
Game 1: Massachusetts rallies past Michigan 
 Massachusetts pitcher Matt Stansky wasn’t worried. True, despite four perfect 
innings to start Game 1 of the American Legion World Series on Thursday, Stansky and 
his teammates found themselves trailing. 
 “We’ve done it all year, we’ve been down, we just fight back,” Stansky said after 
his team’s 3-2, 10-inning win over Michigan in the ALWS opener at Keeter Stadium in 
Shelby, N.C. Stansky was perfect through 4.1 innings. But Stansky hit Michigan’s Martin 
Money with a pitch, then threw wide of first base in trying to pick Money off. Money 
reached third, then scored when Garrett Willis reached based on a fielder’s choice. 
 “It happens, as a pitcher it happens, you hit guys,” Stansky said. “But I still felt 
confident in all my stuff, and luckily we were able to come out and fight very hard to get 
this win. That’s huge coming into this tournament and getting the first win. That’s big.” 
 Money also broke up Stansky’s no-hit bid with a single to right center in the bot-
tom of the seventh. It was one of just two hits allowed by Stansky in the complete game. 
Stansky threw 123 pitches; by Legion pitching rules, he won’t be able to pitch again until 
Tuesday, assuming Massachusetts reaches the championship game. “You got to work 
hard to get back, so tomorrow I’ll be running for a while,” Stansky said about his plans for 
the next few days. “Make sure I’m stretched out, loose for Tuesday, cheer on my team.” 
 Massachusetts (35-6) was getting the hits but were unable to score until the 
eighth inning when they took a 2-1 lead on singles by Nick Martin and Jack Gardner, 
scoring Christian Jordan and Adam Twitchell. But Tyler David’s sacrifice fly in the bottom 
of the eighth scored Zach Schirmer, tying the game at 2-2. 
 In the top of the 10th, Pat Galvin reached on an error, scoring Dylan Degon for 
the game-winning run. Stansky walked Logan LaCourse with two outs, but forced a 
groundout by Noah Ingram to end the game. 

Game 2: Nebraska pounds way to opening victory 
 Nevada came into The American Legion World Series off a regional in which they scored 66 runs in five games. 
On Thursday in Game 2 of the ALWS, it was Nebraska, Nevada’s opponent, lighting up the scoreboard, with 21 hits in a 9
-1 win. The 21 hits were one shy of the ALWS record, and for the first time, four players from the same team each had 
four hits. Tom Steier and Will Hanafan were each 4-for-6 while Zach Luckey and Cameron Blossom each were 4-for-5. 
“I’m very pleased with what we did with the bats today,” Nebraska coach Pat Mooney said. “We bunted very well today; I 
think five of them were bunt hits. … You get up a couple runs, the bats seem to go through the zone a little easier.” 
 Nebraska (55-5) jumped out early, with Dylan Phillips’ two-run double scoring Hanafan and Luckey for a 2-0 lead 
in the top of the first. Hanafan made it 4-0 with a single in the top of the fourth, driving home Evan Laney and Blossom, 
and Luckey’s double scored Steier to make it 5-0 after four innings. 
“I think that middle approach (to batting) really helped us; we were able to pull inside pitches and take outside pitches the 
other way,” Hanafan said. 
 Meanwhile, Nevada (54-8), which batted .395 as a team in the regional, didn’t muster a hit until the fifth inning. 
Josh Culliver threw seven shutout innings, allowing just two hits and striking out five. 
“It was a real big team game,” said Hanafan, who tied Phillips with a game-high three RBI. “Josh (Culliver) threw outstand-
ing, kinda diced them up for six or seven innings, obviously we hit the ball really well. … It was a really big team effort to-
day.” While Mooney’s team played in last year’s ALWS, the entire starting batting lineup were rookies to Keeter Stadium. 
“But the six guys we did have coming back, they put some of the young guys at ease,” he said. 
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Game 3: Idaho finally takes advantage of opportunities in opening game 
 From his spot on the mound, Idaho’s Julian Washburn saw firsthand the missed opportunities his team and Ar-
kansas had in Game 3 of The American Legion World Series on Thursday. “The only thing in my mind was we need to 
score first, because if we score first, it gives us a lot of confidence,” Washburn said. They’re confident now, after a 4-0 
victory at Keeter Stadium in Shelby, N.C. 
 It’s the sixth straight win for Idaho (41-11), which lost its opener in the Northwest Regional and had to win five in 
a row to reach the ALWS for the first time. “It was kind of an eye-opener, because we had been rolling through all these 
teams and finally we lose,” Washburn said. Idaho and Arkansas (43-8) combined for 18 hits, but it was Idaho taking ad-
vantage. In the top of the second, Idaho’s Jaden Phillips reached third after a single, a wild pitch and a single by Chase 
Adkison. But with no one out, Aaron Orender picked Phillips off for the first out — a costly one, with Arkansas’ Seth Tuck-
er bobbling Danny Robinson’s groundout. Arkansas missed an opportunity to score in the bottom of the third after putting 
runners on the corners with one out. Jake East fouled out to first for the second out and Tucker flew out to right to get 
Washburn out of the jam. An inning later, Arkansas had runners on first and second with no one out when catcher Ad-
kison threw out Dylan Hurt at second. But Jake Wright singled and, after a flyout by Scott Schmidt, Brandon Hoover 
walked to load the bases with two outs. But Coby Greiner grounded into an inning-ending fielder’s choice. The top of the 
fifth found Idaho with runners at the corners but Riley Way’s groundout ended the threat. 
 Finally in the top of the sixth, Light walked on four pitches, advanced to second when A.J. Davis was hit by a 
pitch, moved to third on Luke White’s flyout then scored on a double steal. Davis then scored when Orender hit Chris 
Powell. Kolt Olson singled to score Adkinson, with Robinson then thrown out at home, to give Idaho a 3-0 lead. Light then 
scored again in the seventh when after his single, Davis singled and the runners advanced on a throwing error with Light 
scoring after the ball went into the Arkansas dugout. Washburn scattered eight hits across nine innings to earn the victo-
ry. His 114-pitch performance on Thursday means he won’t be able to pitch again until Tuesday, if Idaho reaches the 
championship game. 

Game 4: 'Visiting' North Carolina caps a day of 'road' win 
 Through the first three games Thursday at The American Legion World Series, the designated home team lost 
each game. North Carolina had the bulk of the crowd backing them in Game 4, but as the designated visitors, they kept 
the “road” success going with a 6-3 win over New Jersey in the nightcap at Keeter Stadium in Shelby, N.C. 
 The team from Randolph County, about two hours away, blistered New Jersey (39-9) for five runs on six hits in 
the top of the first inning. North Carolina (39-8) would go up 6-0 after Dawson Painter doubled home Jaxon Snider in the 
top of the fourth. Cam Cane singled in Nick Psomaras in the bottom of the fourth to make it 6-1. But with runners on first 
and second, Ryan Hill struck Josh deDufour out swinging to end the inning. 
 In the fifth, Sam 
Margulis’ sacrifice bunt put 
Chase Fleming and Will Karp 
into scoring position. Luke 
Blair’s groundout scored Flem-
ing to make it 6-2, but Hill end-
ed the inning with another 
strikeout, this time of Chris 
DeClerico. New Jersey would 
add a run in the bottom of the 
ninth when Fleming’s single 
scored Andy Blake, and New 
Jersey had the bases loaded 
with two outs, but North Caroli-
na’s big first inning proved too 
much to overcome. Hill picked 
up the win after allowing just 
two runs on nine hits over sev-
en innings. He struck out five. 


