskets three times and placed the bouquet of white

roses on the third casket from the left.

Sgt.Younger was also given the duty of escorting the Unknown Soldier. That left Maj. Harbold one pall-
bearer short to accomplish the mission. With a group of American Legion members assembled in the Hotel
de Ville, Maj. Robert Harbold selected one Legionnaire to replace Younger as the sixth pallbearer.

That evening, the Unknown Soldier was esc orted to the train station in  Chalons-sur-Marne where a funeral
train waited for the trip to Le Havre, France, to meet the USSOlympia. On the trip from Chalons -sur-Marne
to Le Havr e, the train had to stop in Paris for the night, at which time Maj. Harbold picked three soldiers
and three American Legion Members to stand guard over the Unknown Soldier.

On Oct. 25, 1921, the funeral train departed Paris for Le Havre, where it met the USS Olympia at 1300
hours.

No records can be found to provide the names of the four American Legion Members z one pallbearer and
three train -station guards z involved with this sacred journey. Itis safe to assume, given the logistics and
time necessary to travel to France from the United States that they were members of the Am  erican Legion
Department of Continental Europe.

1922 - 1923 National Commander - Alvin M. Owsley (TX), National ConventionNew Orleans, Louisiana
Department Commander - Dr. Edmund L. Gros, Paris Post #1 Paris, Francesigned 25 November 1922)
Departme nt Commander - Arthur W. Kipling, Paris Post #1 Paris, Franc@vas elected 25 November 1922)
Department Convention - Paris, Fance

Department VCAL - Arthur W. Kipling Paris Post #1 Paris, Francévas elected Commander on 25 November
1922)

Department VCAL - H. H. Harjes, Paris Post #1 Paris, Fran@dected VCAL on 25 November 1922)
Department National Executive Committeeman - R.Emmitt Condon, Paris Post #1 Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman 7z W.S. Parkard, Paris Post #1 Paristdnce

Department Adjutant - Francis Jaques, Paris Post #1 Paris, France



Cabot Ward of Paris Post FRO1 is elected U.S.A.
Vice President to FIDAC at the second Annual
Convention held in New Orleans, Louisiana, for
1922-1923
*k%k%

First Official Convention of Continental Europe

The annual convention of the Department of Continental Europe of The American Legion was held in Paris,
July 17,1922. This was the first convention to include all posts in Europe, according to the decision of the
Third National Convention. Represented in the convent ion were the Paris Post, Constantinople Post, Ama-
roc Post of Coblenz, Warsaw Post, Brussels Post and Garden of Eden Post of Harpoot, Asia Minor, in Turkey .
A brief summary of the proceedings follows:

Congtitution: A department constitution was adopted.

International Legionism: Expressed approval of the policy of the national organization in supporting the

Inter -Allied Veterans Federation (FIDAC) and urged further development of that policy as one of the  best
available methods for preserving the peace of the world. FIDAC alled for agreements between the differ-
ent Allied nations to extend to foreign veterans and disabled veterans of Allied service the advantages giv-
en by their own countries.

Flag: Urged the adoption of strong measures to prevent the misuse of the American flag in Europe for
advertising or other purposes and asked for reciprocal agreements between the Allied nations to that end.

Propaganda: Strongly condemned the persistent German propaganda seeking to separate France from her
Allies and tending to misrepresent the position and attitude of France since the war. Outlined a method of
combating harmful post -war propaganda in all the Allied countries.

Name Change Resolution : Presented to thos e assembled at the convention was a request that the American
Legion National Headquarters change the department name from the "The Department of Continental Eu-
rope" to "The Department of France 8 Bhe reason: all of the original posts except those in Franc e had
closed.

1923 - 1924 National Commander -John R. Quinn (CA), National Conventiersan Francisco, California
Department Commander - H. H. Harjes, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - Benjamin H. Connoy Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - SamuelP. Bailey, Paris Post #1 Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman z Paul A. Williams, Paris Post #1 Paris France
Department Adjutant - Albert N. Connét Jr., Paris Post #1 Paris, France



A Perpetual Tribute to the Dead
O' OAOGAO %l Al xi AT O &OT1 Ao
SEE ATTACHMENT 3
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The Department of Continental Europe on June 17, 1923 approved a Resolution that requests name change
to The Department of France.
SEEATTACHMENT4
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Legionnaires in France Want
New Department Name
(From The American Legion Weekly, Aug. 10, 1923)

The national convention of the Legion at San Francisco will be asked to change the name of the Department
of Continental Europe to the Depa rtment of France, in accordance with a resolution adopted at the recent
convention of the department held in Paris. At the department convention th e following officers for the
coming year were elected: Commander, H. H. Harjes, of Morgan, Harjes & Co.; vice-commander, B. H. Con-
nor, American attorney in Paris; finance officer ; E. Levasseur; historian, V. J. Oldshue, editor of the Paris
Evening Telegram; adjutant A. N. Connett; chaplain, the Rev. Frederick W. Beekman, dean of the American
pro -cathedral in Pari s; judge advocate Leon Frazer, former executive officer of the United States Veterans
Bureau in Washington. Samuel P. Bailey, of the Paris branch o f the Equitable Trust Company, of New York,
was elected National Executive Committeeman. The post clubrooms a re now located at 16 Avenue Wagram,
in a building which sheltered the Etoile Club during the war.

*kkkk

The Department of Continental Europe
Plays a Big Role in the Development of the
Grave Endowment Fund

One of the characteristics which distinguishes Th e American Legion is its ability to look ahead and lay care-

ful plans for the future. Among the most sacred obligations resting upon us is the  duty of observing Memo-

rial Day in an appropriate manner. This is accepted without question, and it is probably saf e to say that

OEOI OCET 66 OEA 1 AT COE AT A AOAAAOGE T £ 100 TATA 11 EAOI

The American Legion, however, from the first has r ecognized its obligation to the memory of those com-
rades who sleep forever in foreign lands. Each year since the A rmistice and including 1922, funds for the
purpose have been raised throughout the organization and have been used in placing individual flora I
tributes upon all of the graves in countries overseas.

Late in the year 1922, suggestion was received from Mr. Francis E. Drake, of Paris, who during the preced-
ing years had been untiring in his attention to this entire subject, that an endowment fund b e raised, the
income from which would be sufficient, when properly invested, to provide suitable decoration for ea ch
individual grave throughout all time. Correspondence ensued. Some slight misunderstanding developed as
to the means to be employed, the amo unt to be raised, etc. The amount finally decided necessary, however,
was $300,000.00; $100,000.00 of which, was e ither on hand with the American Memorial Day Committee in
Paris or was to be raised by them from the American colonies in the capitals of Euro  pe; $200,000.00 to be
raised by The American Legion in. the United States.

The National Executive Committee at it s meeting in January gave approval to the project and authorized
the Commander to undertake raising this amount of money. The details of the ¢ ampaign were entrusted to
the editor of the American Legion Weekly. The amount desired was $200,000.00. This was a llocated to the
several Departments on the basis Of twenty cents a head for members of The American Legion and the
American Legion Auxiliary, as of December 31, 1922. Emphasis was placed on the necessity of raising this
money from the membership itself, it being felt that a twenty cent contribution from each of the members



of the organization toward laying a wreath upon the graves of their comra  des for all time was not too much
to expect from the members of an organization dedicated to purposes such as ours . At the same time the

7
National Commander desired to avoid a general solicitation of the public for funds. The response was in-
spiring. Not hing which The American Legion has ever undertaken has met with greater commendation. In-
dividuals, Posts and Depar tments responded with a will. Over $100,000.00 was received by the National
Treasurer by Memorial Day. The effort continued. Cuba and Mexico w ere the first to fill their quotas, fol-
lowed in rapid succession by The District of Columbia, Rhode Island, Argent ine and Delaware.

At the present time twenty -six Departments have over -subscribed their quotas; thirty Departments have
not yet completed the irs. Approximately 10,000 individual subscriptions were received at Headquarters.
Each donor received an individua | receipt from the National Treasurer and all contributions in excess of
$1.00 were acknowledged through the columns of The American Legion We ekly. Posts everywhere recog-
nized the interest of patriotic citizens in this enterprise and an opportunity was giv en all who cared to do
so to contribute to the fund, emphasis constantly being placed on the thought that no one was asked to
subscribe but th e help of any one would be welcomed. Scores of newspapers in every locality rendered in-
valuable aid to local Posts . Our debt to those publications is acknowledged.

There is no more inspiring chapter in the annals of the organization than is furnished by t he individual let-
ters and comments which accompanied donations to this Fund a can full of pennies, nickels and dim es
from the patients of a tubercular sanitarium; a dollar bill from a hard working Mother whose only son

sleeps forever in Romagne; checks fro m President Harding and Woodrow Wilson. From all over the United
States, from rich and poor, high and low, the res ponse came.

By action of the National Executive Committee a Board of Trustees has been created, consisting of the Past
National Commanders, the Chairman of the National Finance Committee, the National Treasurer and the
National Adjutant (secretary) to hav e custody of this Fund and to prepare a permanent plan of regulations
covering its use.

The committee expressly recognized as a cooperating agency a subcommittee in France consisting of H. H.
Harjes, Commander of the Department of Continental Europe; Fran cis E. Drake, Chairman, American Over-
seas Memorial Committee; The American Ambassador to France, The American Consul General in P aris,
The President of the American Chamber of Commerce in France.

At present the Fund amounts to $152,657.17. It is invested in United States Treasury Certificates and
Fourth Liberty Bonds and is held by the National Treasurer.

As years go by it will be come a matter of increasing satisfaction to members of the organization to realize
that this great task is done and that as gen erations come and go our comrades who sleep in foreign fields
each year will have laid upon their graves a tribute of love and af fection made possible through the fore-
sight of their comrades who survived the conflict. So far as is known nothing of this cha racter has ever

been accomplished previously in any country.
Fifth Annual Convention, THE AMERICAN LEGION, SANFRANCISCO, October 189, 1923

*kkkk

Longer Than the Legion
The Legion can exist no longer than its longest -lived member.
But the Legion's $100, 000 Graves Endowment Fund will exist in perpetuity, and will provide for the
decoration of every O verseas Grave as long as time shall last.
*kkkk

France and South Dakota Win Cups in Member Races

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.,(Sept. 14, 1925) z The old world and the new divided honors in the national member-
ship trophy contests of The American Legion for 1924 -1925, it was announced here by James F. Barton, Na-
tional Adjutant. The Department of France, the first foreign department ever to win sucha  n honor be-
comes the possessor of the Hanford MacNider Trophy Cup.



The Department of France's winning percentage was 163.80, based upon greatest percentage of increase

over the preceding year's membership.

The Department of France, in winning the Hanfor d MacNider trophy, is the first foreign department to win
8

a national trophy cup in competition with state departments, declared Adjutant Barton.

Commenting upon the membership situation as shown by the results of the national trophy contests, Frank
E. Samuel, National Director of Organization and Membership, said: "A most satisfactory membership situ-
ation for 1925 is disclosed by the national troph y contests, which indicate membership as of September 5,
1925, when both the D'Olier and the MacNider contests closed. The resu Its show that a healthy condition of
membership prevails in the Legion. Some indication of the closeness of the race is seen whe n it is known
that certified public accountants were necessary to decide the contests."

The above was published in The AmericanLegion News Service 919-25

*kkkk

In October 1923 at the American Legion National Convention, aresolution was passedto rechar ter the
' T AOEAAT Depa@riehtiofiCantinental Europe as The Department of France .
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In February 1924 The Department of Continental Europe was rechartered The Department of France
SEE ATTACHMEN®

1924 - 1925 National Commander -James A. Drain (WA), National Conventiort. PaulMinnasota
Department Commander - Benjamin H. Connor, Paris Post #Paris, France

Departm ent Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z Hugh A. Bayn, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Samual P. Bailey, Paris Post #Raris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Paul A. Williams, Pas Post #1, Paris France
Department Adjutant - Albert N. Connett Jr., Paris Post #Paris,France

The American Legion , The Department of France has just won the Hanford MacNider Trophy for making
the highest percentage increase in membership this year ov er average of membership in past years.

1925 - 1926 National Commander -John R. McQuigg (@), National Convention- Omaha, Nebaska
Department Commander - Hugh A. Bayn, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z A.N. Connett Jr., Paris Post #Raris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Samuel P. Bailey, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Benjamin H. Connor, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adju tant - Edwin W. Thorn, Paris Post #1Paris, France

1926 - 1927 National Commander - Howard P. Savagdll., National Convention- Philadelphia,Pennsylvania
Department Commander - Edwin W. Thorn, Paris Post #]1Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z Julian M.Thomas, Paris Post #]1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Samuel P. Bailey, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Paul A. Williams, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Danid F. Gibbs, Paris Post #Paris, France

1927 - 1928 National Commander - Edward E. Spafford (NY), National ConventionParis, Francewith a ratifica-
tion convention held onOct 18, 1927,in New York,New York

Department Commander - Julian M.Thomas, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - Charles Hicks, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Samuel P. Bailey, Paris Post #Paris, Fraace

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Benjamin H. Connor, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France



Julian Thomas
Commander

Department of France
Julian Thomas, Department of France commander, gives the opening address to the 9th American Legion
National Convention, Paris, France, Monday, Sept. 19, 1927.
SEE ATTACHMENTE
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Written By Jeffrey Stof fer, The American Legion , Media & Communications Director
SEE ATTACHMENT/



American Legion Natlonal Convention Parade Paris, Frand®27
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1928 - 1929 National Commander - Paul V. McNutt (IN)National Convention- SanAntonio, Texas
Department Comman der - Charles Hicks, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Convention - Paris, France
Department VCAL - Albert Bennett White Cudebec, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department National Executive Committeeman - Samuel P. Bdley, Paris Post #1Paris, Frane
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Benjamin H. Connor, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France

American Legion Plague - Pershing Hall



Paul Doumer Plaque
Pershing Hall Dedicated i n October 1929

Paul V. McNutt, national commander of The American Legion, journeyed to Paris at the head of a
delegation of Legionnaires representing many sections of the country and dedicated The Ameri-
can Legion Memorial Building 2 an impressive structur e of stone at 49 Rue Pierre Charron, with-
in a few blocks of the Arc de Triomphe and between the Avenue des Champs Elysees and the Seine.
Formally dedicated in honor of General Pershing, this magnificent building is the home of Paris
Post 1 of The American Legion, the center of many widely varied activities of Americans in Paris
and a rendezvous for Legionnaires visiting France. In the presence of the French and American
government officials and other dignitaries who attended the dedication ceremonies, both Past Na-
tional Commander McNutt and General Pershing expressed the sentiment that the building would
be a bond of common interest between France and the United States.

11
General Pershing said:

"If The American Legion is a powerhouse of friendship and ki ndness, then thi s building is its
greatest sub -station, from which will flow a steady current of understanding. And | hope that our

French friends will ever feel that this building is their home as it is our home."
The American Legion Monthly May 1930
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The 1930&
Time of Uncertainty
and the End of FIDAC

1929 - 1930 National Commander - O. L. Bodenhamer (AR), National ConventierLouisville, Kentucky
Department Commander - Albert Bennett White Cudebec, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z John Leachmann, Riviera Post #8lice, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Samuel P. Bailey, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Benjamin H. Connor, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Ford B. Stevens, Paris Post #Paris, France

1930 - 1931 National Commander - Ralph T. O'Neil (KS), National ConventiorBoston, Masachusetts
Department Commander - Steven Szlpka, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Samuel P. Bailey, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Execu tive Committeeman - Edwin W. Thorn, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Donald R MacAfee, Paris Post #Paris, France

1931 - 1932 National Commander - Henry L. Stevens Jr. (NO)ational Convention- Detroit, Michigan
Department Comma nder - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - Dr. James V. Spark®arisPost #1, Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeema n - Samtel P. Bailey, Paris Post #Paris, France



Depart ment Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Edwin W. Thorn, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Robert L. Mills, Paris Post #1Paris, France

1932 - 1933 National Commander - Louis A. Johnson (WV), National ConventionPortland, Oregon
Department Commander - Dr. James V. Spark®arisPost #1, Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - Henry W. Dunning, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department National Ex ecutive Committeeman - Samuwel P. Bailey, Paris Post #Pais, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Julian M. Thomas, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Jerome J. Stenger, Paris Post #Haris, France

1933 - 1934 National Commander - Edward A. Hayes (IL), National Conventio- Chicago, lllinois
Department Commander - Henry W. Dunning, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - James L. McCann, Paris Post #1 PaFfsance

Department National Executive Committeeman - Samuel P. BaileyParis Post #1 Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Julian M Thomas, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Jerome J. Stenger, Paris Post Hars, France

A Latchstring Out in Paris

By Bernhard Ragner
The Ameri can Legion Magazine September, 1933

SEE ATTACHMENB

1934 - 1935 National Commander - Frank N. Belgrano (CA), National ConventiorMiami, Florida
Department Commander -James L. McCann, Paris Post aris, France
Department Convention - Paris, France
Department VCAL - Harold L. Smith, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department National Executive Committeeman - Samuwel P. Bailey, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Monta J. Carole, Paris Post #Raris, France
Department Adjutant - Jerome J. Stenger, Paris Post #Haris, France
13
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Gets a New Name

A program which The Department of Continental Europe was a major player in developing and launching,
OEA O4EA ' OAOA %l ATnmAixAT @1 AOIOAEACAOBODAAOG ' OAOBAOG $AAT
mandate.
DIGEST OF MINUTES, National ExecutiveCommittee Meeting, Indianapolis, Indiana, November 23 and 24,1934
SEE ATTACHMEND

1935 - 1936 National Commander - Ray Murphy (IA), National Converibn - St. Louis, Nssouri
Department Commander - Harold L. Smith, Paris Post #IParis, France

Departmen t Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - Dr. James V. Sparks, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Samuel P. Bailey, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Monte J. Carole, Paris Post #Raris, France
Department Adjutant - Edward A. Thureson, Paris Post #Paris, France



Uncle Sam Buys Pershing Hall
SEE ATTACHMENTLO

é

Photo taken in 1953 by Friedrich Kellner. Photo coUrfegy of Robert Scott Kellner
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In the spring of 1936, The Department of France entered into an agreement with American Legion Paris
Post FRO1 and The American Legion Myron T. Herrick Post 4 to build a mausoleum in Neuilly France.
SEE ATTACHMENT1

1936 - 1937 National Commander - Harry W. Colmery (KS), National ConventionCleveland, Ohio
Department Commander - Dr.James V. Sparks, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - Elbert L. Dodds, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
Department Alt. Nat ional Executive Committeema n - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Edwin I. Murphy, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department of France Observes 20th Anniversary of War Entry



The method in which the Legionnaires in Paris celeb rated the 20th anniversary of America's entry into the
World War is described by the following letter written to the editor of The National Legionnaire by George
F. Denis, Paris, acting adjutant of the Department of France:

"On the 20th anniversary of our entry into the World War, the largest French veterans' organization spon-
sored a dinner in Paris to which about twenty -five American veterans were invited. All the officers of the
Department of France, the Paris Post Color Guard, as well as commanders and some officers of other veter-
an organizations, were present.

French are Hosts

"I may say that every American there belongs to our Legion. The 'Union Nationale des Combattants' is the
name of the French veteran group, and its national executive committee a s well as the Paris district execu-
tive committee, were our hosts. Their President, General (National Commander) Jean Goy, and the presi-
dent of the Paris District, George Lebecq, spoke.

"Our Department Commander, Jimmy Sparks, and the Paris Post Commander, B. H. Conner,replied. And
something that never happens in veteran gatherings in the States is the fact that all speeches were made in
French. | wonder, however, if the French nationals present were able to comprehend some of the words
uttered by our Amer ican orators. | t was an extremely cordial reception and our French comrades were
wonderful and hospitable entertainers. In short, by the spirit of good fellowship and comradery which pre-
vailed, the dinner was more like a family meal, not having the slighte st touch of an official function, in spite
of the addresses made.

Menu Card Attractive
"A word about the menu card, the front cover of which was very artistically decorated, bearing a leitmotif:

"Twentieth Anniversary of an Act of Faith in the Rights of Humanity The V eterans of the U. N.C. to their
American Comrades.’

"On the lower half of the cover to the right our Commander in Chief, General Pershing, at salute, while in
the background American troops debarking from an American steamer. Naturally, our Star Spangled Ban-
ner also occupied a prominent place on the card

"Our buddies who have gone before us were not forgotten. The U. N. C. deposited a wreath at the Monument
to American Volunteers in the French Army in memory of all our dead.

"With the roug h draft given a bove, you will have some copy for one of your issues which our comrades
back home will be glad, to read and which will also come in handy in connection with the pilgrimage activi-
ties. It is seldom you hear from this part of the world. In my  opinion more co py should be forwarded to you,

as Paris claims the honor of being the birthplace of our Legion."
THE NATIONAL LEGIONNAIRE JUNE, 1937

15
*kkkk



American Legionnaires visited Germany and met with ~ Adolf Hitler in February 1937, two years aft er the
Legion passed a resolution denouncing Nazism.

Department Commander James V. Sparks is to the right of Adolf Hitler . Legionnaire Bernhard A. Ragner to
the left , National Executive Committeeman James L. McCann to the far right.

SEE ATTACHMENTL.2

1937 - 1938 National Commander - Daniel J. Doherty (MA), National ConventionNew York,New York
Department Commander - Elbert L. Dodds, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z Bernhard A Ragner, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - George F. Denis, Paris Post #Rars, France

1938 - 1939 National Commander - Stephen F. Chadwick (WA), National ConventierLos Angeles, California
Department Commander - Bernhard A. Ragner, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department C onvention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z George A Aubrey, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Adjutant - George FDenis, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Commemorative Plaque to Mark A A
3EOA T &£ 'i AOGEAAT , ACET160 "EOOE

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., Feb. 14. Tanark the tact that The American Legion probably is the most American in-
stitution ever born on foreign soil, the national orga  nization of The American Legion has taken steps to
erect a commemorative plague on the building now occupying the spot where the Ci  rque de Paris, in Paris,
France, formerly was located.

It was in the Cirque de Paris that the original caucus of March 15,1 6 and 17, 1919, was held, when 1,000
men and officers of the A. E. F. took the steps which culminated in the formation of The Ameri  can Legion.

The plaque, which is to be dedicated with appropriate ceremonies by The American Legion in the Depart-
ment of France on the evening of March 17, will bear approximately the following wording in both English
and French:

16
On This Site
The American Legion Was Born



March 15-17,1919.
Plaques identifying the sites of the St. Louis Caucus of May, 1919, and the first Na tional Headquarters of
The American Legion in New York already have been erected. These plagues were dedicated in connection
with preparations for the St. Louis 1935 and the New York 1937 conventions.

Every effort is being made by the Department of Franc e to locate members of the original Paris caucus to
participate In the dedicatory and birthday ceremonies of March 17. National E ~ xecutive Committeeman
James L. McCann, of Paris, France, will represent the National Organization of The American Legion at the

ceremonies. Bernhard Ragner, Commander of the Department of France, is in charge of the arrangements.
THE NATIONAL LEGIONNAIRE EBRUARY, 1939
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Department oi France Will
Decorate 30,000 A.E.F. Graves

Commander Elbert Lee Dodds, American Legion, Depar tment of France, has been chosen as chairman of the
Memorial Day committee which will arrange for the ceremonies to be held on Su  nday, May 29, and for the
decoration of more than 30,000 A. E. F. graves. In France, it is the custom to hold such ceremonies o n the
Sunday nearest May 30, and this tradition is followed since it permits a greater number of persons to take

part.

"Every A. E. F. grave will be decorated," declares Commander Dodds, "although some of the isolated graves
are in far -away places, diffic ult to reach. Further, rank will cut no Ice; every dead comrade will be honored,
whether he was a general or a buck private, whet her he was the son of a President (Quentin Roosevelt, who
sleeps near Chateau-Thierry, where he crashed in his airplane) or the  cook of General John J. Pershing
(Jules Antoine Biron in the cemetery at Cannes)."

Ceremony at Cemeteries
There will be a cerem ony at each A.E. F. cemetery, and the chairmen in charge, as appointed by Command-
er Dodds, are as follows:

ROMAGNE, where 14,55 soldiers are buried, Major Clifford V. Church.

FERE EN TARDENOIS, 6,012 graves, Jack W. Hunter. Past Command&ernhard Ragner, of Paris Post, will
be the American speaker.

BONY, 1,832 graves, Colonel Nelson Dean Jay, with Vice Consul John R. Wood agice chairman.
ST. MIHIEL CEMETERY, at Thiaucourt, 4,152 graves. Commander Carl E. Berlin, of Myron T. Herrick Post.
SURESNES, 1,541 graves, Commander George A. Aubrey, of Paris Post.

BELLEAU, 2,287 graves, Past Commander James L. McCann, national exective committeeman for the De-
partment of France.

ISOLATED GRAVES, Roland Klein.
THE NATIONALLEGIONNAIRE MAY, 1938
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French Veterans of World War |
Honor Americans Memorial Day

PARIS, France, July 12. An Interesting report of the Memorial Day servic es conducted by The American Le-
gion and by French World War | veterans in the American Cemeter y at Bony, France, where members of the
27th and 33d U.S. Divisions are buried, has just reached National Headquarters here from George J. Denis,
Adjutant of the Department of France.
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The principal speaker was General Adelbert de Chambrun, a descendant of General Lafayette. Other
speakers included Camilie Planacassagne, Sous-Prefet of St. Quentin; G. Normand, President of the French



Ex-Service Men of the Distric t of St. Quentin; Colonel Nelson Dean Jay, and the Mayor of Bony. Colonel Jay
was chairman of the program.

The number of Legionnaires attending the ceremony was augmented by several thousand Frenchmen and
their families. The superintendent of Bony Cemeter vy is Orlando Overstake, who hails from Decatur, lll., and

is a member of Paris Post No. 1 of The American, Legion.
THE NATIONAL LEGIONNAIRE July 1938
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Department of France Attains Great Record

PARIS. France, Sept. . The Department of France has rea ched the second highest membership ever rec-
orded in enrolling 714 members for 1938, according to the announcement of Legionnaire Eddie Thureson,
department membership chairman.

Affiliated organizations of The American Legion in France have also come throu gh to make enviable rec-
ords. The American Legion Auxiliary Unit, of Paris Post No. 1 , has exceeded its quota, and enrolled the
highest membership ever recorded. The 40 and 8 voiture has exceeded its 1937 membership, and the Paris
Post, squadron of The Sons of The American Legion has gone to a new high in membership.

"Our own squadron in France has more members than are enrolled in a couple of the U. S. departments,”
$APAOOI AT O ' AEOOAT O ' AT OCA &8 $ATEO xOl OAhefQEtbse@®dE OA
times more Legionnaires."

Officers elected to serve the Department of France during 1939 are:
Bernhard Ragner, Commander;
George A. Aubrey, Terrel C. James, and C. E, Berlin, Vice Commanders;
Reverend Clayton E. Williams, Chaplain;
Roger Boulogne, Finance Officer;
Jack Hunter, Historian;
Clifford V. Church, Judge Advocate;
H. A. Buick, Sergeantat-Arms.
George F. Denis continues as Department Adjutant.
James L. McCann National Executive Committee
Sedley Peck Alternate National Executiv e Committeeman
THE NATIONAL LEGIONNAIRE SEPTEMBERI38
*kkkk
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Officials Observe Legion Birthday in France



PARIS, France A distinguished gathering celebrated the 20th anniversary of The American Legion, which
was born in the old Cirque de Paris here May 15 -17, 1919. A bronze plague was placed on the building that
the Cirque de Paris. It was a gift of the national organization of The American Legion and was brought fr om
New York on the S.S. lie de France. From leftto right, foreground: Bernhard Ragner, commander, Depart-
ment of France; Champetier De Rlbes, Minister of Pensions; William C. Bullitt, U, H. Ambassador to France;
the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, and Prevost De Launay, president of the Municipal Council .

On March 171939, on the 20t Birthday of The American Legion , a plaque was mounted on the wall outside
the Cirque de Paris where the first caucus of The American Legion took place 15 -17 March 1919.
SEE ATTACHMENTL3
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In the spring of 1939 , The American Legion named Whitney Godwin for American Vice -President and se-

lected Jack Crowley for 1940 for FIDAC, but in the summer of 1939, with war breaking out, The American

Legion formally withdrew its membership  from FIDAC. In the fall of 1939, it w as appare nt that the end was

near for FIDAC, due to events in Europe. The FIDAC congress scheduled for Belgrade for late 1939 was nev-

er held and FIDAC disbanded. Over the 19-year history of FIDAC, The American Legion 6 Bepartment of

France held a prominent role in its history. At the 21st Annual National Convention of The American Legion

in Chicago, Sept 25-29, 1939, The American Legion National Headgauters and The American Legion De-

partment of France formally withdr  ew its membership byreOT I OOET 1 8 &) $dubjedith®6dni T OE
mittee makes recommendation in the form of a resolution which for the purpose of this report will be des-

ignated as Resolution No. 2 of the Convention Foreign Relations Committee.

2A01T 1 OOET T .1 8 atdhe Andefican Legborositrhdrawtrom FIDAC and that for that purpose

notice or notices as may be required by the constitution and by  -laws of that organization be given to the

AT A OEAO OOAE xEOEAOAxAI 1 Au AA AAAT I Pl EOEAA AO OEA
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DIGESTS OF MINUTES, National Executive Committee Meetings, Los Angeles, California, September 18 and
22, 1988 Resolution in Appreciation of the John J. Pershing Bust.
SEE ATTACHMENTL4
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The 19406
War is on the Horizon
The Doors are Closed
and a New Beginning

1939 - 1940 National Commander - Raymond J. Kelly (MI)National Convention- Chicago, Illinois
Department Commander - George A. Aubrey, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z Gething C. Mier, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley PeckParis Post #1Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John W. Hunter, Bris Post #1, Paris, France

Neutrality Is Keynote of Legion Policy

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., Sept. 12, 1939
A determined stand for strict neutrality, in the present European conflict by The American Legion, has
been taken by National Commander Stephen F. Chadw ick

Commander Chadwick made public the following cablegram, which he received -from George A. Aubrey,
Commander of the Department of France:

"Have you any objection to organization' American Legion Ambulance Corps' sponsored and controlled by
Department of France? Unanimously approved by Department Executive Committee. Please, cable. Ur-
gent."

To this inquiry Commander Chadwick replied:
"Your request sympathetically understood, but im  possible to grant it. American Legion means entire or-
ganization. We are chartered by Congress, which has enacted neutrality law, and the spirit such a law
would forbid the involvement private American organization."
THE NATIONAL LEGIONNAIRBeptember, 1939
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May 22nd. 1940 Antwerp Post BEO1 goes into Exile in Pershing Hall.
SEE ATTACHMENT5
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June 1940 Pershing Hall is closed.
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From June 1940 to February 1946 The American Legion Department of France was a Department in Exile
in New York City, New York and Washington, D.C. The following officers were elected in June 1940 and
were held in place until the Department of France Convention in Paris, France ,in June 1946: Department
Commander, National Executive Committeeman, Alt National Execut ive Committeeman, and Adjutant .
While in exile, the Department held regular gathe ring in both New York and Washington , D.C, but no offi-
cial meetings or conventions were held during the  exile years.

*kkkk

UNDER authority of a resolution passed by the National Convention at Boston, until further notice, the Na-
tional Adjutant will accept renewal dues of members of the Department of France now resident in the
United States. The customary dues for members living in the United States are $5.00, which should be
made payable to National Adjutant Frank E. Samuel, 777 North Meridian Street, Indi  anapolis, Indiana, and
mailed, in his care, addressed to Edward E. Thureson, Department Commander, The American Legion of
France. Proper receipts will be issued and a sys tem will be worked out with the Department of France, for
proper disposition of such m onies, and for eventual issuance of membership cards by the Department of
France.
The AMERICAN LEGION Magazine December, 1940
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Where are they now

By Sedley Peck Alt. National Committeeman
The American Legion Magazine December, 1940

SEE ATTACHMENTL6

1940 - 1941 National Commander - Milo J. Warner (OH), National ConventionBoston, Masachusetts
Department Commander - Edward A. Thureson, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - NO VICE COMMANDER AT LARGE BING WORLD WAR I

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John W. Hunter, Paris Post #Paris, France

1941 - 1942 National Commander - Lynn U. Stambaugh (ND), National ConventiorMilwaukee, Wisonsin
Department Commander - Edward A. ThuresonParis Post #1 Paris, France

Department Convention - NO DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE CONVENTIONS HEWIRING WORLD WAR I
Department VCAL - NO VICE COMMANDER AT LARGE DURING WORLD WAR I

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paf®ost #1, Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John W. Hunter, Paris Post #Paris, France

We Shall Keepthe Faith

By Frederick W. Beekman Department of France Chap lain
The American Legion Magazine May 1942

SEE ATTACHMENTY

1942 - 1943 National Commander - Roane Warirg (TN), National Conventiory KansasCity, Missouri
Department Commander - Edward A. Thureson, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - NO DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE CONVENTIONS HEIWIRING WORLD WAR I
Department VCAL - NO VICE COMMANDER AT LARGERJRING WORLD WAR I

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John W. Hunter, Paris Post #Paris, France

Memorial Day Remembrance of War | Dead
Symbolic Decoration Service Held in Arlington for Graves Overseas

The graves of America's dead overseas, most of them in cemeteries now in enemy hands, were again re-

membered by The American Legion on M emorial Day by a beautiful symbolic decoration service at Arling-

ton National Cemetery, overlooking Washi ngton, on the Virginia hillside where the Unknown Soldier lies.
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Erected before the Argonne Cross at Arlington was a cross for each of the seven Ameri can cemeteries in
France and Belgium, a cross for the isolated and unmarked graves and the men buried at sea, and a cross,
in 1943, for the first time, for the overseas graves of World War 1.

To this scene of white crosses before a background of handsome evergreens, and with a foreground of soft
green turf stretching between rows of crosses overt he World War dead who lie in Arlington, marched the
National Pilgrimage Committee of The American Legion, the 1943 Memorial Day Committee, the Depart-
ment of Fran ce (in exile) Committee, and committees from the Departments of Virginia, Maryland and the
District of Columbia. Leading the way from the Arlington Amphitheater to the Argonne Cross was the U. S.
Marine Band, led by Capt. Wm. E. Santelmann.

The ceremonies were simple and impressive. The Marine Band played the "Marseillaise," the
"Barbanconne" and " The Star-Spangled Banner," and at the site of the symbolic crosses, Bugler Wallace
McNeel blew "To the Colors." Rev. Howard E. Snyder, past department chaplain o f the District of Columbia,
pronounced the invocation; Helena A. Gilliaert sang "Roses of Picar dy," and John R. Long read Col. Joel
McCrea's poem, "Flanders Field."

Sedley Peck, past commander, Department of France, presiding, laid a wreath at the foot of the Argonne
Cross, and then the wreaths for each overseas cemetery were placed, one by one, by Legionnaires, with a
salute for each.

As the ceremony ended, the volleys of the firing squad and the slow, clear, unforgettable bugle notes of
"Taps" echoed across the sacred hillsides of Arlington.

Decoration of the Crosses

Following is a list of the American cemeteries symbolically decorated, the number of Americans resting in
each, and the name of the representative who laid the wreath for each commemoratio n:

Meuse-Argonne (Romagne -sous-Montfacon), 14,242. Edward A. Thureson, Commander, Department
of France.

Olse-Aisne (Seringes et Lesles), 6,012. Captain Stephen Szlapka, Past Commander, Department of
France.

St. Mihiel (Thiacourt), 4,152. Henry Dunning, Past Commander, France.

Alsne-Marne (Belleau), 2,288. Elbert Lee Dodds, Past Commander, France.

Somme (Bony), 1,836. Elbert Burns, Chef de Chemin de Fer, Forty and Eight.
Suresnes (near Paris), 1.54L Clifford V. Church, Department of France.

Waereghem (Flanders Field), Belgium, 368. Jerome V. Stenger, Department of France,,

Scdtered Graves? Buried at Sea, 1,537;- ) ! ,8247: In French Cemeteries, 42; Lafayette Memorial, 18.
Captain Daniel Gibbs, Department of France.

World War 1l wherever they are now resting. Francis Macalease, Sons of The American Legion, Paris
Squadron.
THE NATIONAL LEGIONNAIRE JUNE, 1943
1943 - 1944 National Commander - Warren H. Atherton (CA), National ConventionOmaha, Nebaska
Department Commander - Edward A. Thureson, Paris &st #1, Paris, France
Department Convention - NO DEPARTMENT OF FRANGEONVENTIONS HELD DURING WORLD WAR I
Department VCAL - NO VICE COMMANDER AT LARGE DURING WORLD WAR I
Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris,France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley PeckParis Post #1 Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John W. Hunter, Paris Post #Paris, France
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Past Department Commander
George Aubrey Killed by Nazis.
SEE ATTACHMENTS

1944 - 1945 National Commander - Edward N. Scheiberling (NY), National ConventionChicago llinois
Department Commander - Edward A. Thureson, Pari$ost #1, Paris, France

Department Convention - NO DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE CONVENTIONS HELWRING WORLD WAR I
Department VCAL - NO VICE COMMANDER AT LARGE DURING WORLD WAR I

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
Department Alt. Nationa | Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John W. Hunter, Paris Post #Paris, France

1945 - 1946 National Commander - John Stelle (IL), National ConventionChicago]llinois

Department Commander - Edward A. Thureson, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - NO DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE CONVENTIONE.D DURING WORLD WAR I
Department VCAL - NO VICE COMMANDER ATARGE DURING WORLD WAR I

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCanRaris Post #1, Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John W. Hunter, Pari®ost #1, Paris, France

,u/
' N
AMERICAN 1 FGJON

SERVICE CLUB
PERSHING —HA L
T\E.-

December 1945 Pershing Hall reopens, however, under the new nam e of "American Legion Pershing Hall
Service Club." The U.S. Armyuses a major part of the building as a recreation center and canteen.

1946 - 1947 National Commander - Paul H. Griffith (PA), National Convention San Francisco, Califnia
Department Comma nder - John R. Wood, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convent ion - Paris, France

Department VCAL z Julius P. Winter, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
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Departm ent Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Julian P. Winter, Paris Post #Paris, France

1947 - 1948 National Commander -James F. O'Neil (NH), National ConventiemNew York, New Yok
Department Commander - Harold L. Smith, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - Gething C. Miller, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #Aaris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - LeRoy Carlson, Paris Post #Paris, France

After World War Il in the fall of 1946, Paris Post 1 took over total control of the m ausoleum in Neuill y,
France.

1948 - 1949 National Commander - S. Perry Brown (TX), National ConventionMiami, Florid a.
Department Commander z Raymond P.McDaniel, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - George F Deis, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Vaughn G. CallerRaris Post #1, Paris, France

At the 1949 National Convention Miami, Florida a group of Legionnaires from the Foreign Departments
band together for a unified voice. The group became knew as FODPAL (Foreign and Outlying Department
and Post of the American Legion). The first president was Clarence M. Simpson, The Department of Canada.
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4EA pwumd O
Sedley Peck is First Member of the Department
Elected FODPAL President

1949 - 1950 National Commander - George N. Craig (IN), National Conventic Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Department Commander - Gething C. Miller, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL z Charles D. Wilkes, PariRost #1, Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Jamed.. McCann, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Donald A. Palmer, Paris Pos$tl Paris, France

1950 - 1951 National Commander - Erle Cocke JGA),National Convention- Los Angeles, Califrnia
Department Commander - Charles D. Wilkes, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention z Paris, France

Department VCAL z Vagn G. Callen, Paris Pa#t, Paris, France

Department National Executive Committ eeman - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John A. Laux, Paris Post #Paris, France

1951 - 1952 National Commander - Donald RWilson (WV), National Convention- Miami, Florida
Department Commander - Vagn G. Callen, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department C onvention z Paris, France

Department VCAL z Henry Fitch, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department National Executive Committee man - James L. McCann, Paris Post #aris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Clarence L. Glover, Paris Post #Raris, France

1952 - 1953 National Commander - Lewis K. Gough (CA), National ConventiorNew York, New York
Department Commander - Clarence L. Glover, Paris Post #Raris, France

Department Convention z Paris, France

Department VCAL z Leo E. Jolin, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department National Execut ive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman z Nelson Morris, Paris Post #1 Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Howard C. Dulin, Paris Post #Paris, France

1953 - 1954 National Commander - Arthur J Connell (CT), National ConventionSt Louis, Mssouri
Department Commander - Lloyd H.Cronwall, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department Convention Zz Paris, France

Department VCAL z Howard C. Dulin, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Natio nal Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman z Nelson Morris, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John K. Kingsley, Paris Post #Paris, France

1954 - 1955 National Commander - Seaborn P. Collins (NM), National ConventierWWashington,D.C.
Department Commander - Leo E. Jolin, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention Zz Paris, France

Department VCAL z Theobold M. Quinn, Paris Post #Paris, France

Departm ent National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman z Nelson Morris, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Carl J. Batter Jr., Paris Post #Raris, France

1955 - 1956 National Commander - J. Addington Wagner (Ml), National ConventionMiami, Florida
Department Commander - Melvin C. Smith, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Convention z Paris, France
Department VCAL z Carl J. Batter Jr., Paris Post #Raris,France
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Department National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman z Nelson Morris, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Adjutant - John A Halupka, Paris Post #Paris, Frane

1956 - 1957 National Commander - Wilbur C. "Dan" Daniel (VA), National ConventionLos Angeles, Califrnia
Department Commander - Carl J. Batter Jr., Paris Post #Raris, France

Department Convention Zz Paris, France

Department VCAL z Martin G. Bacee, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Melvin C. Smith, Paris Post #Baris, France
Department Adjutant - Russell M. Porte Jr., Paris Post #1Paris, France

1957 - 1958 National Commander -John S. Gleason Jr. (IL), Natior@bnvention- Atlantic City, New Jrsey
Department Commander - Martin G. Bencee, Paris Post #[Paris, France

Department Convention z Paris, France

Department VCAL z Jesse O. Anthony, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Melvin C. Smith, Paris Post #Baris,France
Departmen t Adjutant - Arnaud L. Clerc, Paris Post #Paris, France

Sedley Peck, Paris Post FRO1
was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual breakfast in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

1958 - 1959 National Commander - Preston J. Moore (OK), National ConventierChicago|llinois
Department Commander - Russell M. Porter Jr., PariBost #1, Paris, France

Department Convention z Paris, France

Department VCAL z Harold Marstellar, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Pek, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Commi tteeman - Jesse O. Anthony, Paris Post #Raris, France
Department Adjutant - Leo B. Gordin, Paris Post #Paris France

April 29 -30, & May 1, 1959 National Resolution 58 Creates (P HOC) Pershing Hall Operating Committee.
SEE ATTACHMENTL9
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The 1960&
First Time entry into
National Oratorical Contest

1959 - 1960 National Commander - Martin B. McKneally (NY), National ConventionMinneapolis, Minresota
Department Commander - Joseph McDermott, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention z Paris, France

Department VCAL z Russell M. Porter, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Sedley PeckParis Post #1, Paris, France

Department Alt . National Executive Committeeman - Jesse O. Anthony, Paris Post #Raris, France
Department Adjutant - Clifford C. Seeley, Paris Post #Raris, France

1960 - 1961 National Commander - William R. Burke (CA), Naonal Convention- Miami Beach, Fbrida
Department Commander - Gordon M. Jochmann, Kaiserslautern Post #1, Kaiserslautern, West Germany
Department Convention z Paris, France

Department VCAL - Alan C Saluave, Ludwigsberg Post #1 Ludwigsberg, W&rmany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Dana W. Lyman, Paris Post #1 PariSrance
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Clifford C Seeley, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Leo E. Jolin, Paris Post #Paris, Frarce

In March of 1961 , The Department of France enter s The American Legion National Oratorical contest for
the first time.

ALNS AMERICAN LEGION NEWS SERVICE 52

National Headquarters Washington Office

P. O. Box 1055, Indianapolis 6, Ind. 1608 K St., N. W., Washington, D. C.

Phone MElrose 5-841 | Phone EXecutive 3-4814
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 3-17-61

INDIANAPOLIS=~~(ALNS)=~-A 49th department entry in the 1961 American Legion
national high school oratorical contest has been certified by the Department of
France which, for the first time in its history, has sponsored such competition
among the American high schools in France and Germany.

Representing the Department of France at the Regional 3 competition on April 10
at Baltimore, Md., will be Richard J. Stillman II, 17, a student at Paris, France,
American High School. He won the department contest on March 8 and was presented a
trophy by National Commander William R, Burke, who was in Europe at the time on an
inspection tour of eight countries,

Young Stillman is no newcomer to oratorical competition. He placed fourth in
the Legion's national finals in 1960 in Penn Yan, N.Y,, after winning contests in the
Department of Pennsylvania, Regional 3, and Sectional A,

He was the principal speaker at four different Memorial Day services last year,

and was a guest speaker at the Pennsylvania department convention,

*kkkk
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On May 4-5, 1961, National Resolution No. 55 finalize s creation of the Pershing Hall Operating Committee.
SEE ATTACHMENTRO
*kkk*%k

PARIS, FRANCE (ALNS) The American Legion Dgartment of France has been declared the winner of the
John R. Quinn Trophy, Department Commander Joseph T. McDermott has been informed. The John R.
Quinn Trophy is awarded annually to that department having the highest percentage of membership on

June 15 of the current year as compared with its average enrollment for the four preceding years.
AMERICAN LEGION NEWS SERVICE, July 1, 1960

1961 - 1962 National Commander - Charles L. Bacon (MO), National ConventiefDenver, Coloado
Department Commander - GeomgeS. Long, Verdun Post #§/erdun, France

Department Convention - Kaiserslautern, West Germany

Department VCAL - Robert Riddle, KaiserslauternPost #1, Kaiserslautern, West Germany
Department National Executive Committeeman - Dana W. Lyman, Paris Post #Paris,France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Clifford C Seeley, Paris Post #Paris, France
Departme nt Adjutant - Donald V. Rowe, Munich Post #8Aunich, West Germany

1962 - 1963 National Commander -James E. Powers (GA), National @@ntion - Las Vegas, Neada

Department Commander - Frederick J. Deyeso, Munich Post #Blunich, West Germany

Department Convention - Garmisch, West Germany

Department VCAL - Clifford Inman, Ludwigsberg Post #6Ludwigsberg, West Germany

Department Nation al Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Alt. Na tional Executive Committeeman - Howard F Davis, Ludwigsberg Post #6.udwigsberg, West
Germany

Department Adjutant - William N Hedge, Paris Post #Paris, France

1963 - 1964 National Commander - Daniel F. Foley (MN), National ConventionMiami Beach, Forida
Department Commander - Clifford Inman, Ludwigsburg Post #6Ludwigsburg, West Germany

Department Convention - Garmisch, West Germany

Department VCAL z Henry Hicks, Munich Post #8Munich, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - SedleyPeck, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Howard F DavisLudwigsberg Post #6 Ludwigsberg, West
Germany

Department Adjutant - Joe Singletary, Paris Post #Paris, France

1964 - 1965 National Commander - DonaldE. Johnson (IA), National ConventionDallas, Texas

Department Commander - Walter Lindquist, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department Convention - Paris, France

Department VCAL - Helmut Isenberg, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executiv e Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman z Henry Hicks, Munich Post #8Munich, West Germany
Department Adjutant - Howard Dulin, Paris Post #1Paris, France

1965 - 1966 National Commander - L. Eldon James (VA), National ConventieriPortland, Oregon

Department Commander - Helmut Isenberg, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department Convention z Garmisch, WestGermany

Department VCAL - Robert F. Fulgham, Munich Post #84unich, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Frederick Deyeso, Munich Post #8Viunich, West Germa-
ny

Department Adjutant - Howard Dulin, ParisPost #1, Paris, France

1966 - 1967 National Commander - John Edward Davis (ND), National ConventioriWashington, D.C
Department Commander - Howard C. Dulin, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Convention - Garmisch, West Germany

Department VCAL z Qifford Inman, Ludwigsburg Post #6 Ludwigsburg, West Germany
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Department National Executive Committeeman - Walter E. Lindquist, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Edgar J. Houseman, Paris Post #Raris, France

1967 - 1968 National Commander - William E. Galbraith(NE), National Convention Boston, Masachusetts
Department Commander - Helmut Isenberg, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department Convention z Garmisch, West Germany

Department VCAL z Albert Doum, Munich Post #8Munich, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Walter E. Lindquest, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Sedley Peck, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Edgar J. Houseman, Paris Post fRaris, France

1968 - 1969 National Commander - William C. Doyle (NJ), National ConventionNew Orleans, buisiana
Department Commander - George F. Getz JHanauPost #7, Hanau West Germany

Department Convention z Garmisch, West Germany

Department VCAL - Carl JStuder, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Walter E. Lindcuest, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - F Daniel Mortara,Paris Post #1, Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Leo E. Jolin, Paris Post #Paris, France

O! - %2) #! o
Symbolizing the friendship between the United States and France is viewed by its painter, French artist Le-

on Reni-Mal at the American Legion National Headquarters in Indianapolis , Ind. The artist began the paint-

ing on Armistice Day, Nov. 11, 1918, and it was presented officially to The American Legion in 1922. The
AEOOET COEOEAA AOOEOO AT A EEO xEZA 1T AAA OEAEO OEOEO A
servance. This article was in the December 1968 issue of The American Legion Magazine.

*kkkk

D-Day Plus a Quarter-Century

(This message hasbeen prepared by American Legion National Commander Doyle for a commemorative
Al AGI OI AA POAI EOEAA AU OEA |, ACEIT60 $ADDay@iNdrindd- T £ «
dy on June 6, 1969.)
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There probably is no more signifi cant single day in the history of modern warfare than June 6, 1944, when
allied forces more than two and three quarter million strong, stormed the beaches of Normandy and
southern France to launch the Crusade In Europe.

As we note the 25th anniversary of this momentous eve nt our thoughts go back to yesteryear, to comrades

xEl OA T EEZAGO AITT A xAO OPEITAA 11 OEA OTEI OEAU 0000«
very tender and very terrifying experiences crowd the memory. We also sadly n  ote the recent loss of the

brilliant Supreme Allied Commander to whom this work is dedicated, General Dwight D. Eisenhower.

All the hell that is warfare was unleashed that day, and in the next 11 months it spread across all of Europe.

In less than a year it was all over, b ut in that short span of time the door to eternity opened to receive mil-

ITETTO T £ ' 1TA80 AEEI AOAT h ZOEATA AT A A A Al EEA8 4EA xI
worked to bind the wounds, to heal humanity as quickly as possi ble, to start over as best we could.

The toll was staggering, but the world survived. A tyrannical force was obliterated and men who had la-
bored under its yoke were once more privileged to breathe the sweet air of freedom. Even today, a quarter
of a century later, men cont inue to try to assess the cost and to determine if it was worth it.

When we consider what the condition of mankind and of humanity might be today, had victory not been
ours, there should be little question as to whether or not it was w  orthwhile.

It is always our fondest hope and our most fervent prayer that man shall never again wreak such havoc

Opi1 EEI OAl £/ AT A OOAE AAOOOOAOETT OPIT '1TA80O AAOOES
By William C. Doyle National Commander The American Legion

The Advance, June, 1969
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The 19706
Gold Anniversary Celebration
In Paris, France

1969 - 1970 National Commander - J. Milton Patrick (OK), National ConventionAtlanta, Georgia
Department Commander - Carl J. Studr, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department Convention z Center Chiemsee, West Germany

Department VCAL z Robert J. Conrad, Bitburg Post #2®itburg, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - James E. Zulick Paris Post #Raris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - F Daniel Mortara, Paris Post #1 Paris, France
Department Adjutant - James F. Graziano, Paris Post Aaris, France

1970 - 1971 National Commander - Albert Chamie (CA), National ConventionPortland, Oregon

Department Commander - Jerome Guilds, Oberammergau Po#100, Oberammergau, West Germany
Department Convention z Garmisch, West Germany

Department VCAL - Leon Turrou, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James Zulick, Paris Post #Paris, France

Department Alt. National Exe cutive Committeeman - Robert Conrad, Bitburg Post #20Bitburg, West Germany
Department Adjutant - Benjamin H.Chain, Paris Post #1Paris,France

1971 - 1972 National Commander - John Geiger (IL), National ConventionHouston, Texas

Department Commander - Jerome Guilds, Oberammergau Post #100berammergau, West Germany
Department Convention - Trier, West Germany

Department VCAL - Leon Turrou, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James Zulick, Paris Post #Paris, Fance

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Robert Conrad, Bitburg Post #20Bitburg, West Germany
Department Adjutant - Dan Bioni, Paris Post #1Paris, France

1972 - 1973 National Commander - Joe Matthews (TX), National ConventionChicago|llinois
Department Commander - Helmut Spangenthal, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, West Germany
Department C onvention - Nancy, France

Department VCAL 7z George A. KerosParis Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - James Zulk, Paris Post #1Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Robert R. Dardis Paris Postl, Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Dan Bioni, Paris Post #1 Paris, France

Munich Post #8 sets up hospitality for the 1972 Olympics in Munic  h, West Germany.

NiANo
FNMERICAN LEGION NEWS SERVICE (0182
NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS DIVISION —THE AMERICAN LEGION A Tor
C. D. Deloach, Chairman James C. Watkins, Director J[ Ca"r)lg )
m P. O. Box 1055 Sl 1608 K St., N. W. \ COqutfy’ //
Indianapolis. Indiana 46206 Washington, D. C. 20006 X _Z

(317) 635-8411 (202) 393-4811

For release T-21-T2

INDIANAPOLIS—-( ALNS ) --The Department of France and Munich Post 8 are planning a
warm reception for American Legionnaires and their families who will be visiting the
1972 Olympics in Munich, Germany, Aug. 26-Sept. 10, according to Rolf Von Reitzenstein,
vice commander of The American Legion District of Germany and a member of the Olympics
Committee, Department of France.

During an interview at Legion National Headquarters here, Von Reitzenstein pointed
out that information booths will be set up at the Munich airport, along the Autobahn
and at the Olympics Stadium. "There will also be open houses in all Legion posts in
Germany and France during this period," Von Reitzenstein added.

The German Veterans of Bavaria, one of the largest German veterans organizations,
is assisting the Legion volunteer guides during this period. For further information
you may write to Munich Post 8, The American Legion, Clayton J. Blackmer, Cmdr.,
HQEES Admin SUCS, APO New York 09245.
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1973 - 1974 National Commander - Robert Eaton (MD), National Conventior Honolulu, Hawaii
Department Commander - Helmut Spangenthal, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, West Germany
Department Convention - Bitburg, West Germany

Depart ment VCAL - John Holmes, Rhein Neckar Post #Beidelberg, West Germany

Department National Exe cutive Committeeman - James Zulick, Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Robert R. Dardis Paris Post #Paris, France
Department Adjutant - Daniel S.Campbell,Hanau Post #7Hanau, West Germany

Department Adjuta nt Daniel Campbell presents the Belgium Cross to three national officers.

INMERICAN LEGION NEWS SERVICE 0242

NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS DIVISION —THE AMERICAN LEGION / Tor
C. D. Deloach, Chairman James C. Watkins, Director ’]' ;
m HEADQUARTERS ‘:f
P. 0. Box 1055

1608 K St., N. W \ Country” 4

) Indianapolis, Incians 46208 Washington, D. C. 20005 =
(317} 635-8411 (202) 303-4811
— L o - - —

For release 10-26-73

INDIANAPOLIS~~(ALNS)~-Three Legionnaires have been awarded the Belgium Cross for
their contributions in the areas of foreign relations and the furthering of
friendship between veterans of the United States and the veterans of Belgium.

Daniel S. Campbell, Department Adjutant of France, presented the medals, on
behalf of Leon DeCleyre, President of Federation Nationale Ancient Combatants, to
Past National Commander Joe L. Matthews, National Adjutant Villiam F. Hauck and
National Public Relations Director James C. Watkins during the Legion's fall meetings
here.

Past Hational Commander Matthews was honored for the contribution he made in
foreign relations during his visit to Europe. HNational Adjutant Hauck and Director
Watkins were honored for "their participation in furtherance of the Freedom Torch
activities over the past 14 years."

The "Freedom Toxch" has been a part of the commemorative ceremonies held in
Belgium and the United States for the past 37 years, honoring the sacrifices of the
two countries' war veterans,

kkkkk

The Department of France celebrates its Golden Anniversary in Paris, France.

0035
IAMERICAN LEGION NEWS SERVICE
NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS DIVISION —THE AMERICAN LEGION For
C. D. DeLoach, Chairman James C. Watkins, Director %
m P. 0. Box 1055 ki 1608 K St., N. W. Country”

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206 Washington, D. C. 20006
(317) 635-8411 (202) 393-4811

For release 2-22-74

WASHINGTON--(ALNS)-~Though The American Legion was born in France at the
famous March 15-17, 1919 Paris caucus of the First American Expeditionary Force,
it was not until February 12, 1924, that the Department of France was granted its
charter. y

On February 16 of this year, the Department of France, which administers Posts
in Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Spain, Sweden as well as in France, marked its Golden
Anniversary in the Pershing Hall Memorial Building in Paris. Approximately 150
people, including representatives from the American Embassy and French authorities,
attended the anniversary dinnmer.

-alns=-

33



1974 - 1975 National Commander - James Wagonseller (OH), National ConventietMiami Beach, Forida
Department Commander - John Holmes, Rhein Neckar Post #Beidelberg, West Germany

Department Convention - Antwerp, Belgium

Department VCAL - Spurgeon Byd, Paris Post #]1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Helmut Spangenthal, Rhein Neckar Post #3eidelberg, West
Germany

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman z Clarence C. Brown, Bitburg Post #2®itburg, West Ger-
many

Department Adjutant - Daniel S.Campbell,Hanau Post #7Hanau, West Germany

Department Commander John Holmes, Department Adjutant Daniel Campbell, and NEGnan Helmut Span-
genthal were present for the casting of the 1976 "Freedom Bell" in Aarle -Rixtel, The Netherlands.

SEE ATTACHMENTR1

SEE ATTACHMENTDR2

1975 - 1976 National Commander - Harry Wiles (KS),National Convention- Minneapolis, Minresota
Department Commander - John Holmes, Rhein Neckar Post #3eidelberg, West Germany

Department Conven tion - Frankfurt, West Germany

Department VCAL - Spurgeon Boyl, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Committeeman - Helmut Spangenthal, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, West Germany
Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Clarence CBrown, Bitburg Post #20, Bitburg, West Ger-
many

Department Adjutant - Daniel S.Campbell,Hanau Post #7Hanau, West Germany

Helmut Spangenthal of Rhein Neckar Post GR0O3
was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in Minneapolis Minn .

1976 - 1977 National Commander - William Rogers (ME), National Convention Seattle, Wasington
Department Commander - Spurgeon Boyd, Paris Post #Paris, France
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Department Commander Emeritus z Thomas W. BarnettBuedingen PosiGRY, Buedingen, Wes Germany
Department Convention - Munich, West Germany

Department VCAL - William R "Bo'Williams, KaiserslauternPost #1, Kaiserslautern, West Germany
Department National Executive Committeeman - Helmut Spangenthal, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, West
CGermany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - John Holmes, Rhein Neckar Post #Beidelberg, West
Germany

Department Adjutant - Edward Drayton Paris Post #1Paris, France

At the Department of France C onvention held in Munich , West Germany, Junel9-22, 1976, a resolution was
passed to do away with the Districts of France and Germany. An amendment to the constitution was passed
to have eight vice commanders in lieu of district commanders. They were assigned as follows: one Depart-
ment Vice Commander -at-Large, two Vice Commanders for France, four Vice Commanders for Germany and
one Vice Commander for Belgium, Denmark and Sweden.

*kkk%k

Helmut Spangenthal
Presentation

INDIANAPOLISNational Adjutant William F. Hauck of Indiana was inducted into the Ass  ociation of Arts,
Sciences and Letters, a 60 year old French honor society at the National Executive Committee meeting of
The American Legion in Indianapolis.

Membership in the associa tion honors individuals recognized for outstanding achievements in vari ous
fields of endeavor, and its membership is international in scope.

National Adjutant Hauck was recommended by Commander Spurgeon C. Boyd, Department of France, and

the award was mad e by NECman Helmut Spangenthal, Department of France.
AMERICAN LEGION BWS SERVICE May 6, 1977

Pmceecjings of Thursday, A{ay 5, 1977 146

The Chair now recognizes Helmut Spangenthal for a presentation.

PRESENTATION
Helmut Spangenthal, France

The French organization known as the Association of Arts, Science and Lettera
was founded in Paris 60 years ago for the purpose of recognizing outstanding
schievements in various fields of endeavor, It is international in character, and ita
recognitions extend to deserving individuals all over the world.

Distinctions are given based on the specific recommendations of persons holding
a responsible position, and who is familiar with the accomplishments of the person
recommended. .

In this instance, Bill Hauck was recommended by Department Commander
Boyd, Department of France, for outstanding services performed as a principal
National Administrator of the largest veterans organization in the world, and also for
the contribution he made in an organization dedicated to the welfare of veterans, their
families, and their orphans.

Will the National Adjutant please step forward.

... National Adjutant William Hauck approached the podium.

MR. SPANGENTHAL: This award was received last Sunday night by the
Department Commander in behalf of National Adjutant Hauck. I said I wanted to
dispense with the French kissing act.

Bill, on behalf of the Department of France, we congratulate you and present you
with your diploma.

... Applause, as National Adjutant Hauck was presented with his certificate
from the Association of Arts, Science and Letters.

NATIONAL ADJUTANT HAUCK: Thank you very much.

Gentlemen, I do appreciate the Department of France recommending me for this
award from the French Government. Certainly it is a great honor, and Helmut, if you
will convey my thanks to Spurgeon Boyd, the Department Commander, and the
proper French officials, I will certainly appreciate it. Thank you very much.
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1977 - 1978 National Commander - Robert Charles Smith (LA), National ConventionDenver, Coloado
Department Commander - William R "Bo" Williams,KaiserslauternPost #1, Kaiserslautern, West Germany
Department Convention - Lesigny, France

Department VCAL - John Norsworthy, Bitburg Post #20Bitburg, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Helmut Spangenthal, RheilNeckar Post #3 Heidelberg, West
Germany

Department Alt Executive Committeeman - John Holms, Rhi@ Neckar Post #3 Heidelberg, West Germany
Department Adjutant - Edward Drayton, Paris Post #1Paris, France

President Carter Gets Legion Welcome in Paris l

President Carter found an American Legion welcome at the Tomb of France's Un-

known Soldier during his visit to the Arc d' Triomphe in Paris on his recent overseas

tour. Here he shakes hands with Department of France Commander William R. "Bo""

Williarns while Department Adjutant Edward Drayton waits in turn. Behind President

Carter is French President Giscard d’Estaing. Legionnaires also were on hand when
the two chiefs of state toured Nomandy battle sites of World War |l

Department Commander William "Bo" Williams and Department Adjutant Edward
Drayton mee t U.S. President Carter. This article was in the March 1978 issue of The
American Legion Magazine

*kkkk

Thomas W. Barnett, 54, of Buedingen Post GR14, passed away recently . Mr. Barnett was Past Commander
of Post 14, The Departm ent of France, and was named the first 'Honorary Department Commander' of The
Department of France during 1977 Convention in Lesigny, France.

1978 - 1979 National Commander - John Carey (MI), National ConventionNew Orleans, buisiana

Department Command er - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Harry S. Truman Post #Frankfurt, West Germany
Department Convention - Kaiserslautern, West Germany

Department VCAL - Jackie D Legg, Rhein Main Post #aldorf-HessenWest Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Helmut Spangenthal, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, West
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Robert H.Winkler, Bitburg Post #20, Bitburg, West Ger-
many

Department Adjutant - Yott Whitmore, Paris Post #1Paris, France
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Merwyn M. Beavers (right), department commander of  France, presents check for $2,436 for the St. Jude
Children's Research hospital program to Earl Franklin Jr., chairman of the National Commission on
Children and Youth, as National Cdr. John M. (Jack) Carey looks on during the October conference. The
money was raised by Vernon P. Fleming of Otha T. Spriggs Post 21, Crailheim, West Germany.
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The 1980G
All Time High in Membership and
Department moves its Headquarters

1979 - 1980 National Commander - Frank Hamilton (IN), National Convention- Houston, Texas

Department Commander - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Harry S. Truman Post #Zrankfurt, West Germany
Department Convention - Berchtesgaden, West Germany

Department VCAL - Ja&ie D Legg, Rhein Main #3VNaldorf-Hessen, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Helmut Spangenthal, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, West
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Robert H. Winkler, Bitburg Post #20Bitburg, West Ger-
many

Department Adjutant - Ken Johnson, Paris Post #Paris, France

At the convention in Berchtesgaden, a resolution was passed to accept a new constitution and do aw ay with
the eight vice commanders and have five vice commanders. This is the constitution, which we operate un-
der today. It has been amended several times since.

*kkk

The Department had an all-time high in membership of 7 ,900-plus in 1980 .

1980 - 1981 National Commander - Michael Kogutek (NY)National Convention- Boston, Masachusetts
Department Commander - Jackie D Legg, Rhein Main Post #aldorf-HessenWest Germany

Department Convention - Gothenburg, Sweden

Department VCAL - Roger Lantagne, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Helmut Spangenthal Rhein NeckaPost#3, Heidelberg, West
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Harry S. Truman Post

#2, Frankfurt, West Germany

Department Adjutant - Ken Johnson, Paris Post #Paris, France
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Sergeant First Class (SFC) Donald Robert Hohman, 38, U.S. Army Medical Corps, a member of The American
Legion, Harry S, Truman Post 2 Frankfurt, West Germany, The Department of France, was released from
captivity on Jan. 20, 1981 , after 444 days as one of the 52 American hostages in Tehran, Iran.

SEE ATTACHMENTR3

1981 - 1982 National Commander - Jack Flynt (TX), National ConventionHonolulu, Hawaii

Department Commander - Jackie D Legg, Rhein Main Post #Waldorf-Hessen, West Germany

Department Conventio n - Willingen, West Germany

Department VCAL - Martin Ventrone, Stuttgart Post #6 Stuttgart, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Helmut Spangenthal, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, West
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Comm itteeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Harry S. Truman Post #Erank-
furt, West Germany

Department Adjutant - Ken Johnson, Paris Post #Paris, France

At the National Executive Committee meeting on May 6, 1982, the American Legion passed a resolution to
reling uish management of Pershing Hall.

1982 - 1983 National Commander - Al Keller (IL), National Convention- Chicago|llinois

Department Commander - Robert H. Winkler, Eifel Post #20Bitburg, West Germany

Department Convention - Willingen, West Germany

Department VCAL - Ray Harrison, Ortha T. Spriggs Post #2Crailsheim, West Germany

Department Executive Committeeman - Bill Lombardo, Kaiserslautern Post #]1Kaiserslautern, West Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Paul Chevalier, EifePost #20, Bitburg, West Germany
Department Adjutant - Ken Johnson, Paris Post #Paris, France

Excerpt from National Execu tive Committee, THE AMERICAN LEGION, National Headquarters, Indianapolis,
Indiana , October 13-14, 1982
SEE ATTACHMENTR4

1983 - 1984 National Commander - Keith Kruel (WI), National Convention Seattle, Wasington

Department Commander - Robert Winkler, Eifel Post #20

Department Convention - Willingen, West Germany

Department VCAL - Eugene Gibbs, Wiesbaden Post #1983

Department Executi ve Committeeman - Bill Lombardo, Kaiserslautern Post #1Kaiserslautern, West Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Paul Chevalier, Eifel Post #2@itburg, West Germany
Department Adjutant - Ken JohnsonParis Post #1, Paris, France

On May 9-10, 1984National Resolution No. 35 Dissolved (PHOOyershing Hall Operating Committee
SEE ATTACHMENTR5

1984 - 1985 National Commander - Clarence Bacon (MD), National ConventiorSalt Lake CityUtah
Department Commander - Robert H. Winkler, Eiél Post #2Q Bitburg, West Germany

Department Convention - Grand Canary Islands

Department VCAL - Charley Rallis, Kaiserslautern Post #Kaiserslautern, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Bill Lombardo, Kaiserslautern Post #]1Kaiserslautern, West
Germany

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Joseph F. Owens, Audie Murphy Post #30, Wurzburg,
West Germany

Department Adjutant - Ralph Browne, Kaiserslautern Post #1Kaiserslautern, West Germany

In late 1984 , The Department of France sued The American Legion National Organization in the U. S. Dis-

trict Court in Indianapolis, Indiana . The Department of France contends that The American Legion National
Organization was in Breach of Contact for breaking the Pershin g Hall Operati ng Committee (PHOC) agree-
ment to manage Pershing Hall.

*kkkk
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Bill Lombardo of Kaiserslautern Post GRO1
was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in Salt Lake City, Utah

1985 - 1986 National Commander - Dale Renaud (IA), NationbConvention- New Orleans, buisiana
Department Commander - Charles RallisKaiserslauternPost #1, Kaiserslautern,West Germany

Department Convention - Heilbronn, WestGermany

Department VCAL - Floyd Chatterton, John Wayne Post #78leilbronn, West Gernany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Bill Lombardo, Kaiserslautern Post#1Kaiserslautern, West
Germany

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Joseph F. Owens, Audie MurphyoBt #30, Wurzburg,
West Germany

Department Adjutant - RalphBrowne Kaiserslautern Post #1Kaiserslautern, West Germanyand Michael Ver-
ville, Rhein Neckar Post #3Heidelberg, West Germany

At the first Department Executive Committee meeting , on June22, 1985, at Heilbronn, West Germany ,
William Weaver of Dwight D. Eisenhower Post #13, Augsburg, West Germany, was elected Vice Com-
mander Emeritus. At the same first DEC, Arnie Matanky of Paris Post #1 , Paris, France, was elected
for life to the honorary position of Department Vice Commander of The Department of Franc  e.

1986 - 1987 National Commander - Judge James Dean (MS), National Conventidincinnati, Ohio

Department Commander - Charles Rallis, Kaiserslautern &st #1, Kaiserslautern,West Germany

Department Convention - Bad Nauheim, West Germany

Department VCAL - Don Smith, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Bill Lombardo, Kaiserslautern Post #1Kaiserslautern, West
Germany

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Jackie D. Legg, Rhein Main Post A¥aldorf-Hessen, West
Germany

Department Adjutant - Michael Verville, Rhein Neckar Post #3Heidelberg, West Germanyand Douglas Haggan
Kaiserslautern Post #1 Kaiserslautern, West Germany

At the second DEC, on Jun€l8, 1986, at Bad Nauheim, West Germany, NECman Bill Lombardo gave a brief-
ing on the PHOC lawsuit against The American Legion, National Organization.
SEE ATTACHMENT6

1987 - 1988 National Commander - John Jake Comer (MA), National Conventiei®an Antonio, Texas
Department Commander - Michad Verville, Rhein Neckar Post #3Heidelberg, West Germany

Department Convention - St. Avold, France

Department VCAL - Frank Hoyle, Friedberg Post #16Friedberg, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Bill Lombardo, Kaiserslautern Pos#1, Kaiserslautern, West
Germany

Department Alt. National Executive Committeeman - Jackie D Legg, Rhein Main Post #aldorf-Hessen, West
Germany
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Department Adjutant - Douglas Haggan, Kaiserslautern Post #Kaiserslautern, West Germanyand Ralph
Browne, Kaiserslautern Post #1Kaiserslautern, West Germany

1988 - 1989 National Commander - Hon. H. F. "Sparky" Gierke (ND), National Conventiehouisville, Kentucky
Departme nt Commander - Frank Hoyle, Friedberg Post #16Friedberg, West Germany

Departme nt Convention - Menton (Riveria), France

Department VCAL - Edward Drayton, Paris Post #1Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn M. Beavers, Harry STruman Post #2 Frankfurt/am,
West Germany

Department Alt National Executive Co mmitteeman - Michael Verville, Rhein Neckar Post #3Heidelberg, West
Germany

Department Adjutant - Michael Verville, RheinrNeckar Post #3 Heidelberg, West Germany

we2 Ai AT AAO / 60 #1711 OAAAGO " OOEAA / OAOOAAO
The American Legion Magazine May, 1989
SEE ATTACWIENT 27

*kkkk

After almost five year sand after investing more than $79 ,000 in lawyer fees, The Department of France in
the Breach of Contact lawsuit case against The American Legion National Organization over breaking of the
Pershing Hall Operating Commit tee (PHOC) agreementis over. At the Fourth DEC, on Junel5, 1988, in
Mentone, France, Vice Commander Edward Drayton Chairman of the PHOC investigation com mittee re-
ported the Pershing Hall Investigation was wrapped up, that all debts have been paid onthe  lawsuit, and
that the court had terminated litigation without prejudice to either The Department of France or The

American Legion National Organization. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to appropriate
$1,105 to pay the remaining legal cost for th e PHOC lawsuit.

*kkkk

o,

eIIe"(Cit); Ha ) st vdl'd, Fféhcé: home to THenerican Legion Department of France Headquarters.

Hotel

Nov 1989 The American Legion, Department of France Headquarters was officially moved from Pershing
Hall in Paris, Franc e to the Hotel De Ville, St Avold, France.
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The 19906
Eiffel Tower
Becomes Official
Insignia in 1991

1989 - 1990 National Commander - Miles Epling (WV), National Convention Baltimore, Maryland

Department Commander - Michael Verville, Rhein Mcker Post #3 Heidelberg, Germanyresigned 8 -2-1989)
Department Commander - Edward Drayton, Paris Post #1Paris, France(took office 8 -2-1989)

Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, West Germany

Department VCAL - Edward Drayton, Paris Post #1Paris,France(resigned 8 -2-1989)

Department VCAL - Douglas HaggariaiserslauternPost #1, Kaiserslautern, Germanywas elected 8-2-1989)
Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn M. Beavers, Harry S. TrumaRost #2, Frankfurt/am,
West Germany

Departme nt Alt National Executive Committeeman - Ray Harrison, Ortha TSpriggs Post #21Crailsheim, West
Germany

Department Adjutant - Wayne Costa Friedberg Post #16-riedberg, West Germanyand Gorley Stokes, Rhein
Main Post #5 Waldorf-HessenWest Germany

Alt NEC Michael Verville resigned his position as Alt NEC so he could run for Department of France Com-
mander . Ray Harrison was elected Alt NEC to fill the office left vacant by the resignation of Alt NEC Verville.

*kkkk

Due to the unexpected PSC move of Depatment of France Commander Michael Verville back to the United
Statesin August of 1998 , a Special Department Executive Committ ee Meeting was held at Harry S. Truman
Post #2, Frankfurt, Germany , to ratify the appoint ment of Edward Drayton Paris Post #1 as Department of
France Commander. Doug Haggan was to elected as thenew Vice Commander at Large to fill the position
left vacant by the move of Edward D rayton to Department Commander.

*kkkk

May 1990 National Commander Miles Epling officially opened the doors to the new headquarters for The
American Legion, Department of France.

1990 - 1991 National Commande r - Robert Turner (GA), National Convention Indianapolis, Indiana
Department Commander - Douglas Haggan, Harry S. Truman Post #2 Frankfiatn, West Gernany
Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, West Germany

Department VCAL - Wally Bolton, Kaiserslautern Post #1 Kaiserslautern, West Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Harry S. Truman Posgt2,
Frankfurt/am, West Gemany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Pietz, Eifel Post #2(Bitburg, West Germany
Department Adjutant - Gorley Stokes, Rhein Main Post #8Valdorf-Hessen, West Germany

PROCEEDINGS of the National Executive Committee, THE AMERIOA LEGION National Headquarters, Indi-
anapolis, Indiana , May 2-3, 1990. Presentation of Significant Gift to The National Headquarters Library
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MR. BEAVERS, France: Mr. Commander, would you step forward again. It is a great pleasure for me to pre-
sent to you, from the Department of France, a part of the histor vy as found in a piece of the Berlin Wall,

which was knocked off the wall on the 27th of November last year, by Legionnaire Douglas Haggan from
Harry S. Truman Post No. 2 Frankfurt, West Germany. Righ t on top of that, they struck a medal commemo-
rating th e end of the Wall, dated November 9, 1989. It is my pleasure to present this to you.

NATIONAL COMMANDER EPLING: Thank you.

*kkkk

At the Second DEC on Oct20, 1990, in St. Avold, France, NECman Midcael Beaver made a motion that was
seconded by Vice Commander at Large Wally Bolton, that the Eiffel Tower be the official insignia for The
Department of France, and that it will be mandatory for it to be embroidered on the front of all red, white,
and blue Legion uniform caps by Emblem Sales. Motion carried .

At The Department of France Convention held June 22 -25, 1991, in Bitburg, Germany, the delegates ratified
the motion made at the 1990, 2 nd DEC thatthe Eiffel Tower the symbol of the Department of Fr ance, and
further that the Eiffel Tower emblem be affixed to the front of the Department of France Legion cap.

1991 - 1992 National Commander - Dominic DeFrancesco (PA), National ConventiorPhoenix, Arizna
Department Commander - Douglas Haggan, Harry. Sruman Post #2 Frankfurt/am, Germany
Department Conven tion - Bitburg, Germany

Department VCAL - Wally Bolton, Kaiserslautern Post #]1Kaiserslautern, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Harry S. Truman Post #2
Frankfurt /am, Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Pietz, Eifel Post #2(Bitburg, Germany
Department Adjutant - Gorley StokesRhein Main Post #5

1992 - 1993 National Commander - Roger Munson (OH), National ConventionChicaggq lllinois

Department Commander - Wally Bolton, Kaiserslautern Post #1Kaiserslautern, Germany

Department Convention - St. Avold, France

Department VCAL - Jimmy Schafer, Eifel Post #2®Bitburg, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Douglas Haggan, Rhein MaiRost #5, Waldorf-Hessen, Ger-
many

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Frank Hoyle, Friedberg Post #16Friedberg, Germany
Department Adjutant - Gorley Stokes, Rhein Main Post #8Valdorf-Hessen, Germany

1993 - 1994 Nationa | Commander - Bruce Thiesen (CA), National Convention Pittsburgh, Rennsylvania
Department Commander - Walt Landi, Kaiserslautern Post #1Kaiserslautern, Germany

Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, Germany

Department VCAL - William "Bill" Marshall, Omar Bradley Post#42, Schweinfurt, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Douglas Haggan, Rhein Main Post #8/aldorf-Hessen, Ger-
many
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Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Rhein Main Post #3Waldorf-
Hessen, Germany
Department Adjutant - Gorley Stokes, Rhein Main Post #8Valdorf-Hessen, Germany

Arnie Matanky of Paris Post FRO1
was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in Pittsburgh, P a.

*kkkk

Alt NEC Frank Hoyle returned to the U nited States just after the 1993 Department Convention, and Merwyn
"Mike" Beavers was elected to fill Frank Hoyle's term as Alt NEC.

*kkkk

At the National Executive Committee meeting in May of 199 4, a resolution to terminate the Department
Charters of Canada, Panama, and Italy was passed. The Department of France gained 5 Posts in Italy, 5
Posts in Greece, and 2 Posts in Ireland.

The decision was made following the recommendations in atwo -year study of foreign and outlying De-
partments and how they may be nefit from organizational realignment.

O- Al AAOO OAGEAEI ¢ ET OEAOA $ADAOOI AT 00 xEI1 AAT AAEEO
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SEE ATTACHMENDRS8

1994 - 1995 National Commander - William Detweiler (LA), National Convention- Minneapolis, Minrasota
Department Commander - Gorley Stokes, Rhein Main Post #8Valdorf-Hessen, Germany

Department Convent ion - Cherbourg, France

Department VCAL - William "Bill" Marshall, Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Rhein Main Post #3Valdorf-Hessen,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Frank Hoyle, Friedberg Post #16Friedberg, Gemany
Department Adjutant - Robert Louden, Rhein Main Post #3Valdorf-Hessen, Germany

At the Annual FODPAL Meeting held at the 1994 National Convention, Doug Haggan of Rhein Main Post
GRO5was appointed Asst FODPAL Secretary.

1995 - 1996 National Comman der - Daniel Ludwig (MN), National Convention Indianapolis, Indiana
Department Commander - William "Bill" Marshal, Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt, Germany
Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, Germany
Department VCAL - Phil Oakley Eifel #20, Bitburg, Germany
Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers Rhein Main Post #5Waldorf-Hessen,
Germany
Department Alt N ational Executive Committeeman - Frank Hoyle Friedberg Post #16 Friedberg, Germany
Department Adjutant - Robert Louden, Rhein Main Post #5Waldorf-Hessen, Germany
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1996 - 1997 National Commander - Joseph Frank (MO), ConventionSalt Lake CitylUtah

Department Commander - William "Bill" Marshall Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt, Germany

Department Convention - Sarkt Englmar, Germany

Department VCAL - Steven Pratschler, Kaiserslautern Post #XKaiserslautern, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Rhein Main Post #3Valdorf-Hessen,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Commi tteeman - Frank Hoyle, Friedberg Post #16Friedberg, Germany
Department Adjutant - Robert Louden, Rhein Main Post #3Valdorf-Hessen, Germany

1997 - 1998 National Commander - Anthony Jordan (ME), National ConventionOrlando, Fbrida
Department Commande r - William "Bill* Marshall, Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt, Germany
Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, Germany

Department VCAL - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beaves, Rhein Main Post #5Waldorf-
HessenGermany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Frank Hoyle Friedberg Post #16Friedberg, Germany
Department Adjutant - Tim O'Neill, Riley Leroy Pitts Post #Worms, Germany

1998 - 1999 National Commander - Butch Miller (VA), National Convention- New Orleans, buisiana
Department Commander - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany

Department Convention - Bitburg, Germany

Department VCAL - Kenny Rogers, John Wayne Post #/9eilbronn, Germary

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Rhein Main Post #3Valdorf-Hessen,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Steven Pratschler, Kaiserslautern Post #Kaiserslautern,
Germany

Department Adjutant - Tim ONeill, Riley Leroy Pitts Post #7Worms, Germanyand William (Bill) West, John
WaynePost #79, Heilbronn, Germany

The commemorative First Caucus Plaque at 14 Ernest Pschari in Paris, France, was refurbished in time for
the 80t Anniversary of the First Paris Caucus rededication ceremony on March 14, 1999.

Paris Post 1 Commander Ken Johnson was Master of Ceremonies, in attendance for the rededication and
wreath laying ceremony were Department Vice Commander John Burns from Ireland, NECman Mike Bea-
vers re presenting the National Commander, and many local dignitaries .

*kkkk

Doug Hagganof Rhein Main Post GR05
was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in New Orleans, La.
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The 2000
Doug Haggan
Appoint Permanent
FODPAL Secretary

1999 - 2000 National Commander z Hon.Alan Lance Sr. (ID), National Cavention - Anaheim, Calibrnia
Department Commander - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany

Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, Germany

Department VCAL - Frank Wing, RheinNeckar Post #3 Heidelberg, Germany

Department National Executive Committe eman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Rhein Main Post #3Valdorf-Hessen,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Steven Pratschler, Kaiserslautern Post¥# Kaiserslautern,
Germany

Department Adjutant - William 'Bill' West, John Wayne Post #73eilbronn, Germany

Doug Haggan of Rhein Main Post#5, Waldorf, Germany is moved from Asst . FODPAL Secretary and isap-
pointed as permanent FODPAL Secretary.

2000 - 2001 Natio nal Commander - Ray Smith (SC), National ConventiorMilwaukee, Wisonsin

Department Commander - Nola Maloney, Rhein Neckar Post #8leidelberg, Germany

Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, Germany

Department VCAL - Frank Wing, Rhein Neckar Post #3eidelberg, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Rhein Main Post #3Valdorf-Hessen,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adjutant - William 'Bill' West, John Wayne Post #79eilbronn, Germany

The Department of France elected its first female Commander.
Her name is Nola Maloney. She was formerly the Department Chaplain and
currently works as a civilian employee with the  U.S. Air Force
*kkk*%k

3 Departments earn special awards
Earlier in the membership year, National Commander Ray G. Smith offered a new incentive award to all
departments. The top three department commanders and membership chairmen attaining the highest
percent of member ship gain, excluding direct mail solicitation members, fro m Feb. 1 to May 9 would earn
distinguished, specially selected gifts on stage at the national convention, in San Antonio.
Those qualifying departments and their specially selected gifts are:
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First place - engraved diamond studded gold ring awarded t o Department of France Commander Nola L.
Maloney, 1.06 percent gain.

3 AAT T Aengpaved didnond -studded silver ring awarded to Department of Delaware Commander
Newton R. Brackin Jr., 0.97 percent gain.

4 E E O A enfravédArbnze plaque awarded to Department of Vermont Commander Donald T.
Tetreault, 0.97 percent gain.

*kkkk

Fred Platt of Generals Ward & Chennault & Lt Helseth Post CP0O1
was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in Milwaukee, Wis .

2001 - 2002 National Commander - Ric Santos (MD)National Convention- San Antonio, Texas

Department Commander - Nola Maloney, Rhein Neckar Post #8leidelberg, Germany

Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, Germany

Depart ment VCAL - Keith Morros, Stuttgart Post #6 Stuttgart, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Rhein Main Post #3Valdorf-Hessen,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Postt6, Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adjutant -William 'Bill' West, John Wayne Post #73eilbronn, Germany

2002 - 2003 National Commander - Ronald F. ConleySr.(PA), National @nvention - Charlotte, North Carolina
Department Commander - Nola Maloney, RheirNeckar Post #3 Heidelberg, Germany

Department Convention - Kaiserslautern, Germany

Department VCAL - Liam F. Kane, John F. Kennedy Post #88iblin, Ireland

Department Nation al Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Rhein Main Post #3Valdorf-Hessen,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adjutant - William 'Bill' West, John Wayne Post79, Heilbronn, Germany (resigned 4 z 2003

moved to the states) , Frank Hanchak Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt, Germanyassigned 4 z 2003)

Father and Son Reunited
The American Legion is an organization that was created to help veterans.
But the mission doesn't stop there. Steve DuBois will testify to that point.
DuBois, a member of Fair Oaks Post 383 in Fair Oaks, Calif., and his family saw firsthand what Legionn aires

are willing to do for active -duty servicemembers and their families. In the process, father Josh DuBois was
reunited with his son, 4 year -old Anthony.
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Legionnaires in the Departments of California and France with input from National Headquarters staff
were able to cut through red tape, establishing full parental sponsorship for Josh and paving the way for
Anthony's plane ride to Hanau, Germany, to live wit h his father.

"| feel like | finally have closure," Josh said. "It's finally ov er, and | have my son with me. It's hard to explain
how | feel. I'm just relieved we can move on as a family."

Josh's relief is understandable, considering what he and his fam ily went through in order to reunite him
with his son.

Thanks to the work of Le gionnaires and the Family Support Network, 4 year old Anthony DuBois has been
reunited with his father, who is serving in the Army in Germany. In November, Josh a specialist E -4 sta-
tioned with C Battery, 5th Battalion, 7th Air Defense Artillery unitin Han ~ au was awarded custody of An-
thony, who at the time was in the custody of Child Protective Services in Sacramento County. But Josh had
been in Germany since July, so the courts basically turned Anthony over to his grandfather, Steve, without
granting him le gal custody.

"That put us in a bit of a predicament,” Steve said. "We were very glad to have him, but we had no legal cus-
tody. Anthony had no insurance, anything like that. We were kind of like, 'What do we do?"

Steve knew that Josh wanted his son and that Anthony needed to be with his father. Getting the two togeth-
er was the problem. He contacted legal organizations, local churches and even the media. No one seemed
interested in helping.

"That's when | thought about The American Legion. | thought with Jo sh being in the military and me being a
veteran, the Legion could at least push us in the right direction," Steve said. "So | fired off an e -mail to the
national commander. | k new this wasn't really a veterans issue, but the Legion deals with much more tha n
that."

While Steve was hopeful to get a response, he had no idea how expedient it would be. He was immediately
sent an e-mail response, setting the wheels of the Legion's Fa mily Support Network in motion.

"l got a call two days later at work from my wi fe. She told me representatives from the Legion were at the
house waiting to talk to me," Steve said. "I was just seeking information, and they were already there to
help."

Post 859 Commander Cal Coley and Jim Fiedler, National Membership assistant director, spoke with Steve.
After a meeting, Coley set the wheels in motion to get Josh fully recognized by the Army as Anthony's
guardian.

"I'm retired, but I've stayed pretty curr  ent with the way things work in the military, so | thought I cou Id
help them out,” said Coley, a 20 -year Air Force veteran. "After talking with the grandparents, my thinking
was we needed to get the boy DEERS (Defense Legionnaire Steve DuBois, left, seen wth his wife Michelle,
was able to reunite his son and grandson, thanks to the work of Legionnaires in the Departments of Cali-
fornia and France. Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System) qualified, which qualifies him as a military de-
pendent."

Coley contacted Beale Air Force Base, 40 miles north of Sacramento, and expl ained to officials what the
family needed and found out exactly what the family must do to get the proper paperwork done. Beale offi-
cials worked with their counterparts in Germany to quickly m  ake Anthony a military dependent.

"Cal was able to arrange getting an ID card for Anthony, as well insurance through TRICARE," Steve said.
"He knew who to contact and what they needed. We needed to do very little ourselves. And the people at
Beale did a lot that they probably didn't have to do. | think a lot of that h  ad to do with Cal."

With Anthony being recognized as Josh's dependent, the boy could have received government -sponsored
transportation to Germany. But that was unnecessary when the Sacramento  County government offered to
fund the trip.
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Across the Ocean.Meanwhile, Josh who is married and has two small children in Germany was working
with Legionnaires from the Department of France, who kept him informed on the progress toward getting
his son home.

"(Department Adjutant) Bill West was on the dot, letting me know what forms | needed to fill out," Josh
said. When | wanted to know the status of how things were going, he either told me when | called or called
me back within a day. | was never le ft in the lurch wondering how things were going."

Josh has been approved for a Legion Temporary Financial Assistance grant of $1,000. On the local level in
Germany, West said members at Thomas W. Barnett Post GR14 in Buedingen did a lot of the footwork an d
also raised money to help buy a dinner and Chri stmas presents for the DuBois family.

"Our post is small, and we don't have a lot of money, but if we can help someone, we will," Post GR14 com-
mander Carl Hackworth said. "We had another member of the post provide a bed for the family, too.

"It was reall y nice to be able to help out, and it was very nice to see the boy with his father. You could really
see how happy the two were together."

The Reunion. On Jan. 1, Steve touched down in Germany with his grandson. Steve and his wife had shown
Anthony pictu res of his father and new family countless times, so Anthony recognized his father right
away, despite the fact Josh hadn't seen him for two years.

"It was stirring. I'm 6 -foot-5 and 220 pounds, with gray h air, and | was reduced to tears," Steve said. "Wh en
we got off the plane and they saw each other for the first time, Josh had an amazed look on his face. It's
something I'll never forget for the rest of my life." "Anthony is a great, great little boy, and he's getting
along great with the other kids," Jo sh said. "And he always jumps in my lap and wants to cuddle with me.

It's really nice having all of us together."

"Anthony is such a deserving child, and if s kind of just really neat that all this happened " Steve said. "I'm
just glad there was an organi zation out there that could help make it happen.” While Steve is quick to name
names when giving out thanks, the Legionnaires involved say they were simply fulfilling the mission of the
organization.

"This was a post effort, and anyone in the post could . have done it,” Coley said. "We were just happy we
were able to do something to help the family. That's what The American Legion is all about.”

Now Josh DuBois, who has joined Post GR14, knows this.

"They'r e a great group of people there, and they've got great programs,” Josh said of France's Legionnaires.
"The organization's support chains are incredible. My dad looked all over the place trying to find some way
to get Anthony over here. Thank God he wentto The American Legion. The fact is, God and The American

Legion got my son here."
By Steve Brooks Editor The American Legion Magazine
Dispatch February 8, 2002

2003 - 2004 National Commander - John A. Brieden II[TX), National Convention St Louis, Mssouri

Department Commander - John Miller, David Chavez Post #1982Ansbach, Germany

Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, Germany

Department VCAL - Joe D. Brown, John Wayne Post ##9eilbronn, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Merwyn "Mike" Beavers, Rhein Main Pzt #5, Waldorf-Hessen,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adjutant - Nola Maloney, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, Germany

2004 - 2005 Natio nal Commander - Thomas PCadmus(MI), National Convention- Nashville, Tennessee
Department Commander - John Miller, David Chavez Post #1982Ansbach, Germany
Department Convention - Geiselwind, Germany
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Department VCAL - Joe D. Brown, John Wayne Pgst9, Heilbronn, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - William "Bill" Marshall, Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adju tant - Nola Maloney, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, Germany

2005 - 2006 National Commander - Thomas L. BocKCO), National Convention Honolulu, Hawaii

Department Commander - Liam F. Kane, John F. Kennedy Post #8Riblin, Ireland

Department Conventio n - Sankt Englmar, Germany

Department VCAL - Joe D. Brown, John Wayne Post ##9eilbronn, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - William "Bill" Marshall, Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committee man - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adjutant z Nola Maloney, Rhein Neckar Post #3, Heidelberg, Germangsigned 7 - 2005 Got an
assignment to Kuwait) ,James Settle, John Wayne Post #Filbronn, Germany(appointed 7 - 2005) ( resigned
3 72006 for personal reasons) Maxwell Rice John Wayne Post #7%Heilbronn, Germany(appointed 3 -2006)

Nola Maloney of Rhein Neckar Post GR0O3
was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in Honolulu, Hawaii .

2006 - 2007 National Commander - Paul A. Morin(MA), National Convention Salt Lake CitylJUtah

Department Commander - Liam F. Kane, John F. Kenng®ost #63 Dublin, Ireland

Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, Germany

Department VCAL - Carl Hale, Paris Postl, Paris, France

Department National Executive Committeeman - William "Bill* Marshall, Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adjutant - Maxwell Rice John Wayne Post #73eilbronn, Germany

4EA $ADPAOOI AT O 1T £ &&80ATAA xAO OEA AEOOEDI AAA &I O | PAO,
gram to provide recreational and comfort items to U.S. military personnel recovering from wounds and ill-
nesses in DOD facilities . It was born in May 2007 i n Germany. American Legion National Commander Paul
A. Morin was on his official visit to the Department of France and noticed while visiting Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center that war -wounded perso nnel lacked personal comfort items, some of the televisions were
broken, and, although the patients were receiving excellent medical care, they had little to occupy their

time in recovery. When Morin returned to the United States, he called on The American Legion to raise
$50,000 in a six-week period to purchase some new televisions, DVDs, iPods, books and video games. He
called the fundraiser Operation Landstuhl.  Six weeks later, Legionnaires from around the world had con-
tributed more than $250,000 to the effort. The following year, after learning of si milar needs for comfort
items at military hospitals and transition units, ~ American Legion National Commander David K. Rehbein
expanded the program into Operation Comfort Warrior s, which in its first complete decade, has purchased
millions of dollars dworth of comfort items, recreational experiences, art supplies, sporting goods, physical
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therapy equipment and more.

| DPAOAOGEIT #1101 &£ 00 7A00ET OO0 Ai1 OET OAO OI DOétéaxEahdstuEET Al

Regional Medical Center, Wound W arrior Center (USO), and the Fisher House, which purchases comfort
items for recovering troops and their visiting family members.

2007 - 2008 National Commander - Martin F. Conatsef(IL), National Convention- Reno, Neada

Department Commander -Joe D. Brown, John Wayne Post ##9eilbronn, Germany

Department Convention - Sankt Englmar, Germany

Department VCAL - Liam Kane, John F. Kennedy Post #83ublin, Ireland

Department National Executive Committeeman - William "Bill" M arshall, Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adjutant - James Settle, John Wayne Post #Filbronn, Germany

was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in Reno, Nev.

2008 - 2009 National Commander - David K. Rehbeir{IA), National Convention- Phoenix, Ariona
Department Commander - e D. Brown, John Wayne Post #79, Heilbronn, Germany

Department Convention - SanktEnglmar, Germany

Department VCAL - Liam Kane, Johir. Kennedy Post #63Dublin, Ireland

Department National Executive Committeeman - William "Bill" Marshall, Omar Bradley Pat #42, Schweinfurt,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Umland, Stuttgart Post #6Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adjutant - James Settle, Omar Bradley Post #42chweinfurt, Germany
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The 2010&
All in One Family and
Centennial Celebrations

2009 - 2010 National Commander - Clarence E. Hil(FL), National Convention- Louisville, Kentucky
Department Commander - Robert Gray KaiserslauternPost #1, Kaiserslautern,Germany

Department Convention z Kaiserslautem, Germany

Department VCAL - Liam Kane, John F. Kennedy Post #83ublin, Ireland

Department National Executive Committeeman - William "Bill" Marshall, Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt,
Germany

Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Michael Umhand, Stuttgart Post #6 Stuttgart, Germany
Department Adjutant - James Settle, Oar Bradley Post #42 Schweinfurt, Germany(resigned 9 z 2009 for per-
sonal reasons), John D. FlemingKaiserslauternPost #1, Kaiserslautern, Germanyappointed 9 z 2009)

2010 - 2011 National Commander - Jimmie L. FostefAK), National Convention- Milwaukee, Wisonsin
Department Commander - Robert Gray, Kaiserslautern Post #XKaiserlautern, Germany

Department Convention - Bray, Ireland

Department VCAL - John Odom, Riley LenpPitts Post #7, Worms, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Liam Kane, John F. Kennedy Post #83ublin, Ireland
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - John Miller, David Chavez Post #1982nsbach, Germany
Department Adjutant - John D. FlemingKaiserslauternPost #1, Kaiserslautern, Germany

2011 - 2012 National Commander - Fang A. WondNY), National Convention Minneapolis, Minnasota
Department Commander -Joe D. Brown, John Wayne Post ##eilbronn, Germany

Department Conve ntion z Ludwigshafen Germany

Department VCAL - Ronald Moore Rhein Main Post #5Waldorf Hessen, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - Liam Kane, John F. Kennedy Post #83ublin, Ireland
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Jom Miller, David Chavez Post #198 Ansbach, Germany
Department Adjutant - James Settle, Omar Bradley Post #42chweinfurt, Germany

2012 - 2013 National Commander - James E. Kout@dN), National Convention- Indianapolis, Indiana
Department Commander - Ronald Moore, Rhein Main Post #3Naldorf-Hessen, Germanyresigned 3 z 2013 for
personal reasons )

Department Commander - James Settle, Omar Bradley Post #43chweinfurt, Germanyassumed Commander
position 3 7 2013)

Department Convention - Wuestenrot, Gernany

Department VCAL - James Seéke, Omar Bradley Post #42Schweinfurt, Germany(resigned 3 7z 2013 to become
Commander) ,Joe D. Brown, John Wayne Post #79, Heilbronn, Germdelected Vice Commander at Large 3 7
2013)

Department National Executive Committe eman - John Miller, David Chavez Post #1982nsbach, Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - H Ownby,Generals Ward & Chennault & Lt HelsetRost
CPO01 Shanghai Chinddouston, Texas

Department Adjutant - Maxwell Rice John Wayne Post #73eilbronn, Germany
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Robert Fuelling of Paris Post FRO1
was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in Indianapolis, Ind

2013 - 2014 National Commander - Dan Dellinger(VA), National Conventiort Houston, Texas

Departm ent Commander - James Settle, Omar Bradley Post #43chweinfurt, Germany

Department Convention - Wustenrot, Germany

Department VCAL - Joe DBrown, John Wayne Post #73eilbronn, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - John Miller, David Chaez Post #1982 Ansbach, Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committ eeman - H Ownby, China Post #1Houston, Texas

Department Adjutant - Maxwell Rice John Wayne Post #7%eilbronn, Germany

A real American Legion Family

He lives in a part of Ger many where the U.S. military footprint is fading, but Josh Settle, who at age 15 was

elected commander of the SAL Detachment of France last spring, is not the only top -level American Legion

Family officer in his home. His father, J ames, is commander ofthe, ACET 1 6 0 $ADPAOOI AT O 1 £
Germany-born mother, Isolde, is the Department of France Auxiliary president.

National records can neither confirm nor deny that this is the first time in history an American Legion de-
partme nt commander, Auxiliary d epartment president and SAL detachment commander all from the same
family served in those capacities at the same time. It is, at the very least, a rarity.

James Settle joined The American Legion in 1999 after a 21 -year career in the U.S. Army. A former MP,
James served as an American Legion Post Adjutant, Department Adjutant and Vice Commander at -Large
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before his election as Department Commander last June.

As his dad was advancing in the Legion, young Josh was at his side, having joined the SALin ¢ T ¢ 8 O( A_ C
i A O OEA 1T ARAOEI cO OET AA ) xAO OiAlilhoe *1T OE OAEA8 O0)
910 AT180 Z£ZET A OEAO ET ' AOi AT uUu8sd

By the time he was 11 years old, Josh was the SAL detachment chaplain, saying prayers at meetings and
sendingget-x Al 1 AT A OUi PAOEU AAOAO O , ACEIT ZEAIEIEAO8 7EC
1TOA T u AT 61 6ou AT OE 1T &£ OEAIi8 ) xAO OAOGCEO O1 AA DPOIT ¢
The Settles work hard to keep American patriotism alive in ~ Western Europe. They participate in major U.S.

holidays and ceremonies, and at least twice a year the family joins other Legion Family members in com-

memoration activities that honor nearly 11,000 A mericans who are laid to rest, or remembered as missing,

at the Lorraine Cemetery near St. Avold, France, an American Battle Monuments Commission site that has

more U.S. graves than any other World War Il cemetery in Europe.

The Settles agree that member ship growth in Europe is a big challenge when a considerabl e portion of de-
partment and detachment members live in the United States. Those members who live in Europe are often
AOCGEAA OI OADPOAOGAT O AT OE OEA |, ACEI T Al AevérEvle alddys saytdd A A ¢
bring both caps zyour AmericanLe CET 1 AT A 31, AAP O OEi x OEAO xA 00b
O4EA EAU x1 OAO AOA MEATEI U AT A OAAI xT OEho )OI 1 AA OAEA:
, ACETT &AINEINTUB 000D OLKIET ¢ O CAOEAO86
The American Legion Dispatch January 2014
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Under the Canopy
By Jeffrey Stoffer

The American Legion Magazine February, 2014

SEE ATTACHMENDR9

2014 - 2015 National Commander - Mike Helm (NE), National Convention Charlotte,North Carolina
Department Commander - James Settle, OmarrBdley Post #42 Schweinfurt, Germany

Department Convention - Weisshorn, Germany

Department VCAL - Joe DBrown, John Wayne Post #73eilbronn, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - John Miller, David Chavez Post #1982nsbach, Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Liam Kane, John F. Kennedy Post #d3ublin, Ireland
Department Adjutant - Maxwell Rice John Wayne Pas#79, Heilbronn, Germany

Doug Haggan, Rhein Main Post #5 Waldorf -Hessen, Germany, was elected National Vice. Commander at the
American Legion National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina. He is the first Department of France
member to be elected to an American Legion national office .
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2015 - 2016 National Commander - Dale Barnett(GA) National Conention - Baltimore, Maryland

Department Commander - Keith Abernathy, John Wayne Post #7®#eilbronn, Germany

Department Convention - Ludwigshafen, Germany

Department VCAL - Joe DBrown, John Wayne Post #7%Heilbronn, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman - John Miller,David Chavez Post #1982Ansbach, Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - Ronald Mooreg Rhein Main Post #5Waldorf-Hessen, Ger-
many

Department Adjutant - Maxwell Rice, John Wayne Post #73eilbronn, Germany

Alt NEC Liam Kaneresigns his position as Alt NEC and Past Department Commander Ronald Moore was
elected Alt NEC to fill remainder of Liam Kane's term.

*kkk

H Ownby of Generals Ward & Chennault & Lt Helseth Post CPO1
was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in Baltimore, Md.

2016 - 2017 National Commander - Charlie Schmidt (OR), National Conventiop Cincinnati, Ohio

Department Commander - John Shanahan Jr., Pridg Erin Post #1, Dublin, Ireland

Department Convention - Houffalize,Belgium

Department VCAL - Joseph "Joe" Schram, Flanders Field Post, #kanders Field, Belgium

Department National Executive Committeeman - Nola Maloney, Rhein Neckar Post #Bleidelberg, Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - James Setd, Omar Bradley Post #425chweinfurt, Germa-
ny

Department Adjutant - Maxwell Rice John Wayne Post #73eilbronn, Germany

2017-2018 National Commander - Denise Rohan(WI), National Conventionz Reng Nevada

Department Commander - James DennisAudie Murphy Post #30 Wurzburg, Germany

Department Commander Emeritus - Gary Miller, Stuttgart Post #6, Stuttgart, Germany

Department Convention - Ludwigshafen, Germany

Department VCAL - Joe DBrown, John Wayne Post #73Heilbronn, Germany

Department National Exec utive Committeeman - Nola Maloney, Rhein Neckar Post #8leidelberg, Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman - James Settle, Omar Bradley Post #43chweinfurt, Germa-
ny

Department Adjutant - Maxwell Rice, John Wayne Post #7Bleilbronn, Germany

Department Adjutant Emeritus z21 AAOO O" 1 A6 & OAPalisEFra@de 0AOEO 01 OO np
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January 2017 The American Legion, Department of France is the first Department to str ike and issue a
commemorative centennial challenge coin.

*kkkk

At the 2nd Department of France, Executive Committee Meeting in October 2017, at Geilenkirchen, Germa-
ny, Gary Miller was elected Past Department Commander Emeritus with voice and vote. This honor was
bestowed on Legionnaire Miller for his 19 years of service to the Department of France in the position of
Department Finance Officer. This is the first time in  the Department of France history that this honor ha s
ever been render ed.

*kkkk

On November 1, 2017, the Department of France became only the second Departmen t behind the Depart-
ment of Ohio to be enrolled into the Direct Membership Transmittal Program.

The Department of Ohio was the test Department for e -check transmittal stateside, and the Department of
France as a testDepartment for both e -checks, and credit cards overseas. The Direct Transmittal Pro gram
allows a Post to transmit membership directto  The American Legion N ational Headquarters .

*kkkk

At the 3rd Department of France Executive Committee Meeting on March 17, 2018, at Ansbach, Germany,

21 AAOCIOA® &OATTET C xAO Al AAOCAA $ADPAOCOI AT O T £ &OAT AA 1 2
partment of France Permanent Department Secretary to the National Convention as long as his health

permits. This honor was bestowed on Legionnaire Fuell ing for his 20 years of service to the Department of

France in the position of Department Assistant Adjutant. This is the first time in the Department of France

history that this honor has ever been rendered.

Also at the 31 Department of France Executive Committe e Meeting on March 17, 2018, at Ansbach, Germa-
ny,21 AAOO O" 1 Ad awafdAd alDéphrithent ok Edance Life Membership.
*kkk*k
' {f ACOEAAT , ACET 1680 & O01 AAGETT 1T &£ OAOOE
Denise H. Rohan National Commander
During my travels to The American Legion Departmen t of France in early June, | had the opportunity to
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provide an Operation Comfort Warriors (OCW) grant of $20,000 to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in
Germany. | presented this grant alongside Sons of The American Legion National Commander Danny Sm ith,
Auxiliary National President Diane Duscheck and Department of France leadership. It truly was a gift from

our Legion Family.

The American Legion Dispatch July 2018

2018-2019 National Commander z Brett Reistad (VA, National Convention- Minneapolis, Minnasota
Department Commander - James Dennis, Audie Murphy Post #3Wurzburg, Germany

Department Convention - Wustenrot, Germany

Department VCAL - Joe D. Brown, John Wayreost #79, Heilbronn, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman z James 8ttle, Omar Bradley Post #42 Schweinfurt, Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman 7 Hans StockenbergeriGenerals Ward & Chennault & Lt
Helseth Post CPOBhanghai ChinaHenderson,Nev.

Department Adjutant - Maxwell Rice, John Wayne Post #7Bleilbronn, Germany(resigned Sept. 16,2018)
Department Adjutant z Hans StockenbergerGenerals Ward & Chennault & Lt Helseth Post CR&hanghai Chi-
na/Henderson, NV, (appointed Sept. 16,2018)
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15 z17 March 2019 a group of American Legion representati ves from various Posts in Europe and the
United States were present in Paris to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the American Legion.
SEE ATTACHMENTBO

2019-2020 National Commander z Bill Oxford (NO), National Convention- Indianapolis, Indiana

Departme nt Commander z Jmmie Dale, Riley Leroy Pitts Post#7, WiesbadenGermany

Department Convention - Eitorf, Germany

Department VCAL - Joe D. Brown, John Wayne Post ##3eilbronn, Germany

Department National Executive Committeeman z James Settle, Omar BradjePost #42 Schweinfurt, Germany
Department Alt National Executive Committeeman z Hans Stockenberger, Generals Wai&i Chennault & Lt
Helseth Post CP0O1 Shanghai Chirtdénderson,Nev.

Department Adjutant - Maxwell Rice, John Wayne Post #7Bleilbronn, Germany
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James Settle of Omar Bradly Post GR42

was elected President of FODPAL at the
Annual FODPAL Breakfast in Indianapolis, IN.

*kkkk

On August 26th, 2019 at the Annual FODPAL Breakfast after 25 yers of service Doug Haggan, Rhein Main
Post #5, Waldorf Germany, retires as FODPAL Secretary.

SAMERICANSLEGION

{5=1/EMARS 1919

P - - -
1919 Caucus Plague was
Refurbished November 2019

Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic that is sweeping the globe, the National CT | I AT A Au@e52020 trip to
Europe has cancelled.

Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic that is sweeping the globe, the 4t DEC which was to be hosted by David
Chavez Post GR 1982, Ansbach, Germany was cancelled.
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Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic that is sweeping the globe, Department of France Commander Jimmie
Dale issues the following announcem ent.

SEE ATTACHMENB1

Award s presented to The Department of France

SEE ATTACHMENB2

Active Posts in The Department of France

SEE ATTACHMENB3

Cancelled Posts Charters in The Department of France
SEE ATTACHMENB4

0AOO $APAOOI AT O #1111 AT AAROBO
SEE ATARCHMENT35

Past Department National Executive Committeemen
SEE ATTACHMENT 8

PastDADAOOI AT O ' AEOOAT 660

SEE ATTACHMENT 3

Past National Vice Commander
SEE ATTACHMENT 8

2018 History Booklet Preface
SEE ATTACHMENT 8

2019 History Booklet Preface
SEE ATTACHMENT40

All of the information contained in this booklet is correct, according to various records we have checked,
and the research that we conducted.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE LEGION
Many Thanks to the following Legionnaires for their hard  work.

James Zlick, (Deceased) Paris Post #1 Paris, France
Past NE@an 1970 - 1974
Department of France

Merwyn M. Beavers (Deceased) Rhein Main Post #5Waldorf-Hessen, Germany
PastNECman 1988 1992 & 1994 - 2004
Department of France

Doug Haggan, Rhein MaiRost #5, Waldorf-Hessen, Germany
Past National Vice Commander 20142015
Department of France

James Settle, Omar Bradley Post #43chweinfurt, Germany

Alt NEGnan 2017
Department of France
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In Closing

That is it for the Centennial Edition of The American Legion, Department of France History Book-
let. I hope you enjoy it as much as | enjoye d do the research to put it together. | took on this pro-
ject 6 years ago as | was doing research project on another subject; it started out as 7 pages, now it
is up the almost 200 pages.

| have been a member of this Department for 45 of its 100 years, and | learned an awful about The
Department of France the ups the downs, the defeats and the victories. It was really neat doing i
this. Maybe 20 years fromnowsoi AT T A xElI1 BPEAE OEEO Ob AT A OAU O
AEA $ADPAOOI AT O 1T £ &OAT ARG S8
This wil | be the last edition, | have taken this project as faras Ithin k) AAT h 11 x EO080O C
one younger to continue this project , find new material, write  more history, and to take it into the
next Century of The Department of France.

REMEMBER THOSEVHO FAIL TO STUDY HISTORY ARE DOOMED TO REPEAT IT.

Enjoy and Thank You
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ATTACHMENT 1

MADISON AND DEARHORN ST® | %P @I]ifagﬁ @ribm PARIS EDITION

420, Rue -
CHICAGO THe WoORLD'S GREATEST NEWSPAPER il

PARIS EDITION © TéL. LouvRe 04-26

September 30, 1919

Ur. Henry D. Lindsley,
Chairman Executive Committaee,
The American Leglen, Hew York.

Iy dear sir,--

Se far 28 I have been able to discever there is ns ergenizatien
whatever in France ef the American Leglen.

It seems te me 2 rather extraerdinsry circumstance that here
where the Legien was bern there i mnet 2 trace ef it. Others have been struck
by the fact. A48 an editer I get an appreciable mumber of letters frem ex-
seldiers asking where te address the Legien. And I knew persenally several
men vhe are wendering vhy we have ne pest er camp here in Faris.

Hudsen Hawley, whe was ene ef the sustaining spirits ef "The
Stars :nd Stripes” talked with me several days age abeut taking actien te
get a pest hers. When he gets back frem a trip inte Central Eurepe we
purpese issuing a call , using The Tribums's capacity fer reaching men,
for = meeting ef seme sort te see vwhat can be dene. I understani there
are net less tham 7,000 fermer seldiers in France, ef whem 2 censideryble
pertien ure in Paris.

Unless seme ether suitable step teward ferming an erganizatien
has been talken please give us yeur assistance. Please send us 211 available
literature &s we knew relatively little ef the development ef the Leglen
gince it transferred frem France te the States. Tell us hew te erganize.
Me'11 de the rest. Of ceurse Hawley and I enly want te get seme thing
started. e'll be quite willing te find elder und wiser heads te put at
the head ef thirgs. Hawley was a private with the 26th Divisien, then"the
Stars and Stripes." I was lieutenant in the press sectien ef intelligence
and did mest ef my service helping take care ef the cerrespendemts at the
frent.
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NHEETING
of the
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
of the
AMERICAN LEGION

Monday Afternoon
Pporuary Tth 1921,
at
Hotel Washington
Washington, D.C.

THE CHAIRMAN : Mr, Pennell will present the suttdr of
the regulationn and muthority for chartering Legion l_)opnrhcnto
entablished in foreign wountriecn., We have cuch provision and
wo have a number of Departmenta,

MR. FENNEL OF CONKECTICUT : I wish to present the
following resolution 3 :

(Reading)

"WHEREAS, Considerable progress has been made in the
formation of Poots of the Americun Legion Iin geveral forelign
countrlies and

"WHEREAS, Bection 1, Article 3 of the Constitution
of The American Legion providev that the National Executive Com—
mittee may establinh departments of The American Leglon in foreign
countriea

"NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Departments of
The American Legion be and they hereby are established ax fol-
lowo 1@ ' A

Department of Mexioco

Department of Panama

Departnent of Prillipino Islands
Dgpurtment of Argentine Republic
Depurtment of British Isles
Department of Canada

Departaent of Prance
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the limite of such departmsentsa to coinoide with the politionl
boundries of such countries,. The Headgquarters of the Departments
thus established shall be looated at such citiocs waAthin the deo-
paytments as thoy themoelves may designate, and

"PROVIDED, That an a condiiion precedent to the recog-
nition of any department in any forelign country, there ashall
e two or more regularly chartored Poste of The Averican Legion
in exiotence and that thore shall have been hold a departmont
convention to which all members of The American lLegion or those
eligible therefore, recident in such forelgn country, chall have
boen invited to be precent either in person or Ly reproventative."

THE QHAIRMAN 3 Do you move the adoption of that res-
olution 7

Mr. PEINELL ¢ I msove the adoption of that remsolution,

Mr. VWALMSLEY. OF LOUIGIANA 13 1 second that motion.

Nr., MILLER OF DELAWARE 3 May I sok the gentleman a
question 7 Ie any provision made in there for Lthe delegation to
the Annual Convention or the Exeoutive Comsitteemen from thoeone
various Departments 7

Mr. PEINELL : The Departsent itoalf would oo zule an
4o how that should be handled. I assume it would be the same
an now.

THE CHAIRMAN 3 They are entitled %o reprocsentation on
the National Executive Committes if they are chartered.

Mr, WITHINGTON OF HAWAII : Let me say that there io

o legal gquestion involved from the Panama Dupactsent, ae So wiy
1% should Ve vonaidered a Poreoign Department, or wouls 1t bha

wise to pmt that 1n the clase with the Phlillippine lelando, Alao-
ka mod lawail 7

M., FEREELL * 1 should say 1t would Le expedient to
have 1t as Pannmn.
Fr. DoVEILL OF PANAMA @ ¥We have Two posts forwed, but

we are in oossunioation aleo with come «ligible men at a poins
oome feow miles from the Ganal Zone in Faises prupesr where they
are working for Lthe United Pruilt OQompany. The Canal Zone is
Junt o strip of land going through the Repubdlic of Puouusm and we
bave alev s gueesillon about Costa Rioa. The United Fruit Company
have some holdings there and thare are Amerdioans working for the
company thure. We ware going %0 rofer that to the national
body.

THE CHALIRMAN 3 It seoems to me that the PFPanama Lone
and Fanama are (wo entirely different ploaces and that the De-
partment of FPanama should be Known as the Puosss Bone and A8
You are going %0 esotabliech one Ain Panama At shoulad be aniled
Panama and 1f one in Costu Blos 1% should be oalled Coota Mioco.

Mre. DoV SI1L ¢ T% would be impossibdble to have o Ao
Ppartmest of Panana and o soparate Dopartment of the Canal Zone,
beoocuuns thay would straddle us acd WUele wre NDOo% enough men
eligible for The legion in Punama to warrant aven having a poss
theare. The men whoe live in Panass and are eligible for The
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Iogion bolong to o Logion post in the Canal Zono.

IHME CHAXIoWN : Hoxwe 28 tle provispion of the Cors titu-~
tiaons Axrticle IXX, Sectiom 1.

(Roading ) .

"ohe Americoan Loglion shall bheo oarganisod in Dopartmonts
and thone in twn in Poata. Thore shall be o Departmont in
oaoch Stato, in the Distrxiot of Coluihia, and in oach Torritory
of the United Otates. The latiomml Ixooutive Coamdttoo may oa-
tablioh additional Dopartmonts in Terrxitorial PFossossions of tho
Unitod Otatos and in foroign countrios."

That 48 tho ploasizo of the Coomittoo an the original
mot fony

M., PHILLIVG OF HONT CAROLINAG ¢ lMay I dnguiroe of tho
gontloman Orom Commootiout why he includos thoe Argontinoe Ropul-
140 athor thonm Cuba o Drasily

M. PINIMNELL: Thore 10 o poot dowm thoro.

TN QHATIMAY ¢ Thoy have already ostablishod pooto.

M. PHIILLIVM X 4aldn't Imow that, X am glad to hoox
it.

M. SHAPPFIELD OF REGME DLAND: Ir. Coammandox, X'a
Ao to aclkk Just how many monbors of Thoe Iogion bolong and ocomo
from those forolgn countries? It otrilos mo that Lf you had
oix poots you would have tlooo latiomal Cosaittoomon om this
Coamittoo and the reooult would Ho tint thoy would hamveo as maoh
wolght 4in the Camittoo as the Committoomon fMrom Ponnoaylvania,

Massacohanotta and Now Yol ond X would 1dke to find out whothox
it 4o worth while, vhethor thore are suffioclont lLogion monbhors
An those vardous oounmtarios to form soparate dopax-tronteo and
Give thom tihamt ropsosontation.

Mit. VITHXINOTON OF IATAXIX: i, Commmndox, thia mattox-
vas thoroughly Slowshod out by thoe Claveoland Convention and tho
ghtes of thwe omalleor Dopartionts wore thorouwghly protoctod. x
dom't thidnis It Lo within the mghte of thoe Cammdttoo to disouwas
that. Yo are in ouy Dopartmont a Comastitutional Dopartmont .
"The gontlioman ia fSrom Ghe State of Ihode Xoland and ho 1o harde
Ay 4n ponition %o spoal: about Lhe disparity of simeo and pooplo
of tho two statos. liis two somtore have Lthe somo »ight as the
sonatorns Oeom low Yoark. SComsono onoo oald when Dopow waes Deoen
Mow Yoris end Vowlands sas OScom Novada 2t wasn't the gquoation of
thwe sio of tho population Dut the rosult on thwe fNloocar. x
thinlc, hovaover, 1t might He well to oall attentlion to thoe faot
thnt at least two Dopartmonts outaide thoe Continont had at thoe
Anst convontion moro moniors than ane or twe Dtate Dopartmonto .

IO CGIATIT VAN » It 1o vory difficoult to toldl I, he -
fliold how ey moniboras thoy have but theoy are coxrtalinly oligibvlo
for moerhoxrahip An The Jsmexrifiocan Laglion and that 1o about tho
only tie thoy have botvoon tholiy mothox coumtyxry andd the placo
they l1iveo in. And porsommlily, I am strongly of the opinfion thnt
thoy should ve grentod all the rights and privilogos in tho tiosn
that thoy wvant o DO boun €0 un 4n and that we want to haveo
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ghon in with.

MR, VICCER OF VIRGINIA: I, Commnder, it scors to mo
that wo are possibly mabting e mistalo 4f wo are going to create
those Dopartments ap thio resolution would call for. I roalize
that a smmll gtate mwt have the same right as the largor states
in a mattor of this lkind but we want to oconsideor the votes in
tho llatiomn) Convention and I would 1ike to ask whother ve could
”u.u-onmmsunmammmnm
pame time provide tiat thoy would have a smaller mumber of votes
than a Dopartment in tho liational Convention and invite them
W in somo vay so that the South Amorican or Contral Amorican
oountyrdon would be entitled to ome vote here. I think we would
malke a miotale Af wo can't do that.

THE CHAXIIDAN: The quoation is as to whother ar not
you can take away cortain represontation which thoy are ontitled
to wndor the Comptitution and give them a smaller represontas=
tion: The Judge Advoonte says the enly way to do 18 to amend
the Corptitution.

Is thore any Nuthor discuseiont

«esTho motion 4o carried...
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ATTACHMENT 2

THIRD NATIONAL CONVENTION
THE AMERICAN LEGION

1921 National Convention
Kansas City, Missouril

October 3lst
November 1lst & 2nd
1921

The following resolution was adopted: Reslution #5

‘WHEREAS, during the last two years since the forma-
tion of The American Legion, Posts have been established
in Europe more rapidly than could have been foresmeenj and

~WHEREAS, owing to circumstances geographical and
otherwise, the Department of France has become the natural
Tallying point and center for those Posts; and

WHEREAS, in a great majority of cases there is but
one American Legion post in each of the respective countries,
such as, for instance, Belgium, Poland and France; therefore
be it

RESOLVED, that it is to the best interests of The
American Legion as a whole and its outpots upon the conti-
nent of Europe, that under existing conditions for some years
to come, these posts be assembled under the direction of the
present Department of France, under the title of "Depart-
ment of Continental Europe", that said posts be so notified
and said department so chartered.

Mr., SMITH (London) t This does not include the
British Isles.

ees The resolution was adopted...
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ATTACHMENT 3
A Perpetual Tribute to the Dead

The American Legion has pledged eternal memory to more than thirtivo thousand comradesin-arms, fellow-
veterans of the World War whose bodies will rest forever in the soilfdurope. It is a duty of honor the duty of see-
ing that thirty two thousand graves le held forever as sacred American ground. It is an obligatiohdt cannot be
measured in yeardt extends on into time that can only be measured by the life of the republic

The Legion cannot live forever. Even as the Grand Army is dwindling today, the Legion will dwindle someday. Even
as younger hands today are decorating the graves of the Grand Army's comrades and of Confederate veterans, so
younger hands will decorategraves of the Legion's comrades and of Legionnaires sod®ay. Perhaps it was with

the history of the Civil War veterans in mind that the National Executive Committee of The American Legion has
authorized that a fund of $100,000 be raised as a permanent enslaent from which to insure that on one day of
each year, for all time, the grave of everymerican World War | veteran in Europe shall be decorat. This fund,

with a like sum already available from private contibutions, will suffice; it will make certainbeyond the lives of

the men who raise or give the money that on Memorial Day, May 30th, of every year the Legion will pay its tribute
of memory.

The Legion voluntarily assumed the responsibility of decorating the graves overseas almost at the time ofaitth.
Three years ago Paris Post and other posts of what is now the Department of Continental Europe undertook, with
the aid of Legionnaires back home, to carry out in Europe the full spirit of Memorial Day. Every American veteran's
grave in Europe was dcorated that year, and the year after, and last year, too. But the money was just sufficient to
meet the needs of the year. It is true that a million francs was raised through the activity of Paris Post, and that the
million francs was administered as afnd (Ambassador Myron T. Herrick, representing the United States at Paris,
is honorary chairman of the fund), but it is also true that the income from a million francs (the principal represent-
ing the equivalent of only $66,000 at present exchange rates)less than half enough to meet the needs of each
year's duty. Last year the Legion was called on to raise $35,000. This year, however, the Legion has decided to raise
no less than A Perpetual Tribute to the Dead $100,000 to obviate slar annual calls inthe future to endow each
grave in perpetuity.

There are not quite 32,100 graves of American veterans in Europe. It is for the members of The American Legion
and of The American Legion Auxiliary to raise the money to insure the annual tribute which the Naal Executive
Committee has pledged. Two francs fifty centimes will decorate one grave once a year. The income from a million
francs will decorate about fifteen thousand graves once a year forever. One hundred thousand dollars has been
promised by the executive committee, which is composed of representatives from every State, who were unani-
mous in pledging the Legion's word to raise the fund, so every Legion department has in effect been pledged. The
sum asked actually amounts to slightly less than fifteecents for each member of the Legion and of the Auxiliary. It
must be raised. The Legion fapromised to raise it.

How shall it be raised? The National Executive Committee did not say. That is left to posts and units deplart-
ments. Whether posts will mise their share by local drives, by individual contributions or by public solicitation de-
pends on local conditions. No attempt was mad® specify any of these thing®nly that the Legion's Members of

The American Legion decorating the graves of dead coattes- in - arms at Belleau Wood Cemetery, France, Me-
morial Day, 1921. The Legion v. o w plans to raise $100,000 as a permanent fund to insure that the grave of every
American World War veteran in Europe shall be decorated on every future Memorial Dagnor was pledged, and
the Legion's pride pledged, that the sum required should be raised before May 30th. Moreover, the Legion is
pledged that thefund will be carefully guarded.

The National Treasurer of The American Legion at Indianapolis, Indiana, will blee immediate recipient of contri-
butions.

The American Legion Weekly will acknowledge all contributions of one doltar more from whatever source.

The fund need not be raised exclusively within the ranks of the Legion or its Auxiliary. In every citgnapaigns for
such unselfish purposes arouse spontaneous enthusiasm among all classes of citizens. The Legion's position is ab-
solutely unselfish; its campaign cannot but reflect credit on the organization; your post's campaign cannot but re-
flect credit on your post. The graves will always remain in France. Today only a million francs is available to con
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tinue the American Memorial Day decoration custom overseas. Ably administered though it may be, it is not half
big enough; it cannot grow big enough ot$ own accord. It can only grow by contribution, by what is given in ex-
cess of the principal. The interest must be used each year, for on May 30th of each year a representative of the Le-
gion must alwaysplace a wreath over each grave.

The United States Geernment maintains the graves, keeps them in splendid appearance. But the United States
cannot annually pay the little direct, personal tribute of memory to which each grave is atied. That tribute is the
duty the selfimposed duty of The American Legion

Here is where the graves of American veterans in Europe are located: France and Belgium, 31,400; England, 488;
Scotlend, 140; Ireland, 40; Spain, 1.

And The American Legion purposes that the orgrave in Spain, no less than the 31,400 graves in Fransball have
its annual tribute the wreath representing undying comradeship from brothersin-arms, and undying respect and
memory from the entire country. The time is short, the task is great, but the Legion intends see it through.

The American Lesiorhas pledged itself to raise at least $100,000 before May 30th of this year. This money will in-
sure that the grave of every American World War veteran overseas will be decorated on every Memorial Day of the
future. The time is short. Contribute as much asoy can as soon as you can. Personal as well as post donations are
solicited. Every contribution of one dollar or more to the fund will be acknowledged in the American Legion Week-

ly. Send contributions to Graves Endowment Fund, National Treasurer, The Antam Legion, Indianapolis, Ind.
THE AMERICAN LEGION WEEKLY MARCH 9, 1923

Graves Endowment Fund

The vision of thirty -two thousand American graves in Europe is before the eleven thousand posts of The American
Legion. Thirty-two thousand grave® more than a ful-strength division of our dead abroad! What shall bur

thought of them be on Memorial Day this ya and in years to come? Threguarters of a million Legionnaires are
giving the answer. The people of the whole United States will join in that answer. Thatswer is: This year we are
going to provide a Graves Endowment Fund which shall insure that oney Memorial Day, for all time to come,
flowers and wreaths shall be placed on every American grave abroad in the name of The American Legion and the
Americanpeople. Thus, in 1973 as in 1923, our honor, our respect and our remembrance will be accorded our
comrades who sleep on foreign soil, and as we march to our own cemeteries in our cities and towns here at home,
it will be a satisfaction to us to know thathousands of miles away our duty is being equally well performed.

The Posts of The American Legin are responding rapidly to the appeal for perpetual honor to our dead abroad.
Scarcely had word gone forth of the Legion's effort to raise more than $100@@or the Graves Endowment Fund
than responses began to arrive at the office of the National Traa®r of The American Legion. Telegrams pledging
contributions, letters with checks, forecast an overwhelming expression of America's heart and seufive years
after the war, our dead thrill our emotions and memory. Posts everywhere are pledging quotas whitdicate

their contributions are based on a feeling of proud privilege.

Wyandotte Post of Kansas City, Kansas, expresses heartfelt sentiments in forwagdits initial contribution. Post
Adjutant James K. Cubbison, Jr., writes:

"Actions speak louderthan words money speaks louder than actionplease find enclosed check for $100."

From Phoenix, Arizona, Frank Luke, Jr., Post testifies to its regard fbetdead overseas in the telegram shown
herewith.

These are typical responses by posts which toaarly action in the Graves Endowment Fund campaign. Learning of
the Legion's national effort, they took immediate steps to help. In all parts of the countother posts have taken
similar steps. In Fargo, North Dakota, where Gilbert C. Grafton Post has@mbership of 800, the sum of $93 was
contributed by 75 members whoattended the meeting at which the Graves Endowment Fund was discussed. A
committee was apminted to meet with the Auxiliary Unit and to get in touch with all members.

Thomas Dismuke Posbf Houston, Texas, which has long had a fine record for success in its service activities, on
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learning of the Graves Endowment Fund wrote immediately tit it would not wait until the next regular post meet-
ing two weeks later but would act through itsexecutive committee at once. "We assure you of our-operation as
far as our means will permit,” said A. W. Larkin, post adjutant.

Charles A. Learned Posif Detroit is also living up to its reputation for activity above and beyond the call of duty

wit hin the Legion. At the first post meeting held after learning of the Graves Endowment Fund it appointed a com-
mittee which will raise the post's contribution. It will accept donations from the general public, recognizing that

the decoration of our graves aboad is the duty of the American people as well as of The American Legion.

Once more it should be emphasized that The American Legion in raising a perman@mntaives Endowment Fund to
obviate the necessity of making yearly appeals for contributions is acij as the trustee of the whole American

people. American Legion posts accept as a privilege and duty the task of calling on the citizens of their communities
to share in this effort. Every American who was grateful and proud when almost five million men abdoned the
business of earning a livelihood to fight in their country's defense should now be proud to give a testimonial of that
gratitude and pride. We maytherefore justly expect that a country united in wartime will be a unit once more in
paying perpeual respect and honor to those who made the great sacrifice for us all.

To insure that the full amount needed will be raise$100,000 at the smallest estirate the full giving capacity of
each community must be drawn upon. Shared by the whole nation, theirden will not be a heavy one. Each com-
munity should be proud to record the evidence that it is doing its share.

All contributions of one dollar or more to the fund will be acknowledged in the columns of the magazine. Contribu-
tions should beforwarded to the Graves Endowment Fund, National Treasurer of The American Legion, Indianapo-
lis, Ind. The fund will remain in the national treasury of The American Legn subject to expenditure only for the
purpose of decorating the graves of American solers overseas on Memorial Day. The fund will be invested to

yield an income sufficient for each year's work. The income will furnish the funds needed for this yearlyf@t for

all time to come. A yearly accounting will be prepared under the direction ohé National Treasurer of The Ameri-
can Legion and the Legion's National Finance Committee. The names of all contributors will be preserved in the
official archives of the organization, where for years to come they will be a reminder of the way an Americantyg

has been performed.
THE AMERICAN LEGION WEEKLY MARCH 30, 1923
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ATTACHMENTG6
Julian Thomas Commander Department of France
Give the Opening Address to the Ninth Annual
American Legion National Convention
Paris France Monday, September 19, 1927

Greetings of the Department of France were extended by Julian Thomas, Depamt@ommander, as fol-
lows:

Comrade Commander, Comrade Foch, Comrade Pershing, Coragaand Distinguished Guests of The
American Legion: On behalf of the members of The American Legion living in France, it is my great pleas-
ure to welcome you, comrades, to peacetime France.

When the A. E. F. left for home some years ago, it left behsaine of its members who, for one reason or
another, decided to remain overseas. This group included some of the most active organizers of The
American Legion. It was, thertore, perfectly natural that they organized here in France posts, or, rather
outposts, of that organization, keeping alive in the hearts of the members the principles on which the Le-
gion was founded and which have made it a truly great organization today.

The result is that the Legion members in France are loyal in every sense of the wao the principles

which bind us together and which make us stronger every day. The Americans in France are a really fine
type of loyal citizens and we are proud to counthem among our members. They are not in any sense ex-
patriates.

| have beenasked to say a few words about some of the activities of the Legion in France, and will confine
myself to one or two examples to give you an idea of what we are doing. As with yaithome, our most
important work is our welfare work, which takes most of ou funds and much of our time. It is little short

of marvelous what good the Legion and its Auxiliary in France have done in this line. We have had to face
the situation where hundreds of former soldiers and their families, through sickness, or the losing an

uphill economic battle, or through plain hard luck, have required assistance in some way. The Legion and
Auxiliary in France have done all in their power to be of assistanced comfort to these men and their
families and have succeeded remarkably welHundreds have been returned with their families to the
United States. Food, clothing and money have been furnished. Theomeration of other American organ-
izations, especiallythe American Aid Society, in this good work is deeply appreciated. Great dieis due

the Legion departments in America, particularly the Department of New York, in spite of the fact that they
must be already heavily burdened with local demands for funds.

We are not going to apologize for our rather humble headquarters on the Blevard Lannes, for we feel
that we would rather live in an old Forty and Eight box car than to refuse help to any worthy comrade.
However, at the next convention of the Legion iRaris, we hope to have something more inviting and ele-
gant to show you.

Our color guards keep the flag of our country and the banner of the Legion flying side by side in a land
which is foreign in one sense, but distinctly homdike in another sense. Thegarry the colors at the fu-
nerals of our buddies who have passed beyond, amcvel all over Prance, joining our French comrades
in various ceremonies. We believe they are a great help in encouraging continued good feeling among
veterans of different nationalities here.

Memorial Day is fittingly celebrated in Prance. The Americacolony is joined by French dignitaries and
delegations from all districts in which the six American cemeteries, or the scattered, isolated graves are
located. Flags, wreaths andtber suitable decorations are furnished by the Overseas Memorial Day Asso-
ciation from funds, most of which come from the proceeds of a trust fund established some years ago by
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the national organization of The American Legion. Except in the case ofl&ed graves, which have been
withdrawn from its jurisdiction, the cemeteries are under the efficient care of the American Graves Regis-
tration Service. | need not tell you how well the cemeteries are kept. You will see for yourselves during
your pilgrimages to them.

The Legion takes charge of all ceremonies, the commigtdaandling all details being generally headed by

the Commander of Paris Post. So, those whom the A. E. F. has left temporarily in France, or who have re-
turned to

France, do their utmost tashow in a fitting way their respect for and keep alive the memoriesf the thou-
sands whom the A. E. F. left permanently here.

There are over one hundred isolated graves, scattered all over France. Everyone is visited by a Legion-
naire who reads the Legiorprayer, and joins with the French officials and others present inraappropri-
ate ceremony. | wish every family in America could know of the sympathetic respect shown for our dead
by the French people. | wish that they could see the services in the cemeésil wish that they could see
groups of little children, ploddingthrough mud and rain with bouquets of flowers to place upon some iso-
lated grave, perhaps in some field long from the roadway. There are cases where delegatiohErench
children go each wek with flowers and place them on the graves of our comrades. Ifétfamilies of these
dead could see the care that is taken and the respect that is shown, they would not only feel the comfort
that follows naturally, but would also feel that by leaving the dead in the soil on which they fell they are
contributing mighti ly toward international peace and good will.

We are glad to be able to pay tribute to the American organizations in France which have worked so faith-
fully with the Legion here and withoutwhich we could have done nothing. The American Embassy and
Consulake Generale and the consuls throughout the country have always given us their whdlearted
support and guidance. We regret that through illness our ambassador is unable to be present with at

this convention, for we know his enthusiasm for this conventio in Paris. | am sure that | express the feel-
ings of all present when. | say that we hope God will spare him for many more years in the service of our
government among the people he lovesoswell. The American Aid Society, the American Hospital, the
Overseas Memorial Day Association, American Chamber of Commerce, the various fraternal organiza-
tions, the various churches and religious organizations, and, in fact, every American organizatian i
France, have shown the most laudable spirit of eoperation. Thismakes our work a pleasure.

| wish to express to you and to the representatives of the French government present our deep apprecia-
tion of their co-operation, for the many kind things theyhave done for the Legion in France. We have
asked many favorspoth for the membership collectively and for individuals. We have always been re-
ceived with the proverbial French courtesy, and wherever possible our wishes have been complied with.

It is a long story, the story of the last ten years, and the many changes whihave taken place since the
days of war. We have watched with sympathetic interest the struggles of those dark days succeeding the
war and have had the opportunity of discussing interna&ffairs with Frenchmen and securing their opin-
ions on local and inernational matters, as well as seeing their industry and frugality in everyday life. We
have had the pleasure of seeing the miracle performed in the last few months in French finance and in-
dustry, through the honesty and farsighted statesmanship of PremiePoincare and his associates in the
French Government. The land of Joffre and Foch can well be proud of this man who has received every
honor that his government could bestow upon him, bytinstead of seeking a weltleserved rest, respond-
ed to the call fa more effort purely from a spirit of patriotic service to his country.

| trust you will not think me presumptuous in saying what | am to say, but | believe that we, who have
been more orless in constant touch with the average Frenchman for a number oégrs, are able to inter-
pret to you their real feelings, and | want to assure you that there is only one sentiment, one thought for
us among real patriotic French people, and that sentimeiig one of sincere welcome. A hammer on an old
empty boiler makes aot of noise, but no soldier will be misled by the rumpus.
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We trust that you and your families will have a most enjoyable and profitable time in France. We have a
kindly thought for those who were unable to be present with us here and express the hogwat this Paris
convention will be made a decennial event, and that we will convene here periodically in the land of our
birth as an organization, as long as there are any of us left to came, so that we may enjoy from time to
time together the elevatinginfluence of the common emotions of our brotherhood in arms.

| assure you, Comrade Commander, that we are proud to be members of The American Legion, and we
hope that we will always act ina way which will bring honor and credit upon that organization.

Legion in France Thanked Resolution

Whereas, Ten years ago the American Army was being organized to war against the common enemy in
France; and

Whereas, The veterans of that Army are assebiled in France in commemoration of the victory they
shared with their glorious allies; and

Whereas, Their brothers in arms welcomed them as brothers in peace in a manner that has inspired an
even greater admiration forthe people of France; now, thereforgbe it

Resolved, That The American Legion in ninth annual convention in Paris takes this means of expressing
its gratitude to the Government of France and the various government officials for the thorough prepara-
tions which have made the sacred pilgrimag of the Second A. E. F. so inspiring and memorable that The
American Legion reaffirms its high regard for the people of France and our comrades, the veterans of
France, and conveys to them its heartfelt appreciation dfieir hospitality, friendship and co-operation;

that it is the sincere belief of The American Legion that this convention has forged another link in the ev-
er-increasing chain binding together these two great republicAnd be it finally

Resolved, By TheAmerican Legion, in National Conventin assembled, that we express our sincere and
heartfelt thanks to the officers and members of the Department of France and Paris Post No. 1 and their
Auxiliary for the untiring efforts in making the Ninth Annual Convenion such an outstanding and memo-
rable success.
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ATTACHMENTY7
Paris Pilgrimage of 1927: ® A0 OO0 OAlI OO6A OEI OA xEI EAOA Al i A OI

AEAU AAI T AA EO OEA O3AATTA ! %&806 -1 OA famliesimadgarh mm
journey lasting between 23 and 2tays, depending on which of seven different U.S. ports were used, to
0AOEOh &OAT AAh AEOU T &£ OEA 1T OCAT EUAOET 160 A& O1 AE
The Second AEF Paris Pilgrimagdso served as the ® American Legion NationalConvention, which had

01 AA OAOCEZEAA ET . Ax 91 OE OEA A&A111TxETC 1110E O
ter. American Legion business was indeed conducted in Paris, at the famous Bdero Palace, Sept. 19

23, including resolutionson universal military training, increasing the serviceofficer corps, urging cities

and towns to establish municipal airports and calling for roadway improvements as automobiles began
teeming across the landcape. The American Legion Department of Califammwon the award for most

miles traveled to convention. American Legion bands and drum corps competed.

Gen. John Pershing, commander of the American Expeditionary Forces during the war, addressed his fel-
low Legionnaires in the opening session of the convéon. While there, he explained to the French that

OAT 1 O0I U cOl xO O EAOA A DPAOOI T Alza pdsonAli§y confoded Bfl A O
body, brain and soul. Of these, the immortal part ihe soul, and fortunately the soul of the AEF Isa
DAOOAA ET O 4EA 11 AOEAAT , ACEI 186

Pershing was joined at the convention by Marshal Ferdinand Foch, commander of the allied armies dur-

ing World War I. As Legionnaires were warmly welcomed in Paris and thélleges where they had fought

a decade earlier, Bch told them:O - tlear comrades, no other country will understand you better than
&OAT AA8 )1 OEA AAUO T &£ AT COEOEh O0AOOEEIT C AAI A TA
EAOAAS ! 1 A Frénceldlesses her wolidds, The American LegioAd) Oh  O0&1T O PAAAA
CAOEAO AT A £ OxAOA88 7ET EO OEA &OAT AEI AT xET xI
American Legion Publicity Director Marquis James, a future twtime Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer,
politeness and conventional hokum. Two nations met faet-face and discovered that old ties were

O0O0iI T CAO OOEI T OEAT AE oimdnQ@rokhd ok FrédnéeAitd Aldrida @tParid wa8 4 E
thA AT 11117 CcOIOTA T &£ EOI ATEOU AT A OEIi PI A OEOOOAOS8
The convention was just one big stop in a muktountry tour led by National Commander Howard P. Sav-

age that autumn. Hundreds of Legionnaires joined him in fa¢ial visits to Italy, Belgium, Switzerland and
Great Britain Sept. 24 Oct. 11, following the convention. In those countries, grateful Europeans conduct-

ed ceremonies, gave tours, took photos and showed the veterans what had become of their old battle-
grounds after the war.

Groups from the convention &nned out across France to revisit places like Chateau Thierry, Belleau
Wood and Cantigny. Traveling with the Legionnaires were Gold Star Families, who mourned their fallen
loved ones, forever resting amongheir comrades, where they paid the ultimate sagfice.

James and Philip Von Blon wrote in the December 192merican Legion Monthlypf the experience revis-
EOET C OEA 1 AT AGAAPA 1T &£ OEAEO xAO UITAOG8 O#EAMAO
that Americans had forded under machinegun fire. A girl milked cows at dusk behind the rebuilt stone
enclosure of a barnyard that Yanks had stormed and taken, over the bodies of German dead. A French-
man with one arm steered a plow along a slope of MolBEA OAT 1 8 6EI | ACA AAOAO OEI
stones in a blasted desert (have) been rereatedzT Ax AT A OPOOAA AT A AT 1T £O0OEI
4EA ,ACEIT1 AEOAO 1 AOOGAT AA AO Oi x1 O OEAO E&A AAAI]
Bocage, the church ist8l a ruin with the lifeless hands of the towerclock fixed at 13 minutes to 2. One

part only of Belleau Wood bears any relation to the past. This tangle of small growth is the sanctuary of
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vt - AOET A0 xET OA AT AEAO xAOA 1T AOAO A& O1 A85d

The National Convation Parade up the Champs Elysee through the Ade Triomphe, past the French
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, stretched six miles and included more than 30 bands. France had pro-
claimed the American Legion parade day a national holiday. Some 13,000 are bedigv¥o have marched
in it, including veterans of dlied nations. Hundreds of thousands watched.

Or1i1¢c OEAOA OOOAAOO OEA bpi bdOI AGETT 1T &£ EAI A T E O
10 deep against the lines of French infantry that formed stationary guard of honor over the route. They
climbed lamp posts, sat on the tops of taxicabs, filled every window and perched like sparrows on cor-

T EAAO AT A O11 £O86

More than 3,000 attended the conventiolA1 T OET ¢ AAI 1 AO , 8/ PAOAS

A Paris newspaper covering the convention reported on the diversity ofeterans participating z with
particular interest in Native Americans who paraded in full tribal regalia.

O 4 Bpé€ople $ made up of all the races of theorld, andall of them marched past before us, the Spaniards
from Nevada and California. English fronb@necticut and Massachusetts. Czechs from lllinois, French from
Louisiana, Germans from Michigan aMlisconsin. Mexicans from Texas, Sioux Indians and the trappers
from Nebraska.

O4EAOA PAIT PI A AOA UI 01 ¢8 4EAOA xnAndir bard®id teir Bdw b&nE A E
ners. There was youth in their step, in their bearing, in their fad&sthe head of their procession marched
symbolically a little fellow four years old.

O4EAOA PAIT PI A EAOA 1T OAAO8 4 E AwddvemenmsOThdy m@chdd withhidi-1 A
sion, with natural discipline.

O!'TA OEAOA DA viinb & a $alutdtd ouk @uhiryAhAtshey)cdine, and to throw flowers for re-
membrance on the tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

O, A0 60 11 O6A ~ @tts saldte thoselwhol hav® domehOrs so far to salute us. Itis the future
which we watched marchp@Oh OEA E£OOOOA xEEAE AAIT1c¢cO O Uil 60

Above Story Written by

Jeffrey Stoffer

The American Legion

Media & CommunicationDirector
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ATTACHMENTS8

A LATCHSTRING
OUT iz PARIS

B 3y Bernhard f/?czﬂner
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EGIONNAIRES who visited the
graphic pictorial representation
of the World War known as the
Panthéon de la Guerre in Paris in
1919 will be interested to know that
this celebrated exhibit, sponsored by
Pershing Hall, is being shown at the X
Century of Progress Exposition in g~ e |
Chicago and will, of course, continue . S
to be on exhibition throughout the S e |
Legion’s National Convention. Persh- s
ing Hall was founded as a result of
the action of the National Conven-
tion of the Legion in Paris in 1927, e
It is headquarters of Paris Post and
of the Department of France and
maintains open house for all Legion- ™
naires visiting Paris.
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S FAR back as Emerson, American visi-
tors have remarked that Main Street,
after crossing the ocean, runs straight
through Paris. Superficial observers

have mistakenly interpreted this as a eriticism,
but rightly understood, this piquant epigram is
a real compliment. Certainly, the better as-
pects of Main Street (not the literary distortion
or fictional caricature) have come to Paris, and
arc given practical, helpful and significant ex-
pression in Pershing Hall, that Parisian ¢pitome
of what is best in American life.

Set down at 49 Rue Pierre Charron, only two
minutes’ walk from the Champs Elysées, this
memorial to the A. E. F. is 4 vibrant incarna-
tion of Americanism, for it honors the dead by
serving the living. A social center and a war
museum are combined in this tiny but represen
tative fraction of American soil magically (it
seems) transplanted to the beautiful capital of
France. It is a unique fusion of the practical,
artistic and sentimental.

Europe is dotted with splendid American
institutions: Churches, clubs, chambers of com
merce, schools, hospitals, libraries.  All of them,
I am convinced, do a good American job—for
America; but each one by its very nature is
restricted to a specific mission, and so repre-
sents only a segment or two of American en
deavor, Pershing Hall, on the contrary, is all-inclusive and all-
American, embracing the entire circle, Tt comprises all of Ameri-

Notable visitors at Pershing Hall prior to its dedication

on Armistice Day, 1931, In the front row on the bal-

cony, left to right, are Francois Latour, Mayor of Paris;

the late Paul Doumer, then President of the French

Republic; Ambassador Walter E. Edge, and Francis E.
Drake, President of Pershing Hall

tial, and intrinsically worth-while—could be thus assembled,
brought to France, and then be compressed into such a brief

ca’s achievements and aspirations—cultural and patriotic, social
and civic, for nothing that is American is foreign to Pershing
Hall. As a matter of fact, it is the only non-diplomatic and un-
official parcel of United States territory abroad, and vet distinetly
national, which exemplifies our country as a whole,

How so much of America—so much that is typical, consequen

SEPTEMBER, wox3

compass is a marvel which astonishes even the sponsors of
Pershing Hall. How did it come about? Who performed the
miracle?

Some mythical giant from a modern Brobdingnag, it seems, pro-
vided the substantial and picturesque raw materials required;
he found them, doubtless, in an enormous  (Condined on page 45)
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