
~ 1 ~ 

 

L eg ion N ews 

DEPA RT MENT O F  FRAN CE  
 

BELGIUM-CHINA 01-DENMARK-ENGLAND-FRANCE-GERMANY-GREECE-IRELAND-ITALY-NETHERLANDS-SPAIN-THAILAND 

 
November 2023           Vol. 21 / No. 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello, my American Legion Family. 

 

I would like to wish all, in the coming days, peace, prosperity, and 

good health. 

 

As I traveled back to National, in Indianapolis, I was impressed as to 

how much has changed in the Legion, which I will comment on during 

the DEC. 

 

As you know, the Department of France is 

number one in membership. At National, 

they let you know and feel it. The atmosphere 

is rivalry between the Departments. We 

represented the Department of France very 

well, which includes, Adjutant John Fleming, 

NECman/Judge Advocate James Settle, ALT 

NECman Hans Stockenberger, Assistant 

Finance Officer Doug Haggen, and me. 

 

The subjects that were discussed were. 

 

Buddy Checks. Buddy checks are important in our everyday lives. 

But the rate of suicides, feeling left alone, and abandoned, and our 

economy, can leave you feeling overwhelmed. Again, in the 

Department of France legion family members, you are never alone, 

nor should you feel that way. Yes, we may have difficulties sometimes 

with each other, but never forget we are there for each other. That is 

just what we do. 
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Overseas Grave Decoration Fund. On the 1st of November, the 2024 Overseas Grave Decoration Fund guidelines will be 

sent out.  Fund requests must be sent in on or before 1 January, to be used on Memorial Day.  Funds are used to honor, 

preserve, and decorate the graves of those U.S. veterans who served in the world wars, conflicts, and hostilities and who are 

buried overseas outside American Battle Monuments Commission-controlled facilities. 

 

The following information is required for each request for funds. 

1. The name of the veteran. 

2. The cemetery name and location (city and country) where the veteran is at rest. 

3. A quote in writing (not to exceed $50.00) from a local florist, for flowers to decorate each veteranôs grave. 

4. A mailing address for Emblem Salesô use so they can mail each department or post a ñU.S.A. made American flagò for 

each grave to be decorated. 

5. A mailing address for The American Legion National Treasurer so he can mail each department or post the requested 

funds for each grave to be decorated. 

 

The funds from the Overseas Grave Decoration Trust Fund are dispensed on a first-come, first-served basis annually 

until the income each year is depleted. 

 

Membership. We are first in membership.  What does that mean for the Department of France?  Let us look at the big 

picture. there are 55 departments in The American Legion around the world.  Out of all those 55 Departments, we are 

number one, first place, in the world. We are unique, our military and world history started in Europe, and we are the 

birthplace of The American Legion. Even now, as I draft this article, I cannot phantom how much of a role the Department 

of France, will play in the upcoming world events. Yes, the Department of France will be tasked to support the elements, 

we always did and will continue to do so. We are, at the moment, assisting a Department member and his family from Israel, 

which will be discussed at a later date. It is an honor to belong to the Department of France.  It also feels good to be number 

one in membership. 

 

Be the One. This is The American Legionôs motto. In the Department of France, that is oh so true. Because we Are The 

One. We are first in membership. Be The One, should be our battle cry. What I mean is this, let us say you belong to GRO1, 

and you are getting ready to start the Post meeting.  After the opening ceremony, after the gavel has fallen, the members in 

cadence, and one voice: GR01, Be The One, at the same time, with your right index finger held up, and extend at shoulder 

height. That is who we are. The Department of France, The American Legion family, Be the One. 

 

In closing, I want to say it is a privilege and honor to work for the Department of France because there is no greater honor 

than to serve and fight for Veteran Brothers and Sisters. 

 
 

 

 

Department Adjutantôs Corner 
 

Greeting Comrades, 

Planning has begun for our next Mid-Winter Conference.  If anyone has any suggestions for topics 

you would like to hear, please email me and VCAL Dennis Owens. 

 

Consolidated Post Report (CPR) ï We need to start working on these now.  It is available on 

myLegion.org, so you can start filling it in.  Please do not finalize it until June 2024. 

Dates to Remember: 

 

11 November 2023, 1300, Veterans Day Ceremony, Lorraine American Cemetery 

27-28 January 2024, Mid-Winter Conference 

23 March 2024, 3rd DEC, in Ansbach, hosted by GR1982 

13-16 June 2024, Convention Weekend, in Ochsenfurt, Germany, hosted by GR30 

 

Thanks, and best wishes. / John Fleming 
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Greetings Department of 

Franceé 

 

My article for the November 

Newsletter is going to be about 

the Mid-Winter Conference 

(MWC) to be held on the 27th and 

28th of January 2024 Virtually. 

For those of you that do not know 

what a MWC is, it is a chance to 

learn something about many 

topics. Each Department Officer 

and some Committee Leads will 

be discussing their programs and duties. 

 

This is for ALL members of the Department of France, 

but especially, I would like to see All Post Officers to 

attend when their Department Officer presents his topic. 

For instance, I would like to see every Post Adjutant 

present to hear what Department Adjutant Fleming will 

be presenting. Note, there will be a 10-15 minute 

opportunity for anyone to present any questions they have 

at the end of each speakerôs time block. Look for the 

schedule of training blocks to be presented to you from 

our Department Adjutant as the schedule firms up as well 

as it to be presented to you here in our Newsletter.   

 

It has been asked before and I am asking now, which 

topics or subjects would you like to see discussed in the 

MWC? I am still open to hearing from you as to what you 

want to see. 

 

The MWC is for everyone. See you all there, 

 

Dennis 

 

Dennis Owens 

Department of France  

Vice Commander at Large 

vcalowens@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Greetings Comrades,  

 

   I am glad to be back on the 

Department of France team again. 

I truly believe we are here for you 

and the good of the Legion. You 

may think what am I doing for the 

good of the Legion? This month I 

was able to join Vice Commander 

Gerdeman while he went over the 

Vice Commanders check list 

NL01 Commander/VCAL 

Commander Dennis Owens and his Adjutant Rich 

Simmons. This checklist was developed by VCAL 

Owens. I believe it will help us to find out about their 

posts and to help and assist them in any way 

we/Department can. 

   Later that week I went over that same check with GR03 

with the Commander/Adjutant John Gerdeman. This is an 

ongoing process. I emailed all posts that were assigned to 

me. However, I only receive replies from a few posts. 

   We, GR03 and GR05 are planning on having a joint 

adventure on Veteranôs Day to place flags over our fallen 

Comrades Graves. 

   In November GR07 and GR05 are getting together for 

fun Bowling 4 November. You all are welcome to join us 

at the Bowling center in Wiesbaden around 1800hrs. 

   I wish you all a Happy Veteranôs Day and thank you for 

all you do!! I also hope you have a Happy Halloween. 

Remember the Department is here for you because 

without we would have No Department.  

 

God Bless you and your families! 

 

 
 

Membership Stats: 
 
Actual members: 2209 
Percentage goal: 72.76% 
Not Renewed members for 
2024: 715  
Renewed members: 1130 
Renewed percentage: 74.80% 
Posts at 100%: 3 
Posts at 70%to 99%: 14 
Posts at 50% to 69%: 11 
Posts under 50%:  2 
 

Approved at the 2nd Department Executive 
committee meeting: 
 
All Post Everlasting (PEL) members will be removed from 
the Department Membership standing for the "Post Honor 
ribbon" in the next Standings report. 
 
The Post Membership chairman 100% award will change 
to read:  

ñGold Membership Achievement Medalò to Gold Star. 
ñSilver Membership Achievement Medalò to Silver Star. 
ñBronze Membership Achievement Medalò to Bronze 
Star.  
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The Highest Post Membership percentage award. 
This is an award of monetary value that will be given 
out to the Posts upon the Department making the 

100% from National. The complete explanation will 
be out in an email to your Membership chairman this 
week. 

 
Convention: 
Audie Murphy is proud to host the 96th Annual Convention of the Department of France. Here are our dates 
and prices. We will be sending out more information in the next few weeks to the membership. 
 
James Dennis / Membership Chairman / Department of France 
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Boys State / Girls State 

Updates 

1. The Department of 

Franceôs Boys State 

Director has established that 

01 April 2024 as the last 

date that the department will 

accept Post Candidates for 

the Boys State / Girls State 

2024 program.  Questions 

regarding this deadline can 

be sent to 

Joseph.schram@gmail.com.  

2. The Boys State Director is seeking a Post to 

sponsor a young man, a junior from Vicenza 

American High School.  This young man has 

requested the opportunity to attend the American 

Legion premier program.  With your assistance, 

this can be made possible. 

3. A limited number of Boys State / Girls State 

brochures are available upon request. 

 
Post & Department Histories 

The Department Historian requests support from the 

Posts by providing official photos of the Post 

leadership, biographies from each and pictures, 

stories and narratives of the yearôs Post activities.  

These requested items can be sent to 

dfr.historian@gmail.com.  

 

From the National Historian: 

2024 will be the last year for a national contest for post entries. For the 2024 contest, in addition to the digital history contest 

previously announced, the national historian will also accept one hard-copy post history contest winner from each 

department. 

For 2024 departments may now submit: 

Å One hard-copy post entry 

Å One digital post entry (cannot be the same post as the hard copy) 

Å One digital department entry 

The judging standards listed in the 2023 Officers Guide will be used for judging all entries in 2024. 

2024 digital entries must be submitted by department adjutants no later than August 1, 2024. Certifications for hard-copy 

submissions are due by September 15, 2024, and hard-copy entries must be available for judging at 8 a.m. on Monday, 

October 7, 2024. 
 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERéALL NEWSLETTER ARTICLES SHOULD BE TURNED IN BY THE 28TH
 OF THE 

MONTH. I WOULD PREFER IF YOU SENT IT IN WORD FORMAT, PDF WOULD ALSO DO. 

GET THE WORD OUT ! 
 

Davidg1959@t-online.de 
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0## 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 4ÉÍ ,ÉÔÈÅÒÌÁÎÄ                                                   0## 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ &ÒÁÎË 0ÈÉÌÌÉÐÓ 

 

7ÈÏ ÉÓ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ &ÒÁÎÃÅ 0ÁÓÔ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒÓ #ÌÕÂȩ 

0ÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒÓȟ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ 6ÉÃÅ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒÓ !Ô ,ÁÒÇÅȟ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ 6ÉÃÅ 

#ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒÓȟ 0ÏÓÔ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒÓȟ 3!, $ÅÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒÓȟ 3!, 3ÑÕÁÄÒÏÎ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒÓȟ !ÕØÉÌÉÁÒÙ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȟ !ÕØÉÌÉÁÒÙ 5ÎÉÔ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȣÓÏ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÖÏÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȟ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ 

�/�v�]�š�]���o�����µ���•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����W���–�����}�u�u���v�����Œ�•�����o�µ�����]�•���}�v�o�Ç���¨�î�ñ�X�ì�ì 

�Z���v���Á���o�����µ���•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����W���–�����}�u�u���v�����Œ�•�����o�µ�����]�•���}�v�o�Ç���¨�í�ì�X�ì�ì 

 

 

 
QUICK LINKS TO 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
 

Here are three innovative programs that gives you instant access 

to The American Legion, National Headquarters. 

 

They are very good, and quick tools to use if you want to share 

American Legion information with someone, or if you are trying 

to recruit a new member. 

 

 

 

Election Day - Nov 7, 2023 
 
Election Day is Nov. 8, a time when American Legion Family members and 
other voters will head to the polls to uphold a constitutional right and civic 
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���/�H�J�L�R�Q�·�V���*�H�W���2�X�W���W�K�H���9�R�W�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�V��
all Americans to register and vote in each election, as well as for Legion 
Family members to be involved in the electoral process. 
 

 
 
 

 
Marine Corps Birthday / Nov 10, 2023 

 

Nov. 10 is the birthday of the Marine Corps, first formed as the 

Continental Marines in 1775 during the Revolutionary War.  


