
SB-70

Making modifications to the Federal Crop Insurance Program to incentivize the use of sustainable

agriculture practices through tax write-offs for sustainably farmed crops, and grants to help struggling

farmers convert to sustainable agriculture methods.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Williamson of Arizona introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Making modifications to the Federal Crop Insurance Program to incentivize the use of sustainable

agriculture practices through tax write-offs for sustainably farmed crops, and grants to help struggling

farmers convert to sustainable agriculture methods.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Sustainable Agriculture Incentives Act".

SECTION 2.GROWING THE PRO-SUSTAINABLE MOVEMENT FOR AMERICA'S

FARMERS

  Following the enactment of the Sustainable Agriculture Incentives Act (henceforth referred to as the

SAI Act), the following actions will be taken:

    (1) A committee of registered subject matter experts, Federal Crop Insurance Program (henceforth
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referred to as the FCIP) officials and fellow senators will be convened to oversee the modification of

the FCIP (henceforth referred to as the committee). Modifications will include:

        (A) An increased focus on increasing the percentage of America's farmers who utilize sustainable

agriculture techniques, and discouraging the use of conventional agriculture techniques that cause

harm to the environment.

        (B) Create a plan to divert government funds from defunct initiatives and outdated committees to

be appropriated towards subsidization of sustainable agriculture technologies.

        (C) Secure appropriations to provide grants to local farmers in the process of converting from

conventional agriculture techniques to sustainable methods.

    (2) Stipulations will be enacted for tax write-offs to farmers practicing sustainable agriculture. The

stipulations are as follows:

        (A) For the write-offs to be enacted, review of the farmer's activities must be performed to

determine if their agricultural techniques are sustainable. A similar review must also be conducted to

certify that the individual applying for any grant, tax write-off, subsidy, or other economic incentive

pursuant to the SAI Bill (henceforth referred to as the benefits) is in the process of becoming

sustainable. The value of the benefits will be determined on a crop by crop basis.

            (A.1) These reviews may be conducted by local agricultural officials, state or federal wildlife

conservation officers with the proper training decided upon by the overseeing committee mentioned in

Section 2, point (1) , any other individual with proper certification and education by subject-matter

experts hereafter appointed, certified, or declared by the committee, or said subject-matter experts

themselves.

        (B) In order for any benefits to be received, individuals (henceforth referred to as applicants)

applying for said benefits must pass the manual review for a set amount of time dependent on the

following conditions:

            (B.1) If the applicant currently produces one crop at the time of the application, then the

applicant must show a concerted effort to adjust their agricultural methods to become sustainable (per

the judgement of the official assigned to perform the manual review of the property) for one full crop
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cycle of the crop produced.

            (B.2) If the applicant currently produced more than one crop at the time of the application, hen

the applicant must show a concerted effort to adjust their agricultural methods to become sustainable

(per the judgement of the official assigned to perform the manual review of the property) for one full

crop cycle of each crop produced.

        (C) In order for any benefits to be received, individuals applying for said benefits (henceforth

referred to as applicants) must pass the manual review adherent to certain guidelines verified by the

manual reviewer:

            (C.1) Actively monitors topsoil quality, water use and quality, use of pesticides, use of

fertilizer, and air quality (presence of dust and other harmful particulates produced by the property).

            (C.2) Actively engaging in methods to reduce pollution relative to the crop under inspection,

including run-off from excessive pesticide and fertilizer use, overuse of water/efficient water use.

            (C.3) If the applicant has purchased in the past crop cycle any additional equipment,

technology, or invested in a method that would further enable them to pursue a sustainable growth

cycle.

            (D) Once the review has been performed for said crop, tax write-offs will be allocated based

on the percent of land farmed sustainably. A similar process will be performed to evaluate the value of

any grants given to farmers developing sustainable land.
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