
Calendar of Events for December 

 

• December 7-    Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

• December 8 -   Post Membership Meeting 

• December 8 -  Christmas and Holiday Luncheon  

   

       

 

     

   

 

Brig. Gen. Robin Olds 
American Legion Thailand Post TH01 

 

 

 

Post meetings held the 2nd Monday of each month at the 

Wing 21 Ubon Royal Thai AB  

Driving Range Club house at 10:00 a.m. 

All members are encouraged to attend.  
Post email address:  amerilegionth01@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Post Officers:

Name Office   Email  
Bruce Templeman Commander bruce.templeman@hotmail.com  

John Skabry 1st Vice Commander divesafely@gmail.com  

Larry Edmonds 2nd Vice Commander  ldedmonds@aol.com  

Ted Potyrala Historian tpubon@gmail.com  

Maurice(Rocky) Hatzke Service Officer mrhatzke3@gmail.com  

Hugh Mason Chaplain  htmmason@aol.com  

Jeff Ludwig Adjutant/Finance Officer Jgludwig2@gmail.com  

Salvatore (Sal) Salzarulo Sergeant at Arms  salzy48@hotmail.com  

Christopher Lampert Judge Advocate dukeboxer@gmail.com  

Joe Reedy Public Affairs Officer joereedy4@gmail.com  

Paul McDermott Member at large paulny54@hotmail.com  

Wayne Wright Member at large davebell211@hotmail.com  

Kirby (Cosmo) Raines Member at large cosmotyson@yahoo.com  
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
                    Bruce Templeman 

 

 

 

 
As we close the year, we take a hopeful look at our future. We pray for our family and 
friends, that we may we all share the blessings that we receive and shrug off the 

inconveniences and bothers that may arise. Let’s look out 
after our fellow Legionnaires as we do our family. After all, 
our military service has made us brothers and sisters-in-
arms; an extended family. 
 
Our Post will be having our Annual Holiday Party on the 
8th of December immediately following the Post meeting. 

The invitation is below. Please RSVP to me by the 2nd of December. All members 
should have received this invitation in a separate email last week. I hope to see 
everyone and their families there. Christmas is about giving and having family and 
friends around us. Just be mindful of social distancing and wearing of the mask. 
 
 

 



 

Vaccine Passports:  
Vaccine passports will be required for international travel. These may be obtained from 
your Provincial Health Department. You will need the following: 
 
1. A valid passport that will not expire in the next six months, along with a photo copy. 

2. Identification card, along with a photo copy. 

3. Certificate of vaccination against Covid-19 issued by the DDC, along with a copy. 

4. An application fee of THB50 per passport. 

 

Check your name on your vaccine passport carefully. Occasionally, a clerk will put your 
middle name as your last name and omit your last name entirely.  

 

 

 

Adjutant Corner 

Jeff Ludwig 

 

December is a Joyous time but a somber time, A time to remember not so 

long ago that we let our guard down and paid the price.  December 7, 1941 

we were suddenly and without warning attacked at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

The attack killed 2,403 U.S. personnel, including 68 civilians and wounded 

another 1,178 military personnel.  The attack destroyed or damaged 19 U.S. 

Navy ships, including 8 battleships. The three aircraft carriers of the U.S. 

Pacific Fleet were out to sea on maneuvers.    

To ensure our country does not let is guard down 

again, The American Legion established National 

Security as one of the 4 Pillars of the American 

Legion.  Based on current conflicts and their 

residual effects on U.S. military servicemembers and their families, The 

American Legion’s National Security Division has made the following issues 

legislative priorities.  

• Increase the Size of the Armed Forces 

• Quality of Life for Servicemembers, Retirees and Military Families 

• Homeland Security 

• Foreign Relations 

• Full Accounting of POW/MIAs 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


How do we do help?  Simply strength in numbers!  We urge those members 

who have not renewed to do so at the earliest.  We go out and urge other 

veterans to join our cause.  It does not matter if you want to be an active 

member or just want to be counted.  Daniel Wheeler our National Adjutant 

said it best, “Whether you choose to get actively involved in The American 

Legion at the local level, or simply show your support through your 

membership, there is tremendous value in being an American Legion 

member.  Together, we are accomplishing great things for veterans and 

their families - - and for a better America”. 

I would like to wish each and every one a safe and joyous holiday season.  

Let us put aside petty difference and take care of our fellow veterans and 

their families who may be struggling this holiday season.  The Buddy Check 

is a great way to be in contact with our fellow Post members and veterans in 

our community. 

 

Membership: 

 
We are getting close to attaining 100% of the Departments goal for this 

membership year.  If you have not renewed their membership, please do so 

before 31 December.  Also, if you know someone who may want to join our 

post, let us know so we can send them an information packet.  This goal is 

within our reach—I know we can do this! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.ancestris.org/index.php?title=File:We_need_you.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Coronavirus News: 
Good news on the fight against Covid-19. Pfizer and Merck have each developed a 
pill for the treatment of Covid-19 and lessens the transmission of the novel 
coronavirus. You can read more about this here: 
 
Pfizer Deal Authorizes Generic Drugmakers to Produce Experimental COVID Pill 

(voanews.com) 

 

Merck says COVID-19 pill cuts risk of death, hospitalization – Saratogian 

 

 

Veterans Day Event   

Post members took part in a multinational memorial honoring the World War II Prisoners of 
War (POWs) at Ubon Ratchathani.  The event not only remembers and honors the trials and 
sacrifices of the POWs but also honors the local Thais that aided and comforted the POWs 
especially Mother Ubon, Yai Lai Sirisot, who countlessly risked her life and that of her children 
to aid the POWs.  The Post participated in the event by laying a wreath at the foot of the 
Mother Ubon Memorial.   This event allowed us to not only pay homage to those who have 
served and sacrificed to protect our liberties but also those who are serving now. 

 

   
 

   
 

https://www.voanews.com/a/pfizer-deal-authorizes-generic-drugmakers-to-produce-experimental-covid-pill-/6315282.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/pfizer-deal-authorizes-generic-drugmakers-to-produce-experimental-covid-pill-/6315282.html
https://www.saratogian.com/2021/10/01/merck-says-covid-19-pill-cuts-risk-of-death-hospitalization/


      Safety Topic 
                               Jeff Ludwig 
 
 
 

Decorate Safely 

Decorating is one of the best ways to get in a holiday mood, but emergency 

rooms see thousands of injuries involving holiday decorating every season. 

When decorating follow these tips from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission: 

• Keep potentially poisonous plants – mistletoe, holly berries, Jerusalem 

cherry and amaryllis – away from children 

• If using an artificial tree, check that it is labeled “fire resistant” 

• If using a live tree, cut off about 2 

inches of the trunk to expose fresh 

wood for better water absorption, 

remember to water it and remove it 

from your home when it is dry 

• Place your tree at least 3 feet away 

from fireplaces, radiators and other 

heat sources, making certain not to block doorways 

• Avoid placing breakable ornaments or ones with small, detachable 

parts on lower tree branches where small children can reach them 

• Only use indoor lights indoors and outdoor lights outdoors, and choose 

the right ladder for the task when hanging lights 

• Replace light sets that have broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare 

wires, or loose connections 

• Follow the package directions on the number of light sets that can be 

plugged into one socket 

• Never nail, tack or stress wiring when hanging lights and keep plugs 

off the ground away from puddles and snow 

• Turn off all lights and decorations when you go to bed or leave the 

house 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/611.pdf
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/611.pdf
https://www.nsc.org/workplace/safety-topics/slips-trips-and-falls/slips-trips-and-falls-home
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http://pngimg.com/download/38692
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://pngimg.com/download/38692
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://pngimg.com/download/38692
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://pngimg.com/download/38692
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


  

Historian 
Ted Potyrala 

 

                  The Only Woman Buried in  

                            Fort Bragg’s Special Forces Cemetery 

 

She was an actress, singer and a radio personality for 

around 60 years. She was granted the honorary rank of Lt. 

Col in the Marine Corp and Army Special Forces. Us 

older vets will remember her as Martha Raye. 

She was born Margie Reed in 1916 I Montana. By the age 

of 18, she was in film and radio. When the US entered 

WW II, she was more than willing to do her part by 

entertaining the servicemen. In 1942 she went to England 

and then on to North Africa. While flying to a show, she 

was told they were going to land to get her off of the 

plane because they needed to get to some wounded 

soldiers. She used her “Honorary Rank” and told the pilot 

to get to the wounded men. While on the ground, she 

helped the medics in any way she could. She did this so 

often, that a rumor started that she was a trained nurse before she was in films. After the war, she 

continued to entertain the troops in Korea and Vietnam. She has entertained the troop for 24 

years in many conflicts the US was in. 

She had a special relationship with the Special Forces. She would go to entertain them in places 

where no one else would go. Living in the same conditions and attending the wounded. 

In 1993, President Clinton awarded her the Presidential Medal of Freedom for her lifetime 

dedication to US troops. 

Raye died in 1994 at the age of 78. Her last wish was that she be buried at Fort Bragg with many 

of her hero’s. She was buried I October 1994 with full military honors, the only woman interred 

there. 

                                                                                             Martha Raye’s funeral 

Credit to Military.com 



News from JUSMAG: 
  

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December Birthdays: 
 

• Brian Walters 

 

 

A very happy birthday from all of us in 

the Post. 

  

 

 

 

Brig. Gen. Robin Olds American Legion Thailand Post TH01 


