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Incentivizing non-partisan redistricting by state legislatures by stipulating access to Federal Census

information. This will result in Congressional Representation more closely mirroring the actual

political makeup of a state.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Conrad of Pennsylvania introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Incentivizing non-partisan redistricting by state legislatures by stipulating access to Federal Census

information. This will result in Congressional Representation more closely mirroring the actual

political makeup of a state.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Fair Elections Act of 2019".

SECTION 2.

Mandates that in order to receive future Federal Census data for the purpose of Congressional

redistricting, state legislatures will--

  Establish independent redistricting commissions without partisan bias.
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  The aforementioned commission will be composed of three equal parts so that the state's largest

political party will have equal membership on the commission as the state's second-largest political

party which will have equal membership to non-politically affiliated members. 

  The aforementioned commissions will formulate new districts to meet federally mandated population

sizes while keeping districts compact in respect to local borders such as counties.

  The aforementioned commissions will submit the redrawn districts to the state legislature for

passage. If the bill is vetoed, the commission will revise the plan in accordance with any grievances

raised by the state legislature excluding that regarding the political alignments of the districts.

SECTION 3.

The application process shall begin 2 years preceding a census year. Applications and final candidates

shall be chosen by the state's highest court

  Applications shall be created and made available by the Secretary of State. Applications shall be

available by November 1st two years prior to the census year

  To be eligible, a candidate or spouse cannot have been a:

  Political party executive or central committee member 10 years prior to application;

  Lobbyist or employee for a political action group 10 years prior to application;

  Convicted felon (Spouse does not apply)

  All applicants must;

  pass a criminal background check

  Be and American Citizen and State resident

  Provide 3 letters of recommendation

  Of those qualified, which will be determined by the State Secretary of State, the state's highest court

shall select those to serve on the 
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  IRC with the equal membership outlined in section 2

  Any criminal conviction of a commissioner shall result in immediate expulsion and another applicant

shall be chosen

SECTION 4.

  All IRCs must:

  Hold at least 2 public hearings before the final map is complete, and one after completion;

  Hold meetings at least once a month and make minutes publicly available; and

  receive consultants, representatives, and specialists to understand districting, communities of interest

  To ratify the final map, a minimum of 3/4 of commissioners must vote in favor

SECTIOn 5. 

If a state legislature wishes to retain the ability to draw Congressional Districts, they must

  Comply with updated redistricting laws in accordance with information acquired through the Federal

Census, which the state legislature will be barred from accessing. Therefore, the state must conduct

their own state census concurrently with the Federal Census.

  The proposed plan will be submitted to the district court system for review after passage which will

probe for partisan gerrymandering and verify the validity of the state census data in comparison to the

Federal Census.  

SECTION 6.

This law applies only to Congressional Districts. State legislature/assembly districts will continue to

be determined at the state's discretion.

SECTION 7. Definitions
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Community of Interest is defined as an area with recognized similarities of interests, including but not

limited to racial, ethnic, geographic, social, cultural, or historic interests.

Partisan gerrymandering is defined as the intentional manipulation of districts in order to achieve

governmental representation which aids one party but does not represent the state's population.

Section. 8

This law will take effect concurrently with the release of the 2020 Federal Census and will incur no

additional costs on the Federal Government.
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