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A Resolution proposing negotiation and contingency planning from the U.S. Department of State and

the National Aeronautics and Space Agency regarding threats from Russia to the future operation of

the International Space Station

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Gold of Kentucky submitted the following resolution;

RESOLUTION

A Resolution proposing negotiation and contingency planning from the U.S. Department of State and

the National Aeronautics and Space Agency regarding threats from Russia to the future operation of

the International Space Station

WHEREAS,	the International Space Station (hereinafter referred to as the ISS) is a symbol of global

scientific and diplomatic cooperation; and

WHEREAS,	the U.S. values freedom and democracy across the globe; and

WHEREAS,	the U.S. has been actively responding to Russia's unprovoked war and aggression in

Ukraine; a war which directly tramples upon the ideas of global cooperation, freedom, and

democracy, such a response has hastened deteriorating relations between Russia and the U.S.; and

WHEREAS,	 it is increasingly urgent to realize that said deteriorating relations may impact global

space-related diplomacy, the safety of U.S. Astronauts, and the operational integrity of the ISS; and

WHEREAS,	the head of the Russian Space Agency has made numerous threats towards Russian

Filename: 2022_ky_res_gold_jonathan_1158.pdf Page 1/2



abandonment of the ISS; abandonment which would leave the Russian Module of the ISS without a

trained crew, thus causing "an early, uncontrolled reentry... [which could] put in jeopardy the safety

and livelihood of people in the countries under the ISS trajectory" (Raviprasad and Hoeser); and

WHEREAS,	the safety of astronauts, innocent civilians, and global scientific research depend on such

a contingency from failing to occur, it is imperative that the U.S. do everything within its power to

prevent such a catastrophic fate; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED,	that the Senate

    (1) formally propose that the Department of State engage in diplomatic negotiation with Russia and

its Space Agency in order to assure the safety of U.S. Astronauts and the ISS;

    (2) advises the National Aeronautics and Space Agency (hereinafter referred to as NASA)  to create

a detailed plan, including estimated costs, in the event that the Russian Space Agency abandons the

ISS and all other contingencies therein, to ensure the survival of the ISS and its crew;

    (3) requests NASA submit a supplemental budget request for the contingency planning in itself.
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