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Gilbert Wells, Adjutant 
The American Legion  
Portugal Post #1 
Rua Dr A B Vasconcelos 9 
PT-2705-088 COLARES, PORTUGAL 
 
TEL (351 21) 929 1372 
JustGilWelz@mail.telepac.pt 
 

RBL WAR STORIES 

While I was Secretary of the Royal British 
Legion in Portugal prior to 2000 a request 
went out to collect war stories and 
experiences dating back many years. I 
volunteered and have been collecting them. 
The Treasurer of the RBL, Stewart Austin, 
requested that these stories be posted on 
the RBL Portugal Branch website and this 
was done by the Chairman of the Portugal 
Branch, Desmond Briggs, with some help 
from RBL HQ in London.   
  
Since there may now be others out there 
who also have interesting war stories to tell 
or just stories relating to military service or 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
A committee meeting will be held at 
11:00 am on Saturday June 15, 2013 in 
the shelter of the oriental garden located 
on the Lisbon embassy grounds. Legion 
members without military ID cards should 
contact Adjutant Wells at 21 929 1372 
well before the event to obtain entry. 
. 
 

2013 MEMBERSHIP 
This year it is possible to pay your dues 
online by visiting the following website: 
www.legion.org/renew 
 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS HAVE 
PAID 

Adalino Cabral, LIFE 
Gilbert Furtado 

Vin Gruper 
David Higginbottom 

Pierce Johnson 

mailto:jim.pritchard@live.com
mailto:mlodington@gmail.com
mailto:JustGilWelz@mail.telepac.pt
http://www.legion.org/renew
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550 MARINES TO MORON, SPAIN 

 
By John Vandiver  

Stars and Stripes 
 

Published: April 25, 2013 

 
Gen. James Amos 
U.S. Marine Corps 

STUTTGART, Germany — An Africa-

focused Marine rapid reaction force is bound 

for Morón, Spain, which will serve as a 

temporary base for the 550-strong unit, 

Marine Commandant Gen. James Amos told 

Congress on Wednesday. 

Amos said the unit, which will serve the 

needs of U.S. Africa Command boss Gen. 

David Rodriguez, also could eventually be 

repositioned on the African continent if U.S. 

diplomatic officials make such an 

arrangement.  

“Right now, they’re temporarily going to 

Morón, Spain, as a placeholder,” Amos said 

during testimony before the Senate 

Appropriations Committee. “I think they are 

going to move sometime. It wouldn’t surprise 

me to find them moving around the African 

RBL service the RBL website has an 
additional page at the website called 
“Membership Forum”.   
The website is below: 
  
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/p
ortugal/membership-forum 
  

Among the War Stories you will find the report of 
Lewis T Watty who was rescued from the Los 
Banos Camp outside Manila on February 23, 
1945 along with 2000 other allied prisoners of the 
Japanese by the 11

th
 Airborne Division. 

Gilbert Wells, Adjutant PO 01, WW II veteran of 
the 11

th
 Airborne Division. 

PORTUGUESE FISHERMEN’S MEMORIAL           

FARO, PORTUGAL 

On November 30, 1943 a US Liberator bomber 
crashed into the sea some miles from Faro in the 
South of Portugal. Five of the 11 man crew were 
killed in the crash and six survived. 

The crash occurred close to a 5 meter fishing 
boat manned by Jaime Nues, Jose Mascarenhas 
and Jose’s 13 year old son, Manuel. They 
immediately abandoned their nets and went 
about rescuing the six survivors, two of whom 
were badly injured. 

Conditions were bad on the moonless night but 
Nunes and Mascarenhas provided what sucour 
they could to the drenched and shattered crew. 
They gave them what they had on board. They 
were obliged to wait for the incoming tide that 
would permit them to row their heavily laden craft 
to shore. They reached the fishing harbor in the 
early hours of December 1

st
. In 1999 Jaime 

Nunes’ courage was recognized through the 
award of a plaque presented to him by an official 
of the American Embassy. 

For further information and instructions for 
donating to the proposed memorial go to: 

www.portuguese-fishermans-memorial.org 

or contact 

piscatoramicus@gmal.com 

http://www.stripes.com/reporters/John_Vandiver?author=John_Vandiver
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/portugal/membership-forum
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/portugal/membership-forum
http://www.portuguese-fishermans-memorial.org/
mailto:piscatoramicus@gmal.com
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CLASSIFIEDS 

continent.”  

For several years, the Marine Corps has been 

developing plans for a Special Purpose 

Marine Air Ground Task Force to bolster the 

capabilities of AFRICOM.  

Last year, Marines based a MAGTF in 

Sigonella, Italy, that conducts a range of 

training missions in Africa, including the 

training of friendly forces for counter-

terrorism missions in places such as Somalia. 

The new Spain-based MAGTF also will have 

the ability to conduct training, though its 

primary purpose will be to serve as a crisis 

reaction force, Amos said.  

The need for such a force was underscored in 

September when the U.S. consulate in 

Benghazi, Libya, came under attack leaving 

four Americans dead, including U.S. 

Ambassador Christopher Stevens. The attack 

exposed AFRICOM’s lack of crisis-response 

capability.  

Since then, AFRICOM has steadily been 

bolstering its capacities. In October, for 

example, AFRICOM finally received its so-

called Commander’s in-Extremis Force 

comprised of Green Berets who function as 

crisis responders.  

The new Marine MAGTF, which comes 

equipped with significant airlift capability, 

provides additional firepower for AFRICOM.  

On Monday, six MV-22 Ospreys began their 

journey to Spain, Amos said.  

“If something happens you now have an asset 

you can move very quickly, along with the C-

130s, tankers and MV-22s, you can move 

very quickly to the African continent in 

response to a crisis.”  

Vandiver.john@stripes.com 

BATTLE OF VIMEIRO 

Historic Recreation 

27 & 28 July 2013 

On the night of 20th August, Wellesley's army 
was concentrated on the ridge stretching west 

from Vimeiro to the sea, with its left occupying the 
hill in front of Vimeiro village. Towards 9am on 

the morning of the 21st, Junot's army was 
revealed in dense clouds of dust to be 

manoeuvering east of Vimeiro so as to threaten 
the British left flank. Wellesley had ample time to 

counter the threat by moving the bulk of his 
forces from the western ridge to the ridge running 
north-east from Vimeiro through Ventosa. Junot's 

plan evolved into a divided attack in which his 
main force would be thrust against Vimeiro Hill 

while Brennier's brigade was sent northwards to 
turn Wellesley's left. Prompted by the sight of 
British troops occupying the Ventosa ridge in 

force, Junot then dispatched Solignac northwards 
in support of Brennier. 

The first French attack was launched against 
Vimeiro Hill. The brigades of Thomières and 

Charlot, advancing in columns and screened by 
tirailleurs, gradually pushed the thick British 

skirmishing line back from the foot of the hill, only 
to be sent reeling by the fire of the enveloping 

lines of British infantry from Fane's 6th and 
Anstruther's 7th Brigades.  Undaunted, Junot 

renewed the attack by sending two battalions of 
St. Clair's grenadiers against the mid-point of the 
British line on the hill. Again the British infantry 

threw back the attack by converging so as to pour 
fire into the French column from three sides. 

In desperation, Junot threw the remaining two 
fresh battalions of Maransin's grenadiers directly 
against Vimeiro village, only to see them caught 
in fire from both flanks as Wellesley ordered four 
companies from Acland's 8th Brigade to move 

down from the Ventosa ridge. After vicious, close-
range fighting in the streets of the village, the 

grenadiers were compelled to retire. 

 

 

mailto:Vandiver.john@stripes.com
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Minor changes needed to AFN decoders to keep viewing 
programming 
By John Vandiver  

Stars and Stripes 
 

Published: May 23, 2013 

STUTTGART, Germany — As part of an effort to reduce operating costs, American 

Forces Network Europe is eliminating one of its two satellite transponders next 

month, which will require decoder owners to make minor frequency changes to 

ensure they continue receiving television programming. 

“This change is necessary to align budget constrained operations and continue to 

provide quality AFN service,” said AFN Europe Commander Lt. Col. Sherri Reed in a 

news release “But we’re doing all we can to help.”  

The change, which will occur from June 4 to June 24, means decoder owners must 

adjust their respective frequencies and net identifications to get AFN TV and satellite 

radio productions.  

All AFN Europe decoder owners, including U.S. consulates and embassies, must 

make the changes.  

Viewers who get their AFN TV service from an on-base provider such as Germany’s 

TKS, as well as those in Afghanistan, do not have to make adjustments as contractors 

will make the required fixes.  

Meanwhile, AFN officials are advising customers not to purchase or lease any 

decoder that is not the newest model, the Cisco D9865, as AFN plans to migrate to an 

upgraded digital signal later this year. When the changeover happens, all AFN 

decoders other than the D9865 will no longer function, the network said.  

Decoder owners will notice that 12 redundant AFN|prime Atlantic channels and 

AFN|prime Freedom will no longer be available. To help ensure access to targeted 

community messages, the AFN Europe audience will still get local community 

messages via radio, social media and the AFN Europe web site at www.afneurope.net.  

In anticipation of the June 4 frequency change, AFN has set up a set of instructions 

for its Europe customers on its website, where a list of upcoming channel changes 

also will be provided. Customers also can call AFN’s help line at DSN (314)-634-

8228 or +39-04447-18228.  

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.stripes.com/reporters/John_Vandiver?author=John_Vandiver
http://www.afneurope.net/
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LIBRARY 

 
AT 

 
‘VILA OLIVIA’ 

RUA DA AREIA 154,     BIRRE,    CASCAIS 
( midway between the roundabouts at Birre and Quinta da Marinha)  

Tel:  JOHN BASTO   21 487 1383 
 

OPEN 
 

WEDNESDAYS   11.00 – 13.00 HOURS 

(closed August and Christmas holidays) 
 

 

This is a FREE LENDING LIBRARY of ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 

BOOKS  
HARDBACK      
PAPERBACK   
LARGE PRINT  
CHILDRENS 

 

AUDIO BOOKS 
CASSETTES 

CDs  
 

VISUALS 
DVDs 

 
DONATIONS OF BOOKS, CD AUDIO BOOKS AND DVDs ARE 

GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED  
  
 

DD-214s are NOW Online.  
  

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has provided the 
following website for veterans to gain access to their DD-214s   

  

online: http://vetrecs.archives.gov/ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://vetrecs.archives.gov/
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USAA 

 
Membership in USAA is now open to American Legion Veterans and their 
families. For those of us living overseas this means we can insure our 
automobiles and personal property with USAA. 
 
For more information go to: 

www.legion.org 
 

To join USAA online go to: 
 

www.usaa.com/legion 
 

TAX ASSISTANCE 
IRS PARIS 

 

IRS Foreign Bank Account and Financial Records (FBAR) regulation requires US citizens at 
home and abroad to disclose any and all accounts held in foreign financial institutions over 

$10,000. This requires the filing of IRS form TD F 90-22.1 for applicable US citizens. 

For assistance see the IRS Paris website 
http://france.usembassy.gov/irs.html 

Most forms and publications are now available on www.irs.gov 
Filers should be encouraged to use the website to download forms and publications. 

 
US Tax Preparers 

 US taxes: Jean Daniel Lomont, 776 Av. Saboia, Apt #1, 2765-279 
Monte Estoril, Tel 21 483 1805 lomont8437@yahoo.com –Subject line: 
INCOME TAX 
 
 US taxes: Barron Harper, Rua Guine Bissau, 12 -1-Esq, PT-3800-018 
AVEIRO, Tel/FAX 23 442 9086, Cell 91 935 9809 

 
HEALTH CARE 

Dr. Anthony Maia (US Internist), Av. Nossa Senhora do Rosario, Lote 1212, 
2750-178 Cascais Tel: (351 21) 482 6860 

 
VA CLAIMS FROM OVERSEAS VETERANS ARE MADE TO 

 
VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
1000 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
800- 827 1000      412 395 6272 

HELP IN FILING THESE CLAIMS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 

PITTSBURGH AMERICAN LEGION SERVICE OFFICERS WITH OFFICES 

IN THE VA 

For Claims: 

http://www.legion.org/
http://www.usaa.com/legion
http://france.usembassy.gov/irs.html
http://www.irs.gov/
mailto:lomont8437@yahoo.com
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GRAHAM H WIELAND 

AMERICAN LEGION DEPT SVC OFCR 

1000 LIBERTY AVE STE 1607 

PITTSBURGH, PA 15222 

Phone: 412-395-6230  

Email: graham.wieland@va.gov 

IAN D CARRIER 

AMERICAN LEGION DEPT SVC OFCR 

1000 LIBERTY AVE STE 1607 

PITTSBURGH, PA 15222 

Phone: 412-395-6247  

Fax: 412-395-6234  

Email: ian.carrier@va.gov 

EDNA (CHICO) FICERAI 

AMERICAN LEGION DEPT SVC OFCR 

1000 LIBERTY AVE 

PITTSBURGH, PA 15222 

Phone: 412-395-6228  

Fax: 412-395-6234  

Email: edna.ficerai@va.gov 

Michael Bracey Archival Research 
 
My name is Michael Bracey.  I am a Vietnam Veteran (1967-1968), and the 
owner of a military document retrieval service.  I research military unit/ship 
records at the National Archives in College Park, MD.  I have over 20 years of 
research experience, and am a former Staff Legal Advisor for the Board of 
Veterans Appeals. 
 
I have had success in finding documentation of stressor incidents that form 
the basis of PTSD disability claims.  I specialize in researching documents 
from Vietnam back to the Revolutionary War. These documents include, but 
are not limited to: 
- US Army Daily Journals and Operational Reports, 
- US Navy Deck Logs and Muster Rolls, 
- US Marine Corps Chronologies, and 
- US Air Force After Action Reports. 
 
In short, I find the documents which the Board of Veterans Appeals and the 
VA Regional Offices accept as evidence in PTSD/Agent Orange cases. 
 
I have done case work for many law firms specializing in veteran disability 
cases, including PTSD and Agent Orange.  I also participate in presentations 
and panels at The University of Detroit, Mercy School of Law. for students of 
the Veterans Law Clinic which hosts "Project Salute", and is coordinated by 
Ms. Tammy Kudialas Esq. 
 
My military and professional experience provides a unique approach that may 

mailto:graham.wieland@va.gov
mailto:ian.carrier@va.gov
mailto:edna.ficerai@va.gov
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be of assistance to you in achieving your goals.  I am sending my references, 
CV, and samples of some of the evidence I've obtained which has been 
instrumental in the successful outcome of previously denied cases. 
 
Please contact me with any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Michael G. Bracey 
2708 Middle Neck Road 
Odenton, MD  21113 
301-219-1918 
micher9@comcast.net 
www.mbarchivalresearch.com 
 

 
BRITISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PORTUGAL 

WWW.BHSPORTUGAL.ORG 
 

BHS HISTORICAL TOURS 

The 200th anniversary of the Napoleonic invasions of Portugal 
and Spain is being commemorated during the period up to 
2013. Events are breaking out all over the Iberian Peninsula and 
two gentlemen from the British Historical Society of Portugal are 
organizing tours of the battlefield sites. 

www.bhsportugal.org/tours 
 

 
RBL PORTUGAL BRANCH WEB 
www.portugal.legionbranches.net 

  
Room for a few American Retirees in: 

THE BRITISH RETIREMENT HOME 
ESTORIL 

Founded in the mid-1980's, the British Retirement Home is situated in a quiet 
cul-de-sac near the beach, within easy walking distance of the centre of Sao 
Pedro do Estoril, on the Lisbon-Cascais railway line. Open to residents of all 
nationalities, it comprises 10 unfurnished apartments with a kitchenette and 
an en suite bathroom as well as 8 individual rooms with private bathroom for 
those who are less independent. 24 hour Care Support is provided by a bi-
lingual team, headed up by a registered Nursing Sister. Links with the local 
community ensure a steady flow of volunteers to help with outings, shopping 
trips and social events. Non-residents are welcomed on a daily basis or for 
short-term stays for recuperation or holiday periods. 

For more information contact 214 688 694 during working hours, or visit 

www.brhportugal.com 

 

LISBON CASUALS 

David Salgueiral, Chair Cell 91 150 6720 lisboncasualschair@gmail.com 

http://us.mc1616.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=micher9@comcast.net
http://www.mbarchivalresearch.com/
http://www.bhsportugal.org/
http://www.bhsportugal.org/tours
http://www.portugal.legionbranches.net/
http://www.brhportugal.com/
mailto:lisboncasualschari@gmail.com
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HOLLYWOOD GRILL 

Mario Cordova, USN-Ret has just opened another restaurant and the dishes comprise 

Portuguese food, such as fresh fish : robalo, dourada, sardines, espada, and all grilled 

on charcoal. Also bacalhao abraz, bacalhao com natas, arroz de marisco, arroz 

tamboril and much more. He also has filipino dishes: adobo, pancit,tilapia, lumpia,etc. 

  

Name: HOLLYWOOD GRILL 

Rua de Paraiso, 74-76 sta. Apolonia 

(before Hospital da Marinha) Feira de ladra 

Hrs: 8:30 to 23:30 every day 

Tel: 21-150-1165/ 21-888-1060 

suppermario58@yahoo.com 
 
Moving-ON 
Professional Mobility Services 
Av 24 Julho-2nd floor 
Lisbon 
 
Luisa Piló, Partner 
www.moving-on.co 
 
Tel. 351 21 098 7418 
on@moving-on.co 
 

SALVATION ARMY 
Varzea de Colares 

 
BAZAR 

 
Opening Times 

 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 10:00 – 16:00 
 
Saturdays 10:00 – 13:00 
 
Tel 21 928 2236 
 
E mail colares.igreja@exercitodesalvacao.pt 
 

University of Massachusetts in Lisbon, Study Abroad Program 
(http://www.portstudies.umassd.edu/lisboa/) 

 
 

                                     Program Description 
 
UMass in Lisbon, sponsored by the UMass Dartmouth Center for Portuguese 
Studies with the support of the Luso-American Foundation, offers American 
students the opportunity to spend a summer, semester or year in the vibrant 
capital city of Lisbon learning about the vast Portuguese-speaking world and 
European Union. As the only residential study abroad program in Portugal 

mailto:suppermario58@yahoo.com
http://www.moving-on.co/
mailto:on@moving-on.co
mailto:colares.igreja@exercitodesalvacao.pt
http://www.portstudies.umassd.edu/lisboa/
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managed directly by a major American university, UMass in Lisbon provides 
unrivaled access to one of the world's most strategic centers of language and 
culture. Through our partnership with The University Institute of Lisbon 
(ISCTE-IUL) and the Technical University of Lisbon's Superior Institute of 
Economics and Management (ISEG-UTL), students will have a wide array of 
curricular choices in both English and Portuguese, including UMass courses 
taught on site by both UMass and Portuguese faculty and language/culture 
study at all levels. A significant number of field trips will complement 
classroom learning, and 
living accommodations will be shared with European ERASMUS and 
Portuguese university students. Internships, home-stays, and service-learning 
opportunities are also planned, with administrative assistance available 24/7. 
Students may study for a semester, a year, or during the summer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


