
RESOLUTION

A resolution recognizing the merit of copious self-determination-seeking groups across the globe,

including the Catalans and the Kurds, and their connection to the American Declaration of

Independence.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Bertschi of Ohio submitted the following resolution;

RESOLUTION

A resolution recognizing the merit of copious self-determination-seeking groups across the globe,

including the Catalans and the Kurds, and their connection to the American Declaration of

Independence.

WHEREAS, The United States of America was founded upon grievances held against an undesirable

overseeing nation;

  WHEREAS, The U.S. Declaration of Independence was written upon the concepts of unalienable

rights, social contracts, and the consent of the governed;

  WHEREAS, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognizes the importance of the

foundations of freedom, justice, and peace on a global scale;

  WHEREAS, The Charter of the United Nations establishes the necessity of "respect for the principle

of equal rights and self-determination of peoples" throughout the world (Chapter IX, Article 55);

  WHEREAS, The citizens of the Spanish Autonomous Community of Catalonia have pushed for

Filename: 2021_oh_res_bertschi_cooper_1020.pdf Page 1/2



increased autonomy and full independence for the region of Catalonia for over a decade, culminating

in the independence referendum and resulting in unrecognized declaration of independence in 2017;

  WHEREAS, The unrepresented Kurdish peoples of Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey have often resorted

to violent acts when silenced by their respective governments in their pursuit of freedom;

  WHEREAS, The people of Bougainville Island in Papua New Guinea have taken vast strides to

democratically declare independence from the Papuan government through a recent referendum;

  WHEREAS, The people of Kosovo have secured a more widely recognized stance as independent

due to American recognition of their independence movement; now, therefore, be it

  RESOLVED, That the Senate encourages the implementation or continuance of peaceful, democratic

self-determination movements and negotiations worldwide, including but not restricted to the

independence movements of the Catalans of Spain, the Kurds of Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey, the

Bougainevilleans of Papua New Guinea, the Uyghurs and Tibetans of China, and the citizens of Hong

Kong and Macau in China.
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