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Establishing a consolidated national effort to increase life expectancy.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Verma of New Jersey introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Establishing a consolidated national effort to increase life expectancy.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Act to Increase Life Expectancy by 2030".

SECTION 2. FINDINGS.  The Congress makes the following findings:  The United States life

expectancy at birth (life expectancy) currently sits at 78 years compared to the Organization for

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) average of 81 years. The United States life

expectancy declined in 2015, 2015, 2017, and 2018, which marks the first decline in four

consecutive years since the Spanish Influenza Pandemic. Preliminary data suggests life

expectancy to decline in 2019. There is a growing inequality based on income, race, ethnicity,

and geography. SECTION 3. NATIONAL ACTION TO INCREASE LIFE EXPECTANCY.

The Secretary must develop, update, and maintain a national plan known as the National Action

to Increase Life Expectancy (National Action) to increase United States' average life expectancy

to at least the OECD average life expectancy.    Let it be clarified that the Secretary is
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authorized conjunctively by this bill and the Public Health Service Act. The Secretary must act

in accordance with the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the National Center

for Health Statistics (NCHS), other pertinent federal departments and agencies, relevant

medical professionals, experts in public health and other areas impacting life expectancy.  The

National Action shall include--  Causes of premature death including the opioid epidemic,

obesity, drug abuse, heart disease, stroke, respiratory disease, diabetes, addiction, injuries,

suicide, affordable access to adequate health care, gun violence, inequality, and other factors the

Secretary deems important that are preventing the average United States life expectancy to be

the same as or more than the average OECD life expectancy. Analysis of the causes of

premature death, inequalities in life expectancy, the recent decline of life expectancy, and

existing efforts.  Let inequalities in life expectancy be defined as differences in life expectancy

among socioeconomic groups, race, ethnicity, genders, age groups, and geographies.  Proposed

efforts through a discussion of comprehensive, research-based, short-term, long-term, feasible

changes to promptly increase the United States life expectancy to at least the OECD average life

expectancy while reducing the inequality in life expectancy. Timelines and deadlines for each

proposed effort. Standards to which the implementation and effectiveness of the National Action

may be evaluated in future revisits.  The proposed version of the National Action shall be

published in the Federal Register and provided at least 60 days for review, comments, and

suggestions by the public before finalization. 

 Within a year after public review, the Secretary shall release the final version of the National Action

to the public, acting Federal agencies, and appropriate congressional committees.  Following the

actions designated in Section 4,

The Secretary will be responsible for--  being an intermediary between the implementation and

updating National Strategy and all appropriate Federal agencies and Congress. safeguarding

cooperation among all actors of the National Action. knowing the budget priorities of the HHS and

other federal agencies and committees.  The National Action must be revisited or updated at least once

every 2 years and released accordingly to the public, acting Federal agencies, and congressional

committees.  Let revisited be defined as a thorough review of the execution and effectiveness of the

National Action.  The National Action shall authorize any relevant federal department or committee to

execute proposed recommendation(s) under resources already allocated to the respective agency.  The
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National Action may deem that a particular agency or department needs additional resources to

accomplish delegated implementations.  Recognizing this bill allows the National Action to delegate

actions without requiring funding, allows the National Action to be granted further funding if deemed

necessary by the Appropriations Committee and approved by the Office of Management and Budget. 

This bill shall be enacted 91 days after passage.
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