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THE AMERICAN LEGION

SAMPLE R. DONNELLEY
Once you join, your membership entitles you
to all privileges described on the Statement
of Benefits enclosed. To access information
on these benefits, or for assistance in
dealing with the VA, call toll-free:

1-888-805-6180Customer 
Service Number:

Temporary
Member Number: 000000000
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Place your Branch of Service 
sticker on the Acceptance Certificate 

to receive your FREE gift!
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The American Legion makes every attempt to reach qualified veterans with our offer for membership. Because privacy laws prevent us from being
absolutely certain that you are a qualifying veteran, you may have received this offer in error. If this is the case, please accept our sincere apology.

THE AMERICAN LEGION

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS • P.O. BOX 7017 • INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46207
understand their duty and perform it. 

Only 7% of the entire U.S. population qualify for membership. 

Because when the United States Congress approved our charter in 1919, they were
very strict about limiting our membership to members of the military who served in time
of war. Some of us served overseas and others served stateside but we all served during
a time Congress defined as wartime.

Join us now. Your annual membership – which includes the benefits – is less than a
dime per day.

Your benefits alone make membership in The American Legion an unbelievable value.
But as valuable as these savings, discounts and privileges are, your most important
benefit is knowing that you’re helping preserve America’s security and supporting
programs that benefit your fellow veterans, their widows and orphans. It’s a feeling that
money can’t buy.

We want you as a member. And because much of our influence in Congress comes
from our large number of members, we need you as a member. 

Having you become a member of The American Legion today can only add to our
effectiveness. Yes, we can do the job without you, but we will be much stronger with you. 

Don’t lose your connection with the values, loyalty and dedication that are so
important to the men and women serving in our armed forces.

Complete your Acceptance Certificate, and mail it back with your annual membership
dues today. 

Thanks.

Serving those who served,

Daniel S. Wheeler
National Adjutant

P.S. You’ll find that I’ve enclosed some free address labels as a thank-you for your
military service. To receive your free Welcome Gift, just take the sticker from the
front of my letter and put it on your Acceptance Certificate. Then mail back your
completed Acceptance Certificate with your first year’s membership dues – they’re
less than a dime per day – today. I’ve enclosed a pre-addressed envelope to speed
your reply.

You may have completed your active
duty service years ago, but once again it’s
time to put your military training to use.

From the time you stepped off the bus
at boot camp, the military taught you to
think and act as part of a team. And you
were trained to watch your buddy’s back
and to keep each other safe.

Now, regardless of when you completed
your active service, where you served or what 
branch of service you were in, it’s time to take
advantage of your training.

Here’s why.

According to a study published by the
Pew Research Center and reported by the U.S. 
Department of Defense, the New York Times
and other national news organizations, there
is a growing divide between Americans and 
our military.

Today, 7 out of 10 Americans say they 
don’t understand the sacrifices and burdens
of those who have served in the military.

Why? 

Because during the past decade – the longest
period of sustained conflict in our nation’s history
– less than one-half of 1% (0.04%) of Americans 
have served in our armed forces.

And according to the report, as the military 
shrinks in size there is a growing disconnect between
those who serve in the armed forces and the civilians
who make policy concerning military and veterans affairs.

You can’t expect civilians who have not experienced the sacrifice of military
service to appreciate the difficulty that servicemen and women returning from 
Iraq and Afghanistan have adjusting to life at home. Or the hardships their 

(over, please)

I’ve also added a Blue Star decal for you to display if you have a family member serving on active duty.

Dear Mr. Donnelley,
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families endure during repeated deployments. 

Military housing for families is often second-rate, and low pay forces many military
families to accept food stamps. Equipment and personnel shortages make deployments
too long and too frequent. Post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) often goes untreated
and the stress on returning servicemen and women has reached such a high level that
suicides now outnumber combat deaths. 

Sadly, the line to receive military benefits is long.

Waiting times to see Veterans Affairs (VA) specialists are intolerably long. Veterans
who live in rural parts of the United States must travel hundreds of miles to see a doctor.
And care for female veterans is only now beginning to match that of male veterans. 

Even retired veterans find it tough to get decent medical care and other promised
benefits through the Department of Veteran Affairs. And with planned budget cuts, plus
the aging population of veterans from earlier wars, things can only get worse – unless we
support one another.

Why The American Legion

Today, I’m asking you to support your fellow veterans, the men and women still on
active duty, and their families by becoming a member of The American Legion.

For more than 90 years, the Legion has been the nation’s leading advocate for
proper health care and earned benefits for America's veterans. 

• The American Legion was instrumental in creating the Veterans Administration in 
1930 and was an ardent supporter of its rise to cabinet status when it
became the Department of Veterans Affairs in 1989. 

• The American Legion gave us the GI Bill to help veterans continue their
education, and today we continue to work to improve it.

• We helped create VA loans to help veterans buy a home and The American Legion 
was instrumental in the creation of many of the health care benefits now
offered by the military. And it was The American Legion that won health 
benefits for veterans suffering from Gulf War Illness, Agent Orange sicknesses 
and post traumatic stress.

Today, The American Legion is the nation’s most influential, effective and dependable
advocate of veteran issues … fighting for better active-duty pay ... improved housing for
active-duty families … improvements to the VA’s medical system … plus our ongoing
efforts to help you and your family get the full medical, educational and insurance
benefits you’ve earned.

Last year alone The American Legion:

• Worked with Congress to pass 13 bills that benefit veterans and their families

including legislation that improved GI Bill benefits, caregiver relief, and VA
medical facilities and provided career opportunities for those who served in the
U.S. Armed Forces. In a strong protest over the treatment of our sick and
wounded veterans, The American Legion, in May 2014, called for the resignations
of VA Secretary Eric Shinseki and two other top VA officials. The American Legion
will accept nothing less than timely and quality medical care for our veterans.

• Managed 8,496 disability claims appeals for veterans and awarded National 
Emergency Fund grants to veterans and their families who suffered losses in 
natural disasters. 

• Influenced employers to hire returning veterans by partnering in job fairs
and offering small-business workshops for veterans. Last year, we
participated in 116 veteran job fairs to help veterans in need of work.

• 30,000 Legion volunteers served nearly 850,000 hours annually at VA
medical centers, community-based outpatient centers, Vet Centers, nursing homes, 
state veterans homes and other facilities that support hospitalized veterans. 

Your membership also supports many other local, state, and national events that
strengthen our communities. (See “Here’s how your American Legion membership 
helps ...” shown on the back of your enclosed “Summary of Membership Benefits” flyer.)

Your tangible benefits of membership

There’s no better way to honor your fellow veterans, the brave men and women still
in uniform, and their families than by becoming a member of The American Legion. 

Plus, you and your family will enjoy the tangible benefits of membership.

As a member, you and your family receive numerous discounts, services and
member-only privileges. (The number of benefits is too long to list here so for details
please see the Summary of Benefits flyer I’ve enclosed.) 

In addition to the savings and discounts, you get an exclusive benefit that money
can’t buy.

You and your family and your fellow veterans are entitled to the
expertise, experience and assistance of a Veterans Service Officer (VSO),
a certified professional who can help you file claims with the VA, ensure
that you’re getting all the veteran benefits you’re entitled to, and help you
navigate through the red tape. Anytime you need help with a claim or have 
questions about your benefits, give us a call. 

Membership is restricted

The American Legion is for men and women who took an oath, honored it and still
believe that we can work together for the common good of men and women who
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Travel & Auto Rental

SUMMARY OF MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Moving & Relocation

Benefits for Home

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, P.O. BOX 7017, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46207-7017

AUTO RENTALS ––
Members can receive special discounts with AVIS, BUDGET,
ALAMO, HERTZ or NATIONAL CAR RENTAL. Save 
5-25% on daily, weekly and monthly rates.

GOV VACATION REWARDS –– Members can get the
best discount available on travel including airfare, hotel, rental
cars, vacation packages, cruises, and more.

VETERANS HOLIDAYS ––
This program offers members the opportunity to rent a
furnished condominium for 2-8 people, for an entire week, 
for less than they would pay for a single hotel room. 

DISCOUNT PRESCRIPTION DRUG PROGRAM –– 
Members and dependants can save up to 20% or more
through CVS/CAREMARK.

LIFE LINE SCREENING –– Member discounts on
potentially life-saving health screenings. 

DISCOUNTS ON HEARING AIDS — 
Members, family and extended family are eligible for
hearing care discounts from HearPO. Benefits include: low-
price guarantee; access to over 2,700 locations nationwide;
over 1000 models; free 60-day trial period; free multi-year
supply of batteries (160 cells). 

EYE CARE/WEAR PLAN –– 
EyeMed Vision Care provides discounts on the purchase  of
eye examinations and eyewear. Members and dependants
can save approximately 40% off vision care products and
services purchased at network locations. 

BENEFIT ASSISTANCE —
The American Legion helps all veterans in obtaining full veteran
medical and educational benefits. As well as assistance in preparing
VA claims.

VETERANS REPRESENTATION —
The American Legion is the nation’s most influential, effective and
dependable advocate of veteran affairs fighting for better active-duty
pay, improved housing for active-duty families and helping to ensure
that the VA’s medical system can properly care for the sick and
wounded returning from Iraq and Afghanistan.

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT — The American Legion works with
the Department of Labor on National Employment and Training Programs
for veterans and with the President’s Committee on Employment of
People with Disabilities and its Committee on Disabled Veterans.

MEMBERS’ MONTHLY MAGAZINE — You’ll receive a full year’s
(12 issues) subscription to The American Legion Magazine. Each issue is
packed with news, articles and stories designed for America’s veterans.

myLegion.org — This website is designed to connect members of 
The American Legion to their Post and Department (state) leadership,
other veterans with similar interests, and the vast array of services offered
at every level of the organization.

Assistance with Your Veteran Benefits

Added Medical Benefits

Insurance

WYNDHAM HOTEL GROUP ––
Save 20% off the “Best Available Rate” at thousands of
participating locations throughout the world!

SIRVA HOME BENEFITS — 
Receive cash-back rewards when buying and/or selling
a home within the SIRVA real estate network.
SIRVA Mortgage offers closing cost discounts for new
purchases and refinances.

NORTH AMERICAN VAN LINES AND
ALLIED VAN LINES — Preferred savings of 50% or
more on interstate (state-to-state) moving and 
in-transit storage.

BUDGET TRUCK RENTAL — 
Members now receive up to a 20% discount off local or
one-way truck rentals at over 2,800 Budget Truck Rental
locations nationwide. 

SEARS COMMERCIAL ––
Exclusive member discounts on appliances and major household items
are available through a toll-free number. 

1-800-FLOWERS.COM –– 
Receive discounts through 1-800-flowers.com, the world’s #1 online florist.

LifeStation –– 
Members can receive special discounted rates on a medical alert system and
a free extra item.

LIFE INSURANCE THROUGH MUTUAL OF OMAHA ––
Members aged 45-85 are eligible for guaranteed issue whole life policies.
(May not be available in all states.)

USAA –– Provides a full range of financial products including: insurance,
banking, investments, and financial advice. As an American Legion member,
you are eligible to join. There are no membership fees to join USAA and
when you sign up, your eligible family members can join USAA as well. 

NOTE: These discount offers are valid at participating locations and are not valid with any other discounts or special prices. The American Legion does not guarantee any discounts.
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MOTEL 6 ––
Members receive a 15% discount at any of the 1,100 pet-friendly
Motel 6 locations in the U.S. and Canada.

DELL COMPUTERS —
Members can save up to 30% off tablets and computers and
receive discounts on electronics/accessories.

APPLE COMPUTERS —
Now you can save up to 17% on select Apple and third
party products.



As a member of The American Legion, you and your family receive discounts, services, and 
member-only privileges. (Turn over for details.) Plus, you get an exclusive benefit money can’t buy.

THE AMERICAN LEGION
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS • P.O. BOX 7017 • INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA  46207

� Veterans and their family are entitled to...
• The expertise, experience and assistance of a Membership 

Support Specialist.
• A certified professional who can help you file claims with the VA.
• Know that you’re getting all The American Legion benefits for 

which you’re qualified.
• The help you need to navigate through the red tape. 

Plus, your membership helps support over 
2,500 Scouting units across the United States… 
American Legion Baseball for about
80,000 young people… Boys State to
teach young men in 49 states how our
federal government works… our
National High School Oratorical
Contest to promote a better
understanding of the U.S.
Constitution… our Child Welfare
Foundation to provide financial
support to children’s causes… 
local blood drives and much more.

� Nationwide The American Legion…
• Managed 8,496 disability claims appeals for veterans 

last year.
• Provides direct financial support to struggling military families.
• Awarded no fewer than 687 National Emergency Fund 

grants to veterans and their families who suffered losses 
due to natural disasters in the past year. 

• Participated in 116 veteran job fairs last year to help veterans 
in need of work.

• Continued Operation Comfort Warriors to distribute comfort 
items for troops recovering from war wounds in our military 
hospitals and transition units.

• Today, 30,000 volunteers serve nearly 850,000 hours annually
at various VA medical centers, community-based outpatient 

centers, Vet Centers, nursing homes, state veterans homes and 
other facilities that support hospitalized veterans. 

• Family Support Network provides financial assistance, 
lawn mowing, baby-sitting and other assistance to families of 
service members whose military units are activated or deployed 
for operations. 

� Advocate for veterans and their families…
The American Legion is the most effective, influential and
dependable advocate of veterans affairs…
• Last year, The American Legion worked with Congress to pass

13 bills that benefit veterans and their families including 
legislation that improved GI Bill benefits, caregiver relief, VA 
medical facilities and provided career opportunities for those who
served in the U.S. Armed Forces.

• The American Legion authored the original GI Bill of Rights.
The Legion gave us the GI Bill to help veterans continue their 
education and today, we continue to work to improve it.

• The American Legion helped create VA Loans to help us buy a 
home and was instrumental in the creation of many of the health 
care benefits now offered by the military.

• The American Legion protects the interests of 
active-duty personnel and advocates for better treatment 
of military families. 

• The American Legion helped achieve passage of the Veterans 
Educational Assistance Actwhich provides veterans 
substantially better education benefits.

American Legion Department
Service Officer helping a vet
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With more than 2.3 million members, The American Legion is the
nation’s most influential, effective and dependable advocate
of veterans issues. There’s no better way to honor your fellow
veterans, your family and your community than by joining The
American Legion. Simply complete your enclosed Acceptance
Certificate, and mail it back today.

Mr. Sample R Donnelley,
Here’s how your American Legion membership 
helps you, your fellow veterans and your community…

� Last year, in Indiana, The American Legion…
• Handled over X,XXX federal benefit claims cases for 

veterans and their families.
• Distributed $XX,XXX in emergency aid. 
• Provided honors for XX,XXX veteran funerals.

X



Daniel S. Wheeler •  National Adjutant

Nominee Selection Authorized by: 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

CERTIFICATE OF GRATITUDE

With profound appreciation for honorable service in the 
United States Armed Forces, 

The American Legion hereby recognizes

By authority granted under Congressional Charter, 
confirmed wartime veterans and active-duty military

are assured access to membership benefits
and privileges in The American Legion.

Issue Date
06/20/2014

5458 Recruitment Certificate
Colors: Black @ 100%, PMS 139 40% grayscale, PMS 2965 @ 100% & grayscale, PMS 485 @100% & 80%. Varnish Border & Number Emblem

for your personal sacrif ice, courage, and determination to 
preserve American freedoms and values.

43287

b
[LongStatename]

Veteran

Provisional 
Member Number

123456789

Sample A. Sample 



               

               

               

               

PROUD TO HAVE SERVED 
IN THE U.S. ARMED FORCES
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AM
ERICAN LEGION “PAY UP FOR LIFE”
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For more information log on to: www.legion.org or call 1-888-805-6180

               

               

Sample R. Donnelley, please accept these gifts as our way of thanking you for your support.
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Return the 
Acceptance Certificate 
in the enclosed envelope.

Call 1-888-805-6180.

Or, go to 
www.legion.org/mailoffer
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3 Easy Ways to Join!

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

a�  �  �  �  �  �  �
�  �  �  �  �  �

PRIORITY

PROCESSING

THE AMERICAN LEGION
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
PO BOX 7017
INDIANAPOLIS IN 46207-7017
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INSTRUCTIONS:

1.Complete your Acceptance Certificate.

2.Put your completed Acceptance Certificate and annual
dues into this pre-addressed envelope.

3.MAIL BACK TODAY. 

AFFIX STICKER 
HERE TO 

RECEIVE YOUR 
FREE GIFT!

AMERICAN LEGION ACCEPTANCE CERTIFICATE
To: From:

Daniel S. Wheeler, National Adjutant
The American Legion National Headquarters
P.O. Box 7017
Indianapolis, IN 46207-7017

Eligibility Dates
AUG 2, 1990 - OPEN
DEC 20, 1989 - JAN 31, 1990
AUG 24, 1982 - JUL 31, 1984
FEB 28, 1961 - MAY 7, 1975
JUNE 25, 1950 - JAN 31, 1955
DEC 7, 1941 - DEC 31, 1946
APR 6, 1917 - NOV 11, 1918

Branch of Service
U.S. ARMY
U.S. NAVY
U.S. AIR FORCE
U.S. MARINES
U.S. COAST GUARD

I certify that I have served or still am serving honorably on active duty as specified
(Please check appropriate boxes above and sign below)

If address above is not correct, please cross out and make corrections on back.

I would like to charge my dues. My information is on the back 
of this reply.

X
Signature

U.S. MERCHANT
MARINE (WWII only)

Sample R. Donnelley
1234 Any St.
Secondline Address
Cityname, ST 56789 Source Code

CODLINEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEG

I’m enclosing my $25 check payable to: The American Legion

YES, to support The American Legion’s programs that
benefit me, my family, my fellow veterans...and the men
and women still on active duty, I’m becoming a member
of The American Legion. Please activate my member
benefits immediately.

Join online: 
Visit www.legion.org/mailoffer
and enter your temporary
membership number: 999999999 

CODE

Join online at www.legion.org/mailoffer. Your temporary membership number is 999999999

Sample R. Donnelley
1234 Any St.
Cityname, ST 56789

000000000    XXX000    0    09

CODE



IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Credit Card Information:

Visa       MasterCard Discover AmEx    Account No._______________________________  Exp. Date_______

Date of Birth:  - - Phone Number:  - -
Email Address:____________________________________________________________________

X
SIGNATURE DATE SECURITY CODE

M M D D Y Y

Please Make Any Address Corrections Here if Necessary:

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________  State _____________  Zip __________

THE AMERICAN LEGION
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
P.O. BOX 7017, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46207-7017

5458    PT 6 FACE   COPY  ALL BUT 15PA BLACK W/SCREEN

Male:          Female:     
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The American Legion
P.O. Box 7017
Indianapolis, IN 46207

The American Legion National Headquarters
P.O. Box 7017 • Indianapolis, IN 46207-7017

DOCUMENTS ENCLOSED
to Confirm Your Status as a Military Veteran
and Qualifying Benefits

Daniel S. Wheeler

“People uninformed about what they are asking the military to
endure are a people inevitably unable to fully grasp the scope 

of the responsibilities of our Constitution levies upon them.

Mike Mullen, Retired Navy Admiral and former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
speaking to the graduating class at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.

Sample Donnelley
123 Any Street
Cityname, ST 56789-1234
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
In appreciation of your military service,

The American Legion would like to present you with these gifts with your paid membership.

INSTRUCTIONS: Place the Branch of Service knife sticker from your letter on your Acceptance Certificate.
Then, mail back your Acceptance Certificate with your paid dues, in the pre-addressed envelope. Once we receive
your completed Acceptance Certificate, we’ll start your member benefits immediately.

Your Branch of Service
is imprinted here!

-
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