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Condemning the construction of forward operating bases, conducting of missile tests, and violation of

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea by the People's Republic of China in the South

China Sea

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Eaton of Connecticut submitted the following resolution;

RESOLUTION

Condemning the construction of forward operating bases, conducting of missile tests, and violation of

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea by the People's Republic of China in the South

China Sea

Whereas the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was founded on 8 August 1967 by

Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and the Philippines to promote economic growth, social

progress and cultural development in the Southeast Asian region;  Whereas ASEAN includes the Lao

People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Vietnam,

Brunei, Myanmar, and Cambodia as of July 2019;  Whereas the United Nations Convention on the

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) was adopted by the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the

Sea on 10 December 1982, and entered into force on 16 November 1994 with the intent of regulating

the use of the world's oceans;  Whereas the UNCLOS defines, among other boundaries, an exclusive

economic zone (EEZ) up to, but not exceeding 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the

territorial sea is measured;  Whereas this EEZ grants sovereign rights to the state for the purpose of

exploring, exploiting, conserving, and managing natural resources;  Whereas this EEZ also grants
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jurisdiction over the establishment and use of artificial islands, installations, structures and the

protection and preservation of the marine environment, among other amenities;  Whereas the

UNCLOS was ratified by the People's Republic of China (PRC) on 7 June 1996;  Whereas the

UNCLOS was ratified by ASEAN prior to July 2019;  Whereas the PRC and ASEAN signed the

non-binding Declaration on the Conduct (DoC) of Parties in the South China Sea in 2002;  Whereas

this DoC reaffirmed the parties' commitment to the purposes and principles of the UNCLOS and

outlined the need to promote a peaceful, friendly and harmonious environment in the South China Sea

between ASEAN and the PRC for the enhancement of economic growth in the region;  Whereas the

PRC continually encroached on lawful ASEAN territory following the signing of the DoC, including,

but not being restricted to clashes with Vietnamese and Filipino merchant ships;  Whereas, in

response to one of the aforementioned incidents, Vietnamese Spokeswoman Pham Phuong Nga

claimed, "China's systematic action is aimed at turning the undisputed area belonging to Vietnam into

an area under dispute in order to materialize China's nine-dotted line claim in the East Sea.";  Whereas

the Philippines issued a Notification and Statement of Claim to the PRC regarding the two parties'

continued disputes over sovereignty and maritime jurisdiction in the South China Sea on 22 January

2013;  Whereas the PRC began transforming the Mischief Reef into an artificial island in January

2015;  Whereas this and subsequent artificial islands bordering the heavily contested Spratly Islands

contain runways, associated airfields, advanced radar systems, and missile-launching technology; 

 Whereas the International Court of Justice in The Hague, Netherlands, ruled that the PRC's

"nine-dash line" and corresponding territorial claims held no legal basis under the UNCLOS on 12

July 2016;  Whereas the United States confirmed the conducting of anti-ship ballistic missile tests by

the PRC in the South China Sea on 3 July 2019;  Whereas $3.37 trillion in total trade passed through

the South China Sea in 2016;  Whereas the South China Sea has an estimated 11 billion barrels of oil

and 190 trillion cubic feet of natural gas in proved reserves: Now, therefore, be it  Resolved, that the

Senate -  (1) condemns the PRC for violations of the UNCLOS, anti-ship ballistic missile testing in

international waters, and irreversible environmental harm caused by the creation of artificial islands 

(2) urges the PRC and ASEAN to engage in productive dialogue regarding territorial disputes and

access to natural resources  (3) reaffirms the United States' commitment toward a prosperous global

economy by ensuring, through negotiations with the PRC and ASEAN, and through continued

Freedom of Navigation Operations (FONOP) that trade be preserved within the South China Sea, and
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subsequently through the Straits of Malacca, Sunda, and Lombok
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